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Abstract:

Little Magazines are the principal media to publish articles on local and contemporary
social events of the district of Medinipur. This paper tries to evaluate the magazines as
the source of scholarly information on different branches of Social Sciences. It also
examines the exclusiveness as well as the exhaustiveness of the published information.
The paper concludes with the comments that the volatile and short-lived publications
should be archived with care and the information lying scattered there should be indexed
properly.
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Introduction

According toThe Social Science Encyclopedia (Kupar & Kuper, 2003), “Social Science is the ambitious
concept to define the set of disciplines of scholarship which deal with aspects of human society.” This
Encyclopedia includes only four subjects like Economics, Sociology, Anthropology (social) and Political
Science within the domain of Social Science. However, we know that the area is much bigger; many
disciplines other than these four have their characteristics required to being included in the agglomeration.

The history of the subjects like Sociology, Economics or Political science is as old as the history of the
human knowledge. However, the term “Social Science”, the umbrella notion over number of subjects
including those three, is much newer. John Stuart Mill coined the term “Social Science” in an article in
The London and Westminster Review(Mill, 1836) in October 1836.Another source reveals that the same
term first appeared in 1824 in a book named An Inquiry into the Principles of the Distribution of Wealth
Most Conducive to Human Happiness; applied to the Newly Proposed System of Voluntary Equality of
Wealth by William Thompson (1775-1833)(Thompson, 1824). These are the earliest examples of usage
of the term in English. However, in French, Charles Fourier introduced a term synonymous to “social
science” in 1808 in his Theorie des quatre mouvements at des destinees generals (lggers, 1959).
Therefore, it can be said that the term was unfamiliar to the lexicographers even in the 1800.

Social Science occupies vast continent of knowledge with some still unexplored grey areas. As the area
and the horizon of Social Science cannot be strictly defined, the scope of the information sources for the
research on those subjects also remained unmapped. There is no structured information system for some
brunches of the Social Sciences. Therefore, the Librarians have to confront various challenges to meet the
information needs of the social scientists. They have to keep on searching newer sources and to collect
and process those sources to make the Libraries prepared for probable quarries.

Little Magazines were first initiated in the West as the modernist literary journal. However, right from the
beginning they had a rich tradition to publish thoughtful essays on different social issues. As there were
magazines like Poetry or Little Review dedicated for creative literatures, Freewomen or Dial were also
there to analyze and comment on contemporary social phenomena. Now the question is—*‘do the
magazines have eligibility to being preserved in the Libraries?” Their importance as the literary media
have been tested and recognized decades back. Yet, ‘are they equally relevant for the study of social

science?’
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Scope of the Study

Little Magazines are not so familiar sources for Social Science information. Though the word magazine is
associated with their name, they are not magazines in true sense. They do not have big circulation and
regularity as well. They are not research periodicals or popular journals. Actually, they belong outside the
existing classification. They are offbeat. The present paper tries to evaluate the Little Magazines of
Medinipur (both the East and West) as the information source of different branches of social science.

For the present study, the entire “300” class of the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC, 21% Ed.) has
been taken into consideration. Moreover, the subjects which belong outside “300 class but deals with the
human society are also included within the parenthesis. The outsider disciplines are- Information Science,
Media Studies, Social Psychology, Dialects, Social Geography, Folk Arts, Folk Songs, Local History and
Biography, Archaeology etc.

Sources of Data

All the contents of the six sample Magazines published during the period of 12 years (2001-2012) are the
main data for the Present study. The sample magazines are listed below-

Amritalok, edited by Samiran Mazumdar from Midnapore, Pachim Medinipur
ShabderMichhil, edited by Ajharuddin Khan from Midnapore, Paschim Medinipur
EbangSayak, edited by Surya Nandi from Dantan, Paschim Medinipur,

Srijan, edited by Lakshman Karmakar from Ghatal, Paschim Medinipur

Sahajiya, edited by Madhusudan Mukhoadhyay from Kolaghat, Purba Medinipur

YV V. V V V VY

Punyipukur, edited by Bhaskarbrata Pati from Panskura, Purba Medinipur

Moreover, some interviews have been conducted with the editors (20) of such magazines of the district
and with some scholar peoples (50) of the local University and Colleges.

Sample design

In 2013-2014, there were approximately 1565 living Little Magazines in West Bengal (Hasan, 2014). The
district wise breakup is given in the following diagram. However, the exact number of small magazines is
much greater. Some of which might have been eliminated by Hasan from the list, depending upon the
quality of their contents and getup. The combined figure of the numbers of the Little Magazines published
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from the two parts of Medinipur (137) is only next to the number of such magazines from the greater

Kolkata (608).

Diagram: 1District wise breakup of the LMs

= No. of LM

608

It is generally found that, out of the total, almost 70 to 75 percent magazines are dedicated only for

poetry(Dutta, 2014). The residue, i.e. 25 to 30 percent of magazines also prints poetry with fiction, essay

and criticism. Little Magazine without poem is very rare in West Bengal. The Magazines, which have rich

prose section, publish thoughtful articles on various disciplines.

Table: Types of LM

Types of LM Percentage
Only poetry 65.9
Only Fiction 53
Pure Literary LM Only Essays 20
Mixed 10.2
Others 0.8
Literary and Socio-Cultural LM 135
LM with Special Interest 23

Analyzing the regularity of publication, minimum life span (e.g. 10 years), topics and quality of the

contents (publish articles on social science regularly), 12 Little Magazines are found eligible. Out of
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them, 6 have been selected as the sample for the present study. They are Amritalok, Ebang Sayak,
Shabder Michhil, Srijan, Sahajiya and Punyipukur. The last two are specialized for the study of folklore
and folk culture while the rests have their rich socio-cultural section with other regular literary columns.

Methodology

All the collected articles are entered into a spreadsheet to design a bibliographic database. The articles are
classified and general subject headings have been assigned to them. The responses of the editors and the
scholars interviewed have been tabulated objectively.

The Little Magazines

“It takes very little to start a little magazine.” With this witty sentence, Whittemore starts his text for the
series “‘University of Minnesota Pamphlets on American Writer’ (Whittemore, 1963).

For a copybook definition, we can quote--“A non-commercial periodical of limited circulation, usually
dedicated to publishing experimental art and literature and/or unconventional social ideas and political
theories. The term little refers to the circulation, rather than the physical size, and is a relative and
variable measure. These magazines fueled the turbulent movement called modernism.”(Index of
Modernist Magazines, 2014)

The popular mass magazines began to flourish in Europe and America at the end of the nineteenth
century; and, the Little Magazines appear in reaction to them (Peterson, 1956). Little Magazines were
initiated from about 1880, and flourished in the United States and England. Moreover, the French writers
often had access to a similar type of publication and German literature of the 1920s too was indebted to
them. Foremost examples of such magazines are the Poetry (1912- ) and Little Review (1914-29) from
US; Egoist (1914-19) and Blast (1914-15) from the UK; and the Transition (1927-38) from France.

According to the theoreticians, the adjective ‘little’ actually came from another contemporary movement
namely the ‘Little Theatre’ in the US. The objective of that movement was to free dramatic forms and
methods of production from the limitations of the large commercial theatres by establishing small
experimental centres of drama. According to the Merriam Webster dictionary, the first known use of the
term Little Magazine dates back to 1900.
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In US and Europe, the mass magazines began to flourish at the end of the nineteenth century; and, the
Little Magazines appear in reaction to them. The Dial was the first ever magazine with features of a little
magazine. It was an American magazine published intermittently from 1840 to 1929. In its first form,
from 1840 to 1844, it served as the chief publication of the Transcendentalists. In the 1880s it was revived
as a political magazine. From 1920 to 1929 it was an influential outlet for Modernist literature in English.

After the 1880 there was a sudden explosion in number of the Little Magazines in the US and in Europe
in between a period of 30/ 40years.Until 70s of the last century, there were four principal periods of the

Little Magazines in the West.

1. The introductory Age (1890-1915)
The Dial, The Savoy, Blast, The Egoist, The Little Review, Poetry
2. The Golden Age (1915-1930)
The Seven Arts, The Monthly Chapbook, The Owl, S4N, Criterion, Transition, Horizon,
Dial (last phase)
3. The Age of Leftist Little Magazines (1930-1950)
Partisan, Left Review, Southern Review, Accent, the Kenyon Review
4, The Age of Spreading out (1940-1970)
This was the age of spreading out the movement outside the US and Europe, e.g. in Latin
America, Africa and Asia. Examples of magazine in this era are-
Antioch Review, Modern Fiction Studies, Paris Review, Beatitude

In India, the first Little Magazine Sabujpatra was launched at Kolkata under the editorship of Pramatha
Chudhury on 1914. It was none other than Rabindranath Tagore who mentored and inspired Chaudhury
to edit such a magazine. Predecessors like Bangadarshan (1872), edited by the great novelist
Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay and Sadhana (1891), edited by Tagore prepared the soil for sprouting of
Sabujpatra. From then on numbers of such magazines were published from Bengal over the years.
Renowned literary personalities like Nazrul Islam, Sudhindranath Dutta, Buddhadeb Basu, Premendra

Mitra, Achintyakumar Sengupta, Nirod C. Chaudhury were associated with them.

The so-called “Little Magazine Movement” in India was initiated after the independence. The movements
came to prominence in the fifties and the sixties of last century in many languages like Bengali, Tamil,
Marathi, Hindi, Malayalam Gujarati etc. However, Bengali Little Magazines always lead from the front.

Some kind of unyielding activism and madness were associated with the movement in all over the
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Bengali-speaking region including Bangladesh. Leftist political ideology influenced the movement
largely in the 70s, as it occurred in the West during the 30s to 50s.

The principle eras of the Bengali Little Magazines are-

1. Sprouting Age (1914-30)
Sabujpatra, Kallol, Kalikalam
2. Golden Age (1930-40)
Parichay, Dhumketu, Purbasha, Kovita
3. Age of Spreading Out (1940-50)
Ekak, Samasamayik, Uttarsuri, Chatuskon
4, Age of Poetry (1950-60)
Shatavisa, Krittibas, Simanta, Samakalin, Kovipatra
5. Age of Ideological Influence (1960-70)
Aneek, Anustup, Alinda, Ekshan

Key features of the Little Magazines

Why little? Due to its little size? Due to its small circulation? Or, due to its little lifetime? Every reason is
true but those are not exhaustive; more meanings are lying hidden inside the word ‘little’.

According to Buddhadeb Basu(Basu B. , 1953), firstly, the word ‘little’ is for protest: protest against the
importation of everything in between a pair of covers, protest against the big publicity and the extensive
mediocrity. Little Magazine, by the name, it is clear that the stigma of popularity will never touch its soul,
and it will never be available in an open market for cash price, but some day there may be some eagerness
among the learned society for an old issue of the magazine. It would be possible because it never tried to
entertain; it tried to awake the mind.

Pondrom, Cyrena (Pondrom, 1965) describes the little magazine as serving in avant-garde function,
whether the publication is commercially motivated or not, whether it appears regularly or irregularly,
whether it is short-lived or long-lived. It simply must be in the vanguard, help establish a mainstream
current. Pondrom suggests that avant-garde magazines exhibit six characteristics:
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Publish "little known writers with ability";

"produce a ferment of ideas, . . . serve as a gadfly to the status quo™;

maintain literary standards to “shield the writer from some of the demands of the commercial
press and social convention”;

"extend the audience for good work™;

create a "place where experiment is untrammeled"; and lastly

Maintain a stimulating and congenial environment of personal relationships-a community of

interest and friendship among writers and editors and readers.

Shibnarayan Ray (Ray, 1988)pointed out some reasons, for which a magazine cannot be regarded as a

Little Magazine-

1.
2.
3.

Magazine having the main objective to earn money is not a Little Magazine.

Magazine published to entertain the public is not a Little Magazine.

Magazine administrated by any political party, even if its circulation is very little, is not a
Little Magazine.

Magazine speaks for any professional group or organization is not a Little Magazine.
Magazine depends upon the income from the advertisements or upon the compassionate
writings by famous authors is not a Little Magazine.

So we can summarize, Little Magazines are short-lived and non-commercial periodicals having courage

to protest against any kind of establishments. They publish little known writers with ability and provide

the space for experiments. With very little capital and small circulation they extends the audience for

good work.

Little Magazines of Medinipur

“Tamoluk Patrika”, the first literary magazine published from the district of Medinipur, was launched in
1873 (Basu & Mamun, 2005) under the editorship of Trailokynath Rakshit. From then on number of

popular literary magazines published from different corners of Medinipur. Some prominent examples are

listed below.

» Medini, in 1879
» Kranti, edited by Gopal Ghoshal from Kanthi in 1896
» Nihar, edited by Madhusudan Jana from Kanthi in1901

18



Little Magazines of Medinipur

» Tamalika, edited by Shridhar Adhikary from Tamluk in 1903

» Medinipur Hitoishi, edited by Manmatha Nag from Midnapore town in 1907

» Swadesh Bandhab, edited by Chintamoni Mallik from Ghatal in 1907/8

» Madhabi, published by the Midnapore branch of Bangiya Sahitya Parisat and edited by
Manishinath Basu Saraswati from Midnapore town in 1922

» Shovona, edited by Paresh Chakraborty and Prajapati Jana from Nandigram in 1922

» Medinibani, edited by Rasbihari Ray in 1938

» Chetana (quarterly) from Kanthi in 1950

» Panchajanya (monthly), edited by Paresh Chakraborty from Tajpur in 1952

However, those popular publications cannot be regarded as little magazines. First little magazine
published from the district of Medinipur was Piyasi (Panda, 2013). It was launched in 1953 under the
editorship of Ajharuddin Khan (the renowned researcher and biographer of Nazrul Islam). All the
distinctive features of a little magazine were inscribed over its pages. In spite of its very short life span
(only three issues), Piyasiis always remembered and referred in all the intellectual discourse about the
modernist literary magazine of Medinipur.

Once Piyasi set up the standard, numbers of such modernist magazines started to flourish from different
corners of the district of Medinipur. Some of the leading magazines are listed below:

Utsarga (1956), edited by Amar Sarangi from Sankrail,

Mallar (1957), edited by Chitta Sahoo from Kanthi,

Tarunder Mukhapatra (1959), edited by Shyamaprasad Bhattacharya from Kharagpur,
Deepan (1961), edited by Kalisadhan Phouzdar from Midnapore,

Angabar (1963), edited by Mihir Dandapat from Jhargram,

Abad (1967), edited by Amirul Islam from Jhargram,

Chandramas (1968), edited by Gourshankar Bandyopadhyay from Mahishadal,
Shalpata (1969), edited by Nalini Bera (Novelist) from Jhargram

YV V.V V V VYV V VY

In 70s and 80s the Little Magazine movement spread out in the district. Numbers of such publication were
launched from distant villages and townships. In 80 and 90s there were at least 15 living magazines in
Khragpur and its surrounding areas. The scenario was not much different in Ghatal, Jhargram or Haldia.
An excellent magazine, named Dhulomati edited by poet Ajay Nag was published from Chamka, a
remote village under the Kharagpur (local) P.S. Shambhu Rakshit, famous poet and the activist of the
hungry movement, edited Mahaprithibi (still living)from a nearby village of Mahishadal.
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In 90s and the first two decades there are at 20 to 25 standard magazines from Medinipur, for which most
of the leading authors of this time are always eager to contribute. For example, we can mention the
names— Amritalok, Ebang Sayak, Purba, Bakprotima, Sankalita Suchetana, Apanjan etc. Ketaki Kushari
Dyson, Arundhati Ray or Taslima Nasrinare the regular authors of the Magazine Amritalok.

Analytical Study of the Published Articles of Sample Magazines

Introduction

Three essays, “Liberty, law and democracy”; “France today: a group of thinkers” and “Women who did
and who do yet” were printed in the very first issue of The Egoist, one of the English Little Magazines
published from London, in January 1914(Marsden, 1914). Similarly, here in Bengal, in the first issue of
Sadhana Tagore wrote articles like “Manipurer samajchitra (Social condition of Manipur)”; “Americar
samajchitra (Social condition of America)” and “Musalman mahila (Muslim women)”. Sabujpatra,
contemporary of the Egoist, also had a rich tradition of publishing thoughtful essays on different social
aspects. Rabindranath Tagore, Dhurjatiprasad Mukhopadhyay, Atulchandra Gupta, Nalinikanta Gupta,
Kiranshankar Ray, Sunitikumar Chattopadhyay etc. were among the authors.

Historically, Little Magazines are marked as the periodical to publish experimental and avant-garde arts
and literature. However, right from the beginning the magazines acted as a forum to express the thought
of intellectuals about various important issues of human society and civilization. When the selected
essays from any Little Magazine are collected and published as book, the scholar community discovers a
new treasure of jewels so long kept inside those slender and often short-lived publications. For examples,
we can mention Samakalin, Ekshan, Dhrubapad, Jijnasa, Baromas, Anustup, Amritalok etc.

Social Scientists as the contributor of Little Magazine

It is generally said that Little Magazines are serious magazines and vice versa. Leading thinkers are
always remained associated with these types of magazines. Ezra Pound, T.S. Eliot, Rabindranath Tagore,
Pramatha Chowdhury, Sudhindranath Dutta, Buddhadb Basu had their significant contribution to such
publications. In Bengal, the Civil Society and the Little Magazine movement are complementary to each
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other over the years. Almost all the leading social scientists write for these slender paperback
publications. Numbers of invaluable articles by eminent scholars on different social issues are published
there. Some of them write in Bengali exclusively for Little Magazines.

The scenario is not much different for the magazines of Paschim Medinipur. The illustrative list of the
contributors is given below. Little Magazines are the only media to publish the thought and comments of
these intellectuals in Medinipur.

Animeshkanti Pal, Amlan Dutta, Arindam Chowdhury, Arundhati Ray, Ashin Dashgupta, Ansaruddin,
KhitishSantra, Jashodhara Ray Chowdhury, Tarapada Santra, Taslima Nasrin, Nasim-a-Alam, Pachu
Ray, Pranab Ray, Prabhat Pattanayek, BankimMaity, BiplabMaji, Betty Freidan, Badruddin Umar,
Shibaji Bandyopdhayay, Shibnarayan Ray, Shyamal Bera, Sukharanjan Dashgupta, Sudhir
Chakraborty, Subrata Mukhopadhyay, Suhrid Kumar Bhowmik, Sunanda Sanyal, etc.

Variety of Subjects of the Articles

Analyzing the collected articles on Social Sciences (621 approximately, 64% of the total non-fiction
articles excluding the book reviews),it has been found that maximum percentage of share are occupied by
the range of classes-301 to 309 (i.e. Sociology, Social Anthropology), 320 to 329 (i.e. Political Science),
380 to 389 and 390 to 399 (i.e. Folklore etc.). The Subject wise breakup is given in the following tables.
The subjects included in “Others” are Social Psychology, Dialects, Social Geography, Local History and
Biography, Archaeology etc.

Table: 5.2 Class wise breakup of the published literatures

Classes Percentage
300-309 31.80
320-329 15.18
330-339 6.24
360-369 1.44
370-379 461
380-389 18.73
390-399 10.66
Others 11.34
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Table 5.3The Second layer of the breakup

Classes Percentage

300- 1.21
301- 4.55
302- 8.18
303- 14.24
305- 33.33
306- 23.94
307- 14.55

Table 5.4 Third layer of the breakup

Classes  Percentage

305.2- 13.64
305.3- 15.45
305.4- 46.36
305.5- 11.82
305.6- 9.09
305.8- 3.64

Responsiveness to Time and Space

Another salient feature of the Little Magazine is that they are always responsive to space and time. They
react to every prominent social and political phenomenon by publishing special issues on contemporary
topics like the Globalization, Liberalization, Industrialization, Land Acquisition, Godhra’s Riot; State
sponsored Terrorism, Feminism, and SEZ etc. On the other hand, they also have their regional
responsibilities to study and preserve the scarce manuscripts, archaeologies, folklore, local history etc.
The subject interest of the magazines vary from time to time, moreover it differs in rural to urban areas

too.
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Example:

Amritalok published two consecutive special issues on “Land acquisition vs industrialization”, and “State
Sponsored terrorism” in 2007

Diagram: The Contents of Amritalok in few issues of 2007
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Year wise concentrations of subjects in the Articles of Amritalok
2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009

302.14 0 11 0 2 2 4 0 0 0
303.623 0 0 0 0 0 0 29 0 1
303.625 1 0 2 0 0 2 22 8 11
305.42 1 0 0 2 0 5 2 16 0
305.6 0 0 1 3 1 1 1 18 0
325.3 0 0 4 0 0 1 2 2 0
333.76 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 0
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Year wise concentrations of subjects in the Articles of Amritalok

]

m 25-30
m 20-25
m 15-20
m 10-15
m5-10
m0-5

[302.14 = Communalism; 303.623 = Riots; 303.625 = Terrorism; 30542 = Feminism; 305.6 Religious
fundamentalism; 325.3 = Imperialism; 333.76 = Agricultural lands]

In the above figure, there is a pick against the class no. 302.14 i.e. communalism in 2002. That is due to
the communal riot of Godhra. Amritalok published a bunch of articles on that issue in 2002. Similarly, in
2007, 2008 and 2009, there are high altitudes over the classes 303.623 and 303.625 (i.e. Riots and State
sponsored terrorism respectively). Moreover, there is a small hill for 333.76 in 2008 for the issue of the
land acquisition of Singur and Nandigram. These examples prove the contemporariness of the Little
Magazines.
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Exclusiveness and Exhaustiveness

For subjects like anthropology, customs, folklore, folk music etc., Little Magazines are the exclusive

media. It is impossible to conduct any research on Kathakata, Palagan, Tushugan, Bhadugan, Chhou-

nach, Nachni, without the help of these magazines. They provide near-exhaustive information on topics

like folk beliefs and prejudice of rural Bengal.

Some prominent examples:

a) EbangSayak published a special issue on the excavation of “Moghulmari”’, a Buddhist
Monastery, which discovered a missing link of the history of Bengal. All the formal
media started to highlight the subject only after the issue of Ebang Sayak had been
published.

b) Sahajiya, from Kolaghat of Purba Medinipur, prints several article of folk literatures like

Sitalamangal etc. and their poet Nityananda, who lived at a nearby place.

A snap of the database displaying some articles on folklore etc.
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Editors’ Strateqy to Select the Topic(s) of the Magazines

20 editors from the district of Medinipur were interviewed with a structured questionnaire. The factors
they prefer to keep in mind for selection of the topic(s) of their magazines are graphically represented
here. Except the occasions like golden jubilee, silver jubilee etc. of any author, or of any incident or of
any book and journal (e.g., we just crossed the centenary year of Song Offerings by Tagore or Sabujpatra
edited by Pramatha Chaudhury), two most important factors are the contemporary phenomena and the

local issues.

Diagram: 5.5
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Little Magazines and scholar community

Persons did not have interest in modern or postmodern literature, were not aware of Little Magazines.
Even a large number of learned people did not hear the terminology. Those publications were only for the
author, poet and editor themselves. From the 70s of the last century the scenario has been changed. Young
generations become more and more passionate about different arts and literary movements. Their
devotion towards the left and/ or ultra-left political ideologies had some definite influences in this context.

Consequently, the term Little Magazines become familiar to the intellectuals.
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To know the social impact of such periodicals interviews have been conducted with 100 scholars of
Social Science of the district. They were divided into two age groups, e.g. below 45 and over 45. The

responses against different questions are grouped in the following tables.

Questions Age Groups
Below 45 Over 45
Heard about LM 60 12
Know LM 24 8
Read LM regularly 12 8
Remember LM for any article 8 4
Do they have any importance outside art and literature (Y) 22 8
Are they reliable as resource for Social Science? (Y) 22 8
Use LM for research 8 0
Subscribe LM 6 2
Write in LM 2 0
Is there any necessity to preserve LM (Y) 36 8

* All the values are in percentage

Nonacademic persons are the main contributors and readers of the Little Magazines. Academic persons as
author and reader of such periodicals are minority. However, as the editor the percentage of teachers or
professors is quite better. The common people with moderate education (e.g. Graduate), usually not so
successful in their career, are at the forefront of the movement. As they belong closer to the lower middle
class, the major section of the population of our country, a true reflection of the society is found in their

literary and cultural activities.

Percentage of response from Scholars to some guestions in a scale of 4t0 0

Questions Scale

4 3 2 1 0
Novelty of the articles 12 18 21 38 11
Avre they substitute* 7 14 26 29 24
Avre they complementary* 20 36 20 13 11
Avre they exclusive 6 13 27 43 11
Avre they exhaustive 6 11 12 44 27

*Compared with the articles published in formal academic journals
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Conclusion and Findings

It has already been accepted by the author, reader and critic that Little Magazines are the main stream for
modern literature. Novels like Ulysses by James Joyce and Padmanadir Majhi by Manik Bandyopadhyay
were first published in the pages of such magazines (in Little Review and Purbasha respectively). Now, it
is time to recognize those as a newer source of Social Science information. As the literary periodical the
‘littles” are far ahead to their ‘big’ counterparts. For Social Science, they may be considered as the

complementary sources beside the conventional research journals.

To be a ‘Little Magazine’ the slender and often short-lived publications have to satisfy some tough
idealistic criteria. That is why the articles published in a ‘true’ Little Magazine possess a standard quality.
As they have their antiestablishment, noncommercial and subaltern stance, the articles they publish
always have the social responsibilities. Moreover, they create the healthy environment for rational
arguments on different social and political problems. The mass voice ultimately drives us towards the
truth and beauty.

The findings from the above study are listed below:

1. The number of published articles on Social Sciences is found enough (within a period of 12 years
6 magazines published approximately 621 articles on Social Sciences)

2. Leading Social Scientists contribute in these magazines regularly.

3. The information in some branches of Social Sciences (folklore, folk literature, social

anthropology, archaeology etc.) is Exclusive.

4. Some near exhaustive information on some areas of Social Sciences (folklore, folk literature,
social anthropology, archaeology etc.) are published in the Little Magazines.

5. The Little Magazines of Medinipur are responsive to their time and space.

6. Little magazines of Medinipur have been recognized by the Scholars
a) For their novelty
b) As they are substitute of the conventional journal
c) As they are complementary to the conventional journal
d) Asthey are exclusive in some areas
e) As they are exhaustive in some areas
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After the discussion it is clear that the Librarians must have a definite role in this context. They are
always in quest of the newer sources of knowledge and eager to add those in their collection, so that they

are able to answer the all types of quarries of the users.

The reasons for which a Librarian cannot overlook Little Magazines are listed below-

Huge numbers of article on Social Science published every year.

On topics like folklore, archaeology, anthropology the information are exclusive.

They reflect the thoughts of the civil society.

They are the only media to encourage the cultivation of Social Science in Bengali language.

A

These priceless publications are volatile in nature. They should be archived with professional

care.

Therefore we may conclude with the comments that the Little Magazines are the still unexplored and
unfamiliar sources of knowledge especially of the Social Science disciplines. The irregular volatile and
even short lived publications should be collected with immense care. And the articles published there
should be indexed properly. It is better to manage them digitally, so that the preservation and

dissemination of the information become easier.
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Appendix
Classified list of the Articles published in Ebang Sayak(2001 - 2012)

Class No Subject Title Author Year
301 Sociology and Anthropology =&t st (fwtefeas vt IfEw wizfe 2004
301 Sociology and Anthropology  Res (It sepTsice™ “faaeq BSIERERIT] 2009
306.4 Culture IS LA Ao T 2004
306.4 Culture AFS ¢ TNEeife: 6 g aorEel (R ST 2004
306.4 Culture TARSE et SR ~g 2006
306.41 Culture TR WSt Ao Fahst LT 2005
306.874 Culture and institutions; M cafes Wfbe BieT: «izsn SR ~g 2005
Mother
381.180954 Fair A% oG el e @ 2008
398 Folklore TRA-F 432 ERRRT: @3B e g & 2007
398 Folklore AT TR T Feghon T e wfeye e Tetigt ©THR 2009
TSICSTIeT Algie
398 Folklore JEENF 4 8 *-7T BIEXRIEY) 2010
398.2 Folk literature SIS 3 TSR Seis SR Qe 2002
398.2 Folk literature T THAS! AN IR A G372 9 e [T (&R 2002
398.2 Folk literature Tifsareg: A0 BETRIEUS) 2003
398.2 Folk literature Tl - *qqoe e & 2003
398.2 Folk literature AN T wiEw-ew e BETRIEUS) 2003
398.2 Folk literature SRS @ *< K S IR 2004
398.2 Folk literature ET @G SIeA@l 8 OB 2 e e @& 2005
398.27 Folk Medicine CTORST ¢ EeeFy: s e w2fe 2004
39841 Folk belief TR ! - AGPR T Aq 2001
398.41 Folk belief TRCS I9AM ¢ @3> FfoIma T e 2004
398.41 Folk belief ICEICREIR G Ifzw WiEfs 2006
398.41 Folk belief Mo AeFea-IgHT T AP IS RGN 2006
39841 Folk belief &R ETRFTIE G BLGINT 2007
39841 Folk belief T AR Mol QG FAISA T2l = A0 TN EINFE @ 2010
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Class No Subject Title Author Year
398.8 Rhymes TOE AgeG GRS I 2002
398.8 Rhymes JIeET TOR 2R SRS (FAPLRIG! ? 2007
398.9 Proverbs QA 2T 8 2w Frem Arear 2004
398.9 Proverbs TOR o[ g - 9 NP S 2009
398.9 Proverbs e e[mifa TP S 2011
398.9 Proverbs QG AW 8 JEHIETSy e Sredr 2011
745 Folk Arts TCTEE 6y e e 2008
745 Folk Arts ABR T GRS I 2009
781.620095 Folk Music FRefeaRe weeeTa e FmTe S YRR 2004
781.620095 Folk Music YA o R T 2010
793.31 Folk Dance gl i IS 8 FRFe ETHTS vie T JRIAGR 2005
930 Local history TR A2eferd ZfoRm0! HSER PG 2011
930.1 Archaeology ntes @ AT WNe 2001
930.1 Archaeology @R B T <faw Wefs 2001
930.1 Archaeology TOWEHl: AR [RRFd 2hgga CATFIR AT 2004
930.1 Archaeology wewa (@& O EIESREYS) 2005
930.1 Archaeology AQEFQ; GIIFETA! IfEw wizfe 2005
930.1 Archaeology (Hifere G9m: wieed CIgeTsiar IfEw wizfe 2006
930.1 Archaeology AGITHIER A6 CF@: AOER (TR o Al 2006
930.1 Archaeology wreEd Tore @It (@miad qfEw Wzfe 2007
930.1 Archaeology N g W e Bieitey 8 EEEER ffee 2007
930.1 Archaeology SR T RTE Rl % i3 2007
930.1 Archaeology B REERIGRIEACERIIESaE] BETRIEUS) 2008
930.1 Archaeology WieE N Fiorey ffee 2009
930.1 Archaeology FAERICRIEACERC SR PSR ES I <fEw Mefe 2009
930.1 Archaeology ETfiTe @aRe frafere g 2010
930.1 Archaeology ACWGH: 1% '@ 2AGHBI ffee g 2011
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Class No Subject Title Author Year
930.1 Archaeology Excavation at Moghalmari: a Pre-Pala Buddhist Asoke Dutta 2012
monastic complex
930.1 Archaeology YA eETIE wpwe i 2012
930.1 Archaeology wiew; 2l 3feeR Sae Taia T FE’ aw] Aorma W 2012
930.1 Archaeology eI - TOYNG - nieq TR ANS 2012
930.1 Archaeology T T 8 TS T Wa o Al 2012
930.1 Archaeology oI B @3f5 elfstame U HG; TCTO 2012
A
930.1 Archaeology T TR T e 9 2012
930.1 Archaeology e ias agorGe ol g 2012
930.1 Archaeology e ergeifes Sedas ffee g 2012
930.1 Archaeology eeTfe SR 2oz ISR RIERAI 2012
930.1 Archaeology W (ATF (eI feams! 8 TfogeE THE o Al 2012
930.1092 Archaeologist S Aredl: @ g fourg Wt 2003
930.1092  Archaeologist AI0g ¢ PN T2 ORI Fodl 192 O FEHG s IS el 2007
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