
Preface and Acknowledgements

As is the case with most books, this volume has a rather long history. I first
started thinking about the importance of borders and core–periphery relations
in Europe’s interaction with the neighbouring states in the Middle East
and North Africa in 2009–2010. Back then, two of my then-colleagues at
St Antony’s College at Oxford University, Dimitar Bechev and Kalypso
Nicolaïdis, invited me to contribute to a volume on Mediterranean Frontiers
they were editing. The result was a book chapter, ‘Borderlands: The Middle
East and North Africa as Europe’s Southern Buffer Zone’, in which I first
proposed to study the ties that bind the European Union and its single
member states to their so-called southern neighbours by considering the latter
as Europe’s southern borderlands. A research grant I subsequently obtained
from the European Research Council (ERC) gave me the opportunity to do
exactly that: to undertake an in-depth and systematic exploration of different
aspects and dimensions of the relationship between Europe and the neigh-
bouring states in the Middle East and North Africa from the perspective of
expanding borders and orders within quasi-imperial relations. The research
project, which ran from October 2011 to March 2017, involved a dozen
research associates and research assistants, forged extremely fruitful collabor-
ations with different communities of scholars, and produced various publica-
tions on very specific aspects of the relationship between Europe and the
Mediterranean Middle East from a borderlands perspective.

This book partly wraps up the overall results of the research project, but it
also delves into aspects that the project left unexplored. It also reflects my ever-
evolving thinking on the multifaceted relationship between Europe and the
Mediterranean Middle East, which takes issue with the concepts of ‘normative
power Europe’ and ‘Fortress Europe’ alike.

First of all, I am extremely grateful to the ERC for funding the research
project ‘BORDERLANDS: Boundaries, Governance, and Power in the
European Union’s Relations with North Africa and the Middle East’ (Grant
Agreement Number 263277), as well as for their support throughout the
project. My thanks also goes to the Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced
Studies at the European University Institute, which hosted the BORDERLANDS
project from 2011 to 2017. They provided both a wonderful working



environment and an extremely professional project administration (special
thanks to Ingo Linsenmann, Elena Cau, and Mia Saugman).

I cannot possibly thank by name all the great colleagues who have cooper-
ated with the BORDERLANDS project in one way or another and who have
continued to engage in stimulating debates on different types of empires and
their borderlands, core–periphery relations, the multifaceted nature of bor-
ders, and relations between the Middle East and Europe more generally ever
since. The list would simply be too long, so this is a big ‘thank you’ to all of
you. I would like to take the opportunity to thank once more the whole
‘borderlandini’ research team, and in particular Jean-Pierre Cassarino,
Johanne Kübler, Mohamed Limam, Asli Okyay, Ylenia Rocchini, Simone
Tholens, and Jonathan Zaragoza Cristiani. Your input and enthusiasm was
essential. I very much enjoyed working with you and I appreciate our ongoing
conversations.

The book has greatly benefited from the initial comments of two anonym-
ous referees contracted by Oxford University Press; I would also like to thank
Dominic Byatt at OUP for his guidance and insights. Moreover, I am very
grateful to Jean-Pierre Cassarino and Tobias Schumacher for providing their
feedback on the manuscript, or parts of it. A big ‘thank you’ goes to Charlie
Lawrie for providing an exceptional research assistance. I would also like to
thank my students of the ‘Europe and the Mediterranean Middle East’ class at
the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies
(SAIS), SAIS Europe, for their critical thoughts and input on this topic, and
a thank you to all of my students and great colleagues at SAIS Europe.

As always, a final word of thanks goes to my family and friends for all their
emotional—and partly logistical—support (grazie, Tiziana!).
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