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Abstract-

The philosophy of Sri Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda is nowadays called Neo-Vedanta,
integral Vedanta, Integral Advaita etc. Sri Ramakrishna harmonizes all the philosophical schools
of Vedanta, religions and spiritual paths from the standpoint of his own realization of Vijiiana.
This harmonization is actually present in our holy scriptures like Upnisads, Gita, etc. Therefore,
according to Ayon Maharaj, it is more appropriate to call the philosophy of Sri Ramakrishna
Vijiiana-Vedanta than Neo-Vedanta. Vijiiana is the most fundamental concept to understand the
philosophy of Sri Ramakrishna. Sri Ramakrishna, having firmly established in the experience of
Vijiana, declares that Isvara is at once with form, without form, both and beyond both. None can
understand and therefore can limit the nature of Isvara by his own limited intelligence. One
Absolute Isvara can have numerous natures and therefore numerous forms from different
standpoints. In this paper | want to discuss the nature of Isvara according to Sri Ramakrishna's
philosophy. Here | will show that Sri Ramakrishna's unique contribution to the modern
philosophy is to harmonize the philosophical schools of Vedanta, religions and spiritual paths
based on a non-sectarian, liberal and all-inclusive concept of Isvara.
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What he [Sri Ramakrishna] here calls God is the Absolute, and the Absolute, he
thinks, is describable as personal and impersonal, but being beyond both, it is
indescribable and inexpressible. Thus the Absolute, we may say, is the known, the
unknown and beyond the known and the unknown.*
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Sankara hardly makes any distinction between Brahman and ISvara in his
commentaries. For him Brahman is not merely an impersonal principle but also the
omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent Lord. ...It was the post Sankara Advaitins
who gave too much importance to the distinction between Brahman and Isvara.
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%Bhajanananda, Swami, 2010, “Philosophy of Sri Ramakrishna”, Journal of Philosophy, Calcutta: University of
Calcutta, pp.34-35.

Z'Chatterjee, S. C., 1963, Classical Indian Philosophies: Their Synthesis in the Philosophy of Sri Ramakrishna,
Calcutta: University of Calcutta, p. 110. “But the world is conceived by Sankara as an appearance which rests
on our ignorance. So Brahman's creative activity is not real, it is only apparent; Brahman is only apparently
associated with creativity. It follows that God is an unreal appearance of Brahman due to its maya or God is an
unreal appearance of Brahman due to its maya. ... Such a God cannot be the proper object of devotion and
worship.”

ZBhajanananda, Swami, 2010, “Philosophy of Sri Ramakrishna: Journal of Philosophy, Calcutta: University of
Calcutta, p.35. “In some others like the school of Ramanuja and Goudiya Vaishnavism, the Impersonal is treated
merely as the antaryamin or Inner Controller who is an aspect of the transcendent Supreme Deity, the Supreme
Person.”



