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From the Desk of the Editor

It is a truth universally acknowledged that the whole world is running late due to COVID-19
pandemic situation in 2020; and hence, the publication of the present issue of Anudhyan, too,
has suffered the same fate. However, the stream of knowledge always flows in spite of all odds.
The current issue of Anudhyan brings together a bunch of new insightful papers on literature,
music, and social science. The reader, we think, will find their food for thought after reading
the following essays on poet Sankha Ghosh, playwright Manoj Mitra, partition literature, graphic
novel, Sri Aurobindo, gender discrimination in higher education etc.

Partition dialogues are always memories of lost home which remains as a life-long
trauma for the survivors. Supromit Maiti studies the exercise of ‘memory’ and ‘trauma’ in
Urvashi Butalia’s The Other Side of Silence: Voices from the Partition of India after expounding
how Butalia’s work represents an alternative history of partition established mostly on oral
history and narratives which were previously unheeded. Graphic fiction is quite a new entry in
the digital age of literature. Medhashri Mahanty’s paper mainly based on two texts also observes
form, content and even illustration of graphic fiction Corridor. Dr. Sujoy Kr Maity and Dr.
Bipul Kr. Mandal have written on two stalwarts of Bangla poetry and drama -Sankha Ghosh
and Manoj Mitra- respectively from diverse aspects of life and reality. ‘Adda’ (a company of
informal and friendly talkers countering the Western concept of Club) is an integral part of
Bangalee culture. Interestingly, ‘Adda’ becomes a subject of academic discussion in the paper
of Biswajit Adhikary. Other papers on master-disciple relationship in music, Sri Aurodindo’s
philosophy and on social science are also research-oriented and thought-provoking.

The ‘Anudhyan Team’ heartily acknowledges the supports received from all corners-
especially the reviewers, the copy-editor, the printers and above all, Dr. Jayasree Laha, Principal,
Raja NL Khan Women’s College (Autonomous).
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Adda (wset) and the Information Society in Bengal
Dr. Biswajit Adhikary

ABSTRACT

Adda, an inseparable part of Bengali society and culture, is the informal meeting and conversation among a certain

groups of peaple. There are various kinds of @ddas and in such assemblages, through an endless flow of talks some

information and views are also exchanged. This paper aims to give insight to those meetingsand conversations and

tries to check the significance of such information transactions in the information behaviour of our society. More-

over, it also tries to check whether such talks suits or fits with the notion of Information Society or not. Lastly it

concludes with some probable research questions.

Keywords Adda,Information sources, Information saciety, Knowledge society, Information smog, Information

bubbles, Information pollution, and Information stakeholders

Introduction

It is always said by the people associated with
Library and Information Science that we are
living in Information society now. Some of
them are not even satisfied with the term
‘Information’, they discover themselves in a
more advanced era of the society, i.e.
Knowledge society. However, besides such
kind of assertion, we find that information
inequality still exists in our society. There are
still information rich, information poor, and
even information have-nots. A large portion of
the population of our country doesn’t have any
kind of information consciousness even in this
new millennium. The Information industry of
developing countries failed to cover the entire
population. The coverage and availability of
the formal information channels like radio, TV,

newspaper, internet is inadequate. Reading
habits of common people are decreasing
rapidly and the public libraries are still
practicing their old obsolete means and
therefore failing to attract newer generations.

So we see that the information framework
is not skilled and equipped enough to provide
service to the entire pepulation of our country.
Moreover, on the other hand, common people
do not recognize the importance of information
in their daily lives. Now, the question is that,
how can people maintain their livelihoods
without having adequate information in this
modern time? The fact is that, even if the flow
of information remains blocked for some
portion of people due to some social, economic
and technological divides, the information is
spreading out through some other unfamiliar

Librarian, Raja NarendraLal Khan Women s College, Midnapore, West Bengal
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and nonconventional channels. And those
channels may not be safe and hygienic for the
health of the information.

Adda, is one of such channels through
which information may be transmitted in
disguise. Generally Adda is a very favourite
zone for talkative people to pass their time (or
to kill their time). The Adda can be organised
anywhere and anytime with some topic or even
without any topic. This paper tries to highlight
the characters and features of these Addas with
general perceptions. The main limitation of this
paper is that no extensive or intensive research
work has been conducted for it. However, it
tries to raise some research questions which
may be explored through some comprehensive
study in future.

The Addas: definition and types

In “Bangiya Shabdakosh” (a vintage
dictionary of Bengali language) the word Adda
in noun forrv is defined as ‘meeting together’
or ‘assembling together’; and to organise an
Adda or to participate an Adda the famous book
means “to have a gathering for some trivial
insignificant talks™ or “to pass time having
some meaningless chats and gossips”
(Bandyopadhyay, 1933 - 1946).

In “Samsada Bangala Abhidhana”
(Biswas, S., 2006), Adda means a meeting
place, talks and chats, the place of chat etc.

According to the Wikipedia, the word
Adda was incorporated into the Oxford
English Dictionary in 2004. Adda is a
prominent leisurely activity in India and
Bangladesh (Adda (South Asian)). A web

12

version of the Oxford English Dictionary
(English Oxford Living Dictionaries) identifies
the word Adda as an Indian noun word and
describes as “A place, where people gather for
conversation” and “Informal conversation
among a group of people”.

Whatever may be the source book, the
copybook definitions are fail to describe the
true characteristics of aadda. It is only the
Addabaj (participants of adda), who can
provide a true definition of this word. It is daily
or frequent meeting may with some schedule
or without any schedule among a certain group
of people. Generally, some kinds of similarity
of socioeconomic status are found among the
participants. However, some kinds of Adda are
there in which anyone can participate
irrespective of his or her social or economic
backgrounds. The word means both the place
and the conversation of the meeting. In this
paper, we are only concerned about the talks.

Addas are generally organized to pass the
time with friends, colleagues or other close
associates. People make conversation at these
meeting for entertainment, not for serious
interactions. The talks are expected to be
trivial, sappy, casual and insignificant.
Talkativeness is one of the qualities to be a
good addabaj (participant). And it is known to
all that too much talks are full of too much
untruth and half-truth.

Traditionally the Bengali people are
excellent addabaj. That is one of the attributes
of Bengalese along with their affinity in
football or in fish. So whenever we have to
say something about Bengali people we cannot
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exclude the Adda.

The list of the different categories of Adda
may be as following. However, those may not
be mutually exclusive. Moreover, the list is not
exhaustive rather illustrative.

* Adda in rock,

¢ Adda in tea stall,

¢ Adda in barber shop or saloon,

* Adda at morning walk,

* Adda atclub

* Adda at the waiting hall of son’s or

daughter’s school,

* Adda over mobile or telephone

* Adda in virtual space

* Adda at house

e Intellectual addas

The last type of adda, i.e. intellectual adda
is a special kind of association and interactions
among intellectual people. Authors, Editors,
Painters, Film makers, Musicians, Teachers,
Journalists, etc. are generally participate in
such meeting. “Invisible College” is an
example of such Adda, where a small
community of interacting scholars who often
met face-to-face, exchanged ideas and
encouraged each other (Invisible College). We
may also remember the Gymnasium in Ancient
Greece, which was a place for socializing and
engaging in intellectual pursuits, besides
functioning as a training facility for
competitors in public game(s) (Gymnasium
(ancient Greece)). There has been numbers of
such addas in Kolkata and other enlightens
parts of the state. Some prominent examples
are — Budhasandhya, Homseana, Desh
Patrikar Adda, Mitra Gosher Addae tc. But

those addas are very little in number and
especially confined within the elite portion of
the society. In this present article we are
concerned with the adda of common people.

Types of Information exchanged and
disseminated in Addas

As previously told, the addas are generally
organized for entertainment and to pass the
time. Therefor the conversations made there
are full of trivial insignificant talks, insincere
comments, misinformation, disinformation,
untruth and half-truth, gossip, rumor, personal
Judgments, etc, People talk about everything
they can, they preview or review films and
books, they make comments on different
decisions and activities made by Govt. and
administration, they criticize the captain of
Indian National Cricket for any infield
decision, and they even express their thoughtful
Judgments on the Presidential election of the
United States.

Obviously, among lots of negatives there
are some positives also. A large portion of
common people of our society are very much
dependable on different kinds of such
meetings. Tea stall, Saloon, or Haat (weekly
or semi-weekly market in rural or suburban
areas) are those places from where common
men receive different kinds of necessary
information of day to day life. Those who are
illiterate can get the news digest or the
contemporary social or political information
from such informal meetings.

Previously, the addas were organized at a
particular time of the day or week. But

13
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nowadays, due to the introduction of social
media like Facebook, twitter, WhatsApp, etc.
the virtual addas do not have any time
limitation. These types of addas are never
finished. There are a huge numbers of people
who remain online (on for addas) all day long.
Actually we may call the addas in virtual space
as the round the clock adda.

In these addas, each bit of information
accompanied with lots of noise like
misinformation and disinformation. However,
the dangerous thing is that due to the
communication speed and the popularity of
such media a rumour or any half-truth insincere
comments may be outspread all over the
community within a few minutes.

Moreover, as the common men got the
connectivity irrespective of their educational
and socioeconomic stétus, a serious matter may
also be ill-treated. It is often seen that different
antisocial things and thoughts are also
exchanged o> or such virtual social media.
There are certain groups in virtual spaces who
promote communalism, racism, terrorism in
organized way.

Addi and the Information Society

The definition of Information society and
Knowledge Society:

An information society is a society where
the creations, distribution, use, integration and
manipulation of information is a significant
economic, political, and cultural activity
(Information society).

A knowledge society generates shares and
makes available to all members of

14

the society knowledge that may be used to
improve the human condition. A knowledge
society differs from an information society in
that the former serves to transform information
into resources that allow society to take
effective action while the latter only creates
and disseminates the raw data (Knowledge
society).

In previous sections, the types and
characteristics of Addas has been descrtbed.
Now the question is that whether the notions
like the trivial talkative adda and information
society suites each other or not.

As we seen that with a single bit of
information the adda disseminates lots of noise.
Such types of addas creates huge amount of
information bubbles, information smog, and in
such way they add some amount of information
pollution. Information pollution is being
defined as the contamination of information
supply with irrelevant, redundant, unsolicited
and low-value information (ORMAN, 1984).;
and the spread of useless and undesirable
information can have a detrimental effect on
human activities. It is considered one of the
adverse effects of the information revolution
(CAI & ZHANG 1996).

Adda is also another responsible institution
for the creation and circulation of Information
pollution.

Conclusion

In addas, among lots of negatives, of
course, there are few positives too. However
we have to eliminate those negatives through
inclusive social movements. There are some
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definite duties of Information professionals to
maintain the formal channels to disseminate
information for common men. However, not
only the Information Professionals, all the
information stakeholders have to take over
their responsibilities in this respect. As the
people become more information conscious
and more informed the adda they involve will
be more reliable as information channels. Only
through this process we can get a pollution free
and equitable inclusive Information Society.

Some Research Topics on the subject

1. Quality and quantity of information
disseminated in Addas.

2. The Information Input and Output of
common people of South Asian countries,

3. Relation between the socioeconomic status
of common people and the quality of
information disseminated by them,

4. Relation between the education of the
participants of Adda and the subject(s)
talked about by them,

5. Relation between the economic poverty and
the information poverty,

6. Information inequality among the people of
developing countries,

7. Social justice and information justice,

8. Information and happiness, etc.
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Positional differences of Biomotor ability among East Zone Inter
University Volleyball players

Dr. Krishnendu Pradhan

ABSTRACT

In the present study, an attempt has been made to compare the positional differences of biomotor motor ability among
cast zone inter university male volleyball players. Fifty six male volleyball players (N=56, average age: 23.21%1.56
years) from east zone inter university volleyball tournament-2014 were purposively selected in this study. The players
were categorized as middle blockers (N=14), outside hitters (N=18), liberos (N=12) and setters (N=12) according to
their different playing positions in the court. The participants performed different body compositions as basic descriptive
sample indicators relative to their different playing positions by Karada Scan; Body Composition Monitor. Biomotor
ability components of volleyball players were measured through standard tests as explosive leg strength by standing
broad jump, explosive shoulder strength by six pound medicine ball put, speed by 50 meter run, endurance by 600
yard run & walk, flexibility by sit & reach test and eye-hand coordination by ball transfer test respectively. One way
analysis of variance (ANOVA) was used to observed differences of mean among the groups. The level of significance
was set at 0.05. The results showed that there were significant differences in explosive leg strength, explosive shoulder
strength, speed, endurance and flexibility among different playing positions. No significant differences exist in eye-
hand coordination .nong different positional players of the court, The results of this study help the coaches and
trainers to set appi opriate training schedule that consider playing positions in relation to their biomotor ability in the
game of volleyball. Therefore, more researches must be conducted in order to understand better talent identification

and team selection that considers positional roles and demands in volleyball.

Key words: Biomotor ability, middle blockers, outside hitters, setters, liberos.

Introduction

Biomotor ability refers to the description of
various capacities, or qualitics of movement
and performance required performing any
given motor task. The components of biomotor
ability are critical factors in determining
success in a wide variety of sports. For
example, muscular strength and power are
generally acknowledged as being important in

all team sports. Every sport activity has
dominant biomotor ability. However,
contemporary research suggests that sport
activities can be affected by several biomotor
abilities. It can be clearly seen by the fact that
muscular strength appears to influence both
running speed and endurance at games and
sports. The three main biomotor abilities
include: Force (strength), Speed, and

Assaciate Professor, Department of Physical Education, Garhbeta College, Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal, India
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Endurance. Because both speed and endurance
derive from strength, strength (force) is
considered to be the primary biomotor ability.
Strength affects all other biomotor abilities.
All other biomotor abilities arise from strength
and may affect each other, but don’t affect
strength. For this reason strength should be
considered as the crucial biomotor ability.

The performance of players is influenced
by many factors such as physical, physiological
and psychological variables, technique, tactics,
physique, body size, body composition and
application of biomechanical principles.! It is
clearly evident that special physical
characteristics or anthropometric profiles
predict whether an athlete is fit and ready for
competing in the highest levels in a specific
sport field.>* No doubt the performance of
player influenced by many factors but still
biomotor components is the primary factor
among these entire factors.* Thakur and Sinha
pointed out that, “world’s topmost sporting
nations are very much conscious on fitness
factors which are supposed to play a dominant
role in its future performance in sports and
games.”

A volleyball squad comprises 12 players
with team positions broadly defined as setter,
hitter (outside hitter/left side hitter and opposite
hitter/right side hitter), middle blocker, and
libero, Each of these positions plays a specific
role in a volleyball match.® Considering the
specialized role of the various positions in
volleyball and the specific tasks involved, it is
likely that differences exist in the physiologic
characteristics among the playing positions, but

this is not well understood.” Before the rule
changes, positional roles were not so obvious
and there were many universal players that
could play different roles. High-level
competition demands and evolving tactical play
strategies have led to an increase in the
specialization of player positions. Several
studies have compared the anthropometric and
physiological profiles of volleyball players
according to their playing positions.®%1°
However, to the authors’ knowledge no similar
studies that compare the biomotor ability of east
zone inter university male volleyball players
in terms of their playing positions are available.
An understanding of the biomotor ability of east
zone inter university volleyball players in terms
of their different playing positions may be
important for talent identification and player
selection for specific positions in volleyball
game.

Methods and Materials

Subjects: A total of 56 male (mean and SD of
age 23.21%1.56 years) east zone inter university
volleyball players from eight different
universities of east zone inter university
volleyball tournaments-2014, held on 25%-30%
September, 2014 at KIIT university, unifersity
complex, Bhubaneswar, Orissa were purposively
selected as subjects in this study. The players
were categorized according to their playing
positions and roles. They were categorized as
middle blockers (N=14), outside hitters (N=18),
liberos (N=12) and setters (N=12).

Age, height, body weight, body mass index
(BMI) and body fat percent: Age of the
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players was measured according to date of birth
certificates. The body height was measured
with a GPM anthropometer (Siber & Hegner,
Zurich, Switzerland) to the nearest centimeter.
Body weight, body mass index (BMI) and body
fat % were measured with a Karada Scan; Body
Composition Monitor; HBF-375, (OMRAN),
Japan, by individual setting of respective
personal data of date of birth, gender and height
respectively.

Measurement of performance indicators:
The study was conducted on the biomotor
ability components by using standard tests as
explosive leg strength by ‘standing broad jump’
in meter, explosive shoulder strength by ‘six
pound medicine ball put’ in meter, speed by
‘50 meter run’ in second, endurance by ‘600
yard run and walk’ in minute, flexibility by “sit

and reach test’ in centimeter and eye-hand
coordination by ‘ball transfer test’ in second
units respectively.

Statistical analysis: The Statistical Package for
Social Studies, (Version 19, SPSS Inc.,
Chicago, Illinois) was used for statistical
analysis. A one-way analysis of variance
(ANOVA) was used to determine significant
differences among different playing positions
characteristics. In order to determine which
group was different from other group Tukey
post hoc test applied. The statistical
significance was set at p <0.05.

Results

The basic descriptive sample indicators of
positional differences of biomotor ability
among east zone inter university male
volleyball players are presented in table 1.

Table 1
Basic descriptive sample indicators of east zone inter university male volleyball players

Playing N Body Body BMI Body

Position Height (cm) Weight (ke) (kg/m?) Fat (%)
Middle 14 184.28 | 70.85 21.97 1620
Blockers £2.33 | +1.99 +1.45 +(.85
Outside 18 181.61 72.27 23.11 1721
Hitters + 232 +1.99 +1.48 +1.10
Liberos 12 169.58 56.16 20.37 16.05
+2.50 +2.32 +1.20 +1.29
Setters 12 175.08 65.33 21.47 16.69
+ 144 +£2.53 +0.77 +0.93
Total / 56 178.30 66.98 21.89 16.60
Average +6.01 +6.60 +1.62 +1.13

The results in table 2 present the demographic components of biomotor ability among east zone
inter university male volleyball players in terms of their playing positions.

18



Dr. Krishnendu Pradhan

Table 2
Demographic sample indicators of biomotor ability according to positional differences
Playing Position ? Middle Outside Liberos Setters Team
Biomotor ability ? Blockers Hitters Average
Explosive leg 248 2.47 249 238 246
strength (mt) £0.06 | £005 | *0.04 =0.04 £ 0.06
Explosive shoulder 13.24 13.32 12.12 12,08 12.78
strength (mt) + (.58 +0.47 + 0,59 = 0.60 = 0.80
Speed 7.36 7.35 7.12 7.27 7.28
(sec) +0.19 £0.24 £0.18 £ 0.15 £0.21
Endurance 1.51 1.49 1.37 1.38 1.45
(min) +0.11 £0.12 £ 0.05 +0.03 £0.11
Flexibility 23.42 22.66 27.16 26.58 24.66
(ecm) +2.59 £2.08 £ 1.64 +2.15 £2.87
Coordination 17.30 17.32 17.29 17.28 17.30
(sec) ' +0.36 £0.32 +0.30 +0.26 £0.31

Table 2 represents biomotor ability
components of inter university male volleyball
players in terms of their different playing
positions. The mean explosive leg strength of
middle blockers, outside hitters, liberos, setters
and team average were 2.48 = 0.06 mt, 2.47 +
0.05 mt, 2.49 = 0.04 mt, 2.38 + 0.04 mt and
2.46 + 0.06 mt respectively. The mean
explosive shoulder strength of middle blockers,
outside hitters, liberos, setters and team average
were 13.24+0.58mt, 13.324+0.47mt, 12.12+
0.59 mt, 12.08 + 0.60 mt and 12.78 & 0.80 mt
respectively. The mean values of speed for
middle blockers, outside hitters, liberos, setters
and team average were 7.36+ 0.19 sec, 7.35+
0.24 sec, 7.12 + 0.18 sec, 7.27 £ 0.15 sec and
7.28 + 0.21 sec respectively.

In endurance the mean values of middle

blockers, outside hitters, liberos and setters
were 1.51 £ 0.11 sec, 1.49 £ 0,12 sec, 1.37 =
0.05 sec and 1.38 £ 0.03 sec respectively,
whereas the team average shows 1.45 + 0.11
sec. In flexibility the mean values of middle
blockers, outside hitters, liberos and setters
were 23.42 £2.59 cm, 22.66 = 2.08 cm, 27.16
+ 1.64 cm and 26.58 + 2.15 c¢m, whereas the
team average shows 24.66+2.87 cm. The mean
coordination ability of middle blockers, outside
hitters, liberos, setters and team average were
17.30+0.36 sec, 17.32+£0.32 sec, 17.29+0.30
sec, 17.28 = 0.26 sec and 17.30 + 0.31 sec
respectively. One way analysis of variance
(ANOVA) represents the positional differences
of biomotor ability components of inter
university male volleyball players, F values and
their significant levels in Table 3.
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Table 3
ANOVA of Biomotor ability components in terms of their different playing positions
Biomotor ability Sum of Mean
components squares df | square F Sig.
Explosive Between Groups 0.090 3 0.030
leg Within Groups 0.161 52 0.003 9.72 | 0.000
strength Total 0.251 55 -
Explosive Between Groups | 19.364 3 6.455
shoulder Within Groups 16.198 52 0.311 20.72 | 0.000
strength Total 35.562 55 -
Between Groups 0.495 3 0.165
Speed Within Groups 2.159 52 0.042 3.974 | 0.013
) Total 2.654 55 -
Between Groups 0.207 3 0.069
Endurance Within Groups 0.467 52 0.009 7.68 0.000
Total 0.674 55 -
Between Groups | 212.542 3 70.847 '
Flexibility Within Groups | 242.012 | 52 4.654 15.22 | 0.000
Total 454.554 | 55 -
Between Groups 0.015 3 0.005
Co-ordination Within Groups 5.385 52 0.104 0.04 0.986
' Total 5.400 35 -

Significant at .05 level.

The results of positional differences of
biomotor ability components of east zone inter
university male volleyball players in table 3
revealed that significant differences (p<0.05)
were observed in explosive leg strength,
explosive shoulder strength, speed, endurance
and flexibility of biomotor ability components.
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Insignificant differences were found in
coordination ability among positional
differences of east zone inter university male
volleyball players. Table 4 represented the post
hoc multiple comparisons of different biomotor
ability components of east zone inter university
male volleyball players.
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Table 4
Tukey post hoc multiple comparisons of biomotor ability of east zone
inter university male volleyball players in terms of their playing positions

BMA Playing Position MD ‘p’ BMA Playing Position MD ‘n*
MB OSH | 0.007 | .705 MB OSH 0.011 988

g E[ wmB L 0009 | 669 | 8 MB L 0.130° | 005
B A s 0.097° | .000 E MB s 0.126 | 007
SHE[osw [T oo [as] 2 [osA| L | ei® | 007
E E OSH S 0.089° | .000 g OSH S 0.115° 010
L 3 0.106° | .000 = L S 0.004 1.00
MB OSH | 0078 | .695 MB OSH 0.760 755
BeE| ™mB L | 1125 | .000 E [ ms L 3730 | .000
2899 [ M S L160" | 000 | = MB S 3.150 | 003
S 34| OSH L 1.203° | .000 ) OSH L 4500 000
XEE| OsH S 1238° | .000 s OSH S 3910 000
L S 0.035 | .879 = L S 0.580 911
MB OSH | 0.006 | 1.000 2 MB OSH 0.020 614
MB T 0240 | .021 (=) MB L 0.010 .663
a MB S 0.091 | 668 | 4 & MB 3 0021 | 997
g OSH L 0234 | .017 | O Z OSH L 0.031 125
OSH S 0.085 | .679 2 OSH S 0.042 754
L S 0.149 | .288 © L S 0.011 594

‘BMA’- Biomotor ability, ‘MD’- Mean difference, ‘p’- p value,
‘MB’- Middle Blockers, ‘OSH’- Qutside Hitters, ‘L’- Liberos & *S’- Setters

*Significant at .05 level.

Discussion of Findings

In the present study biomotor ability
components of male east zone inter university
volleyball players have been evaluated and
compared among the different playing
positions. This study clearly indicates the
existence of biomotor ability components differ
among the different playing positions. The
results in table 3 reveals that significant
differences (p<0.05) were observed in
explosive leg strength, explosive shoulder
strength, speed, endurance, flexibility and
insignificant differences exist in coordination
ability among the groups.

The explosive leg strength of biomotor
ability component showed in table 2, that the
middle blockers, outside hitters and liberos
were stronger than the setter as compared to
their different playing positions. Table 4
indicates that significant differences exist
between middle blockers and setters, outside
hitters and setters & liberos and setters and
insignificant differences were found between
middle blockers and outside hitters, middle
blockers and liberos & outside hitters and
liberos in explosive leg strength. The middle
blockers, outside hitters and liberos were
stronger may be due to the fact that stretch-
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shortening and explosive repeated jumping and
blocking of middle blockers & outside and
sudden diving movement patterns in different
sides of liberos are performed during game
situations whereas the setters are performed
moderate level maximal jumps during game.
This result is consonance with the study of
Marghes et al., (2009)."

The explosive shoulder strength of
biomotor ability in table 2 reveals that the
middle blockers and outside hitters were better
than liberos and setters. Table 4 indicates that
significant differences exist between middle
blockers and liberos, middle blockers and
setters, outside hitters and liberos as well as
outside hitters and setters in relation to
explosive shoulder strength. No significant
differences were found in explosive shoulder
strength between middle blockers and outside
hitters also between liberos and setters in
explosive shoulder strength. The possible
explanations for the results of explosive
shoulder strength may be due to the fact that
the middle blockers and outside hitters are
frequently uses their explosive shoulder
strength for blocking, smashing and some time
for jump service, whereas the liberos and
setters are not uses their explosive shoulder
strength as frequent used by middle blockers
and outside hitters.

In speed component of biomotor ability
significant differences were found between
middle blockers and liberos also between
outside hitters and liberos. There were no
significant differences were exist in speed
between middle blockers and outside hitters,
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middle blockers and setters, outside hitters and
setters as well as liberos and setters in relation
to playing positions. The results indicated in
table 2, that the liberos are better in speed
compare with middle blockers, outside hitters
and setters according to playing positions may
be due to facts that liberos are only back court
specific defensive players having less height,
body weight and fat percent but better in
explosive leg strength and agility which fulfill
the favorable conditions to produce greater
momentum for speed in relation to volleyball
game. Table 4 represents of endurance of
biomotor ability that, significant differences
were found between middle blockers and
liberos, middle blockers and setters, outside
hitters and liberos as well as outside hitters and
setters. No significant differences were showed
between middle blockers and outside hitters
also-between liberos and setters in relation to
endurance ability. The liberos and setters posses
better endurance ability may be due to the fact
that they are actively involve much more time
during the match as well as continuous
executing their performances than that of
middle blockers and outside hitters. Whereas
in top class competition the middle blockers
and outside hitters when switch over from front
court to back court due to rotation order, they
may have to substitute by the liberos or
defensive players by their coaches for energy
restoration of next powerful attack or strategies.

The flexibility of biomotor ability in table
2 reveals that, significant differences were
found between middle blockers and liberos,
middle blockers and setters, outside hitters and
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liberos as well as outside hitters and setters.
No significant differences were showed
between middle blockers and outside hitters as
well as liberos and setters in relation to
flexibility ability. The findings may be due to
the fact that the setters have to set a ball as a
second pass for predictable attack, that’s why
they have to take a suitable position in the court
with dynamic balance by using top level
flexibility. Liberos are the specific defensive
back court players in the volleyball game. For
defense any attacked ball from opposite side
liberos have to agile, which is depend upon the
flexibility. They have to maintain top class
agility as well as acceleration ability too for
their fitness. To maintain the agility and
acceleration ability, the flexibility is also very
useful which is directly proportionate to agility
and acceleration ability. In volleyball game all
categories players are playing with a ball by
using their respective specific skills by the
application of coordinative ability of eye-hand
coordination. Table 4 clearly indicated that no
significant differences were observed in eye-
hand coordination among all groups. The
coordination ability of each category of east
zone male volleyball players according to their
playing positions is more or less same.

Conclusion

The results of this study indicated that
significant differences were found in explosive
leg strength, explosive shoulder strength, speed,
endurance and flexibility components among
cast zone inter university male volleyball
players in terms of their different playing

positions. Insignificant differences exist in
coordination ability among different playing
positions of volleyball court. In conclusion the
results of the present study confirmed that in
explosive leg strength; middle blockers, outside
hitters and liberos are comparatively stronger
than setter according to their playing positions.
In explosive shoulder strength middle blockers
and outside hitters are performed better power
than liberos and setters. Positional players of
liberos and setters executed better
performances in endurance and flexibility of
biomotor ability. In speed component only
liberos are executed superior performer
compared to middle blockers, outside hitters
and setters.
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Enquiring the space for Muslim Women in Indian Panchayati Raj
System: A special reference to West Bengal

Md Reja Ahammad*, Bipul Kumar Bhadra** & Asmita Bhattacharyya***

ABSTRACT

Since the ancient day, the Panchayati Raj Institutions have been playing an important role in Indian society. We get
enough evidences of the existence of the Panchayat system in ancient India. During the Muslim rule also the system
continued to operate unobstructed. However, the presence of the local self government is an offshoot of the British
governance. The ideological framework of the Panchayat system was developed during Indian freedom movement.
The idea of ‘Gram Swaraj’ conceptualized by Mahatma Gandhi had received a huge support from the people. He
felt that ‘powerto the people’ is the essence of true democracy. A fter independence, the Panchayati Raj System was
introduced in 1957 in India. The 73* Amendment of the Constitution (1992) provided the constitutional status of
the Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRISs). The most significant part of this Amendment is the reservation of one third
of its seats for women including those from Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes women. Later, various steps
have been taken to strengthen the Panchayat System. But surprisingly, the existing literature reviews reveal that the
presence of women in Panchayat was very negligible. In the year 2011, the Government of West Bengal had
reserved half of its seats for women (S.C, S.T and OBC including Muslim women). This present paper
comprehensively captures the historical backdrop of Panchayati Raj Institutions and their gradual expansion to
empower the marginalized sections of society i.c. women, dalits, tribes and muslims with specific reference to the
Panchayat Raj system in West Bengal. The authors critically examine the participation trends of these vulnerable
sections in panchayat. Further, this paper has critically captures the intent and actual practice of the reservation
policies followed the grassroots level politics.

Keywords: Development, Minority, Constitutional Status, Grassroots Politics.

The issue of women’s participation in politics
has become a crucial agenda throughout the
world including India. Modern democracy it
presupposes, full participation of all citizens
in politics. Success of democracy depends on
the participation of people in decision making
process at all the levels starting from the grass

*Department of Sociology, Vidvasagar University, Midnapore.

roots. Peoples’ participation is possible only
when the decentralization of power takes place.
In India, Panchayati Raj system signifies the
decentralised system of governance. It is
entrusted with spearheading people
participation in politics and organizing them
from local development. No other socio-
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political organization other than Panchayati raj
has been able to exert such influence on people
and create interests in the masses after
independence. Mobilization of people at the
grass roots level is proved to be an important
means to bring about socio-economic and
political transformation in rural India.

Panchayat literally means an assembly or
gathering of five people who are elected or
selected by local villagers, to settle the issues
arising in the villages or inhabitation in the
rural or distance place (1). Panchayati Raj is
an instrument of local governance. It is
formally different from Panchayat, which
implies government of a local body limited to
a geographical area. Jawaharlal Nehru did not
like the system of democratic decentralization.
According to him, democracy means power
coming up from the people. Panchayati Raj was
not imagined as a territorial government or
administration; but rather an approach to
administration guided by and vested on the
people themselves (2).

The Panchayati Raj institutions have been
playing important role in Indian society since
the ancient days. We get enough reference to
this system in the Manusmriti, the Arthasastra
and the Mahabharata (3). The decentralization
of power in the kingdom of the Maurya and
the Gupta period was unique. Such a
decentralization of power was unknown to the
western world until the modern times. The
local governments, then, existed at different
levels and performed many functions, though
not very democratic, yet were sufficiently
autonomous. During the rule of Muslim’s in
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India, functioning of local institutions was
unobstructed. Mughal government was highly
centralized and autocratic. The king was the
driving force of the entire administration. As
the regions are larger in size, communication
among the districts became different and slow,
the transfer of local offices were more frequent,
s0, no political life or local initiatives were left
with the people. The local chiefs and
Zaminders were recognized by the Muslim
rulers as the store house of authority. In the
era of Mughal empire the villages and towns
had partial self-government with no local
autonomy. The office of the Kotwal was the
keystone of the municipal administration and
its functions were the most erodible and wider
than the present day municipal bodies. The
Mughals did not encourage local institutions,
but the institutions that existed at that time use
to function with the official authority of rulers
(4).

The present form of the local self
government is a result of the creative
imagination of the British Government. It
started with The Chawkidari Act which was
passed by Lord Mayo in 1870.The Chowkidari
Act marked the beginning of the revival of the
traditional panchayat system in Bengal. This
Actempowered the District Magistrates to set
up panchayats by nominated members in the
villages to collect taxes for maintenance of the
chowkidars or watchman (5). Later, Lord
Ripon laid the foundation stone of modern local
government in India. The Ripon Resolution
1882 had directed the regional government to
transfer enough revenue to local bodies which
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were entrusted to deal with matters of local
importance. It was suggested further to
establish the local boards in each district. As
the area under a board was kept small, it was
quite easy to ascertain the needs of the local
people. The local self-government institutions
received further boost with the appointment of
Royal Commission on Decentralisation in 1907
under the Chairmanship of C.E.H. Hobhouse.
The Commission argued that local government
should start from the village level rather than
from the district level (6). The development of
local self-government institutions got further
impetus with the implementation of Montague
Chelmsford Report (1919) which made local
self-government a ‘transferred subject’ under
the Scheme of Diarchy. The most significant
development of this period was the
establishment of the village panchayat in a
number of provinces. During the 1920’s
Gandhi made a strong plea for introduction of
self-governments in villages with a view to
improve their economy. He opined that the
independence must begin at the bottom. Every
village should be a republic or a panchayat
should have more power. However, the British
government did not pay any attention to this
issue. It was only in 1937 when the Congress
ministries were formed at the provinces under
the Act of 1935, attention was paid for
establishment and recognisation of panchayat
(7). Gandhi gave an outline of his idea about
‘Gram Swaraj’ in the ‘Harijan’, dated 26" July,
1942, According to Gandhi, each village
should be basically self reliant, making
provision for all necessity of life, food,

clothing, clean water, Sanitation, housing,
Education and so on, including the Government
and self defense and all social amenities
required by a community (8). But it may be
observed that Dr B.R. Ambedkar had taken a
different standpoint and views regarding the
introduction of Panchayat system in India. Dr
Ambedkar opposed the concept of Panchayat
system as he believed it won’t be conducive to
ground realities of the Indian village. He argued
that the villages were ruled by the dominant
caste and according to him, if the powers were
given to the locals, the Varna system would be
continued, despite the fact the Indian
Constitution ensures equality to all in the
country (9). After long debates in the
Constituent Assembly, the village Panchayat
was included in Article 40. It states that “The
state shall take steps to organise village
panchayat and endow them with such powers
and authority as may be necessary to enable
them to function as unit of local self-
government”

The post-independence phase of the
Panchayati raj is marked with significant
development. The Government of India
launched a comprehensive Programme of
Community Development (CDP) in 1952 to
seek participation of the people and rural
transformation. The programme failed in its
mission with out any agency at the village level.
In January 1957, the Government of India
appointed a committee under the leadership of
Balwant Rai Mehta to examine the working of
the Community Development Programme
(1952) and the National Extension Service
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(1953) and to suggest measures for their better
working. The committee observed that the
failure of the CDP was due to absence of the
people participation. In order to secure
participation, the committee suggested that ‘a
set of institutional arrangement would had to
be created to make participation meaningful
and effective. The committee also suggested
the establishment of a three tier Panchayat raj
system like Gram Panchayat at the village
level, Panchayat Samity at the block level and
Zilla Parishad at the district level (10).The
recommendations of the Mehta committee
were accepted by the National Development
Council in January 1958. The council did not
force on a single rigid pattern Panchayat and
left it to the states to evolve their own patterns
suitable to their respective local conditions, But
the basic principles and the fundamentals
should be identical throughout the country. In
accordance with the recommendations of the
committee, Rajasthan was the first state to
create three tiers Panchayat system in India.
Rajasthan was followed by the Andhra
Pradesh, which also adopted the system in
1959. There after, most of the states adopted
the system. However there were many
differences among the states in the structure,
functions, finance and so on. For example
Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh adopted three
tier Panchayat system while Tamil Nadu,
Haryana adopted two tier systems. Some of the
states like Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala created
only one tier village Panchayat. West Bengal
adopted four tier Panchayat systems.
Panchayat Samity is a powerful unit of

planning and development at block level in
Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh whereas Zilla
Parishad is a powerful unit of planning and
development at district level in Maharashtra
and Gujarat. Some of the states like Haryana,
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh have formed
Nyaya Panchayat for solving the civil and
minor criminal cases (11).

Womien in panchayat: But it is surprising
that despite the various initiatives taken to
strengthen the Panchayati Raj system, women
participation was not considered. The question
of Women’s participation in Panchayat merited
attention of the Committee on the Status of
Women in India (CSWI) in the year 1974, It
favoured the establishment of all women
panchayat at the village level with autonomy
and resources of their own for the management
and administration of women and children
development programme (12). In 1975, the
global concerns of women participation was
noticed when UN declared that the years 1975-
85 as the women development decade and also
took some resolutions for it.

In December 1977, the Government of
India appointed a committee for strengthening
the Panchayat Raj system. The committee was
popularly known as Ashok Mehta Committee.
The committee observed that the activities of
the Panchayati Raj Institutions, even at block
level, were meager, their resource base was
limited, and that they had been stagnating, if
not declining, since 1965. The committee
further stated that the Panchayats were
mistrusted in Gujarat and Maharashtra by the
state government officials and that a growing
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range of developmental activities like the Small
Farmers Development Agency, the Drought
Prone Areas Programme and the Intensive
Tribal Development Project, were not being
brought under the preview of the elected Zilla
Parishad. Further, the Panchayati Raj system
was also dominated by the socio-economically
privileged section of the society and it
facilitated the emergence of oligarchic forces
yielding no benefits to the weaker sections
(13).The main recommendations of the
committee were decentralization of power to
district and below it and the constitutional
sanction of the Panchayati raj system which
stress to need for inclusion of women in this
institution (14). The committee suggested for
co-option of two lady members from those
women who secured highest number of votes
among the women candidates. No action was
taken on the recommendation of Mehta
committee due to collapse of the Janata
Government before the completion of its term.
However, according to this report, the state like
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal
passed new a legislation to revitalize the
Panchayati Raj institutions.

In the year 1985 G. V. K. Rao Committee
was appointed by the Planning Commission to
review the administrative arrangements for
rural development and poverty Alleviation
Programmes. The committee observed that the
development process was gradually
bureaucratized and divorced from,ﬁthc
Panchayati Raj. This phenomenon of
bureaucratization weakened the Panchayati Raj
institutions, The committee recommended

three tier Panchayat system and also focused
on election of those bodies that should be held
regularly, as the district as the basic unit of
planning and programme implementation. The
committee also suggested for reservation of
women (15).In June 1986, a committee was
appointed for Revitalization of Panchayati Raj
Institution for Democracy and Development
under the Chairmanship of L. M. Singhvi. The
committee viewed that the Panchayati Raj
should be constitutionally recognised,
protected and preserved by the inclusion of a
new chapter in the constitution, It also
suggested for the constitutional provisions to
ensure regular, free and fair elections to the
Panchayati raj bodies (16). In 1988, a sub-
committee was formed under the chairmanship
of P. K. Thungon to examine the political and
administrative structure in the district for the
purpose of district planning. The committee
recommends the constitutional recognition,
reservation of seats in all the three tiers
Panchayat system and also suggested that there
should be reservation for women (17).An
another committee on policy and programmes
was constituted in a same year under the
chairmanship of V. N. Gadgil. The committee
was asked to consider the issue “how best
Panchayati Raj Institutions could be made
effective” In this context; the committee
suggested that constitutional status should be
bestowed on the Panchayati Raj bodies,
Reservation for SC, ST and women. The
committee also suggested the Panchayati Raj
bodies should have the responsibility of
preparation and implementation of plan for
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socio economic development (18).

The National Perspective of Plan for
Women which is dwelt on the question of
political participation of women at the
grassroots level democratic institutions in
between 1988 — 2000. The team pointed out
that political power and entry to the decision
making process and authority are critical
obligatories for women’s quality in the process
of nation building. The committee
recommended that in rural local self governing
bodies at all levels from the village Panchayat
to Zilla Parishad there should be 30 percent of
seats reserved for women. There should be
reservation of 30 percent of the executive heads
of all bodies from Gram Panchayats to Zilla
Parishad for women. A certain percentage of
constituencies in the lower tier of Panchayati
Raj would be declared as women’s
constituencies and in a certain number of
territorial administrations reserved for women
candidate (19). The above recommendations
and suggestions of various committees become
the basis for drafting amendment bill which
aimed at conferring the constitutional status
and protection to the Panchayati Raj
Institutions. Therefore, the 64" Amendment
Bill, 1989 was introduced in Parliament for
constituting Panchayats in every state at the
village, intermediate and district levels, It
proposed that the legislature of the state could
by law endow the Panchayats with such powers
and authority as may be necessary fo enable
them to function as the institutions of the self
government. Though the bill got a two thirds
majority in Lok Sabha but it was stuck down
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in the Rajya Sabha on 15" October, 1989 by
just two votes (20). The 73rd Amendment
(1992) provides for certain far-reaching steps
to strengthen Panchayats. The Article 243 G
deals with the recognisation of Panchayats as
institutions of self government with prime
responsibilities of promoting economic
development and ensuring social justice. The
Article 243 D provides reservation of thirty
three percent seats for women (including the
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes) of the
total number of seats in every panchayat
through allotment by rotation of different
constituencies in a panchayat. The Act also
provides reservation of one third of the total
number offices of chairpersons in the
panchayats at each level for women including
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. (21).
Therefore, women especially rural women can
take part in decision making which has so far
remained a far cry for them. The power
envisaged in the Act has given them the
constitutional rights to deliberate debate and
decide an important policy matters which
concern the people in their day to day life in
rural area.

Many states had introduced reservation of
seats for women through legislatives changes
before 73" constitution Amendment Act came
into being although the percentage varies from
state of state, the range of variation being 10
percent as in Madhya Pradesh to 33 percent as
in West Bengal. After this amendment came
into being all the states have changed their
Iégisia%iuns for implementation of this
amendment. The 110% Constituti‘onal
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Amendment Bill, 2009 was introduced for
increasing the reservation of Women from '
to '/, at all level of Panchayat. This involves
seats reserved for women belonging to SC and
ST. Not less than '/, of the total number of in
the Panchayat at each level shall be reserved
for women. The state legislature may make any
provision for reservation of seats in any
Panchayat or office of the chairperson in the
Panchayat at any level in favour of backward
classes. However, it lapsed with the dissolution
of 15th Lok Sabha. After that, any decision has
not been taken in this regard by the
government. In fact, the states of Andhra
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha,
Tripura and Telangana have 50 percent
reservation for women in their local bodies
(22).

Panchayats in Bengal ; After discussing
in details the Panchayat system in India, I will
briefly discuss the Panchayat system in West
Bengal. During colonial rule, rural Bengal
witnessed a short spell of a type of Panchayats
called the Chowkidary Panchayat which was
introduced in 1870. The Chowkidary
Panchayat became very unpopular shortly after
its introduction and went into disuse soon. The
Bengal Local Self Government Act was passed
in 1885 as a sequel to the famous Ripon
Resolution of 1882, The Act provided for two
tier of local government, one at the district level
and the other at the sub division level. It has
also provided for union committees for groups
of villages. The West Bengal Panchayat Act,

1957 was enacted to replace the village Self-
government Act of 1919 and restructured the
local self-government in villages by
introducing two-tier Gram Panchayats and
Anchal Panchayats in place of the union
boards, In 1963, the West Bengal Zilla Parishad
Act was passed to provide for the remodeling
of local government with a view to bring about
democratic decentralisation and people’s
participation in planning and development.
Under this Act, two corporate bodies were
created- viz. Anchalik Parishad at the block
level and Zilla Parishad at the district level
(23).The Congress government introduced the
West Bengal Panchayat Act towards the end
of 1973, replacing the earlier Acts of 1957 and
1963. The Act of 1973 with several
amendments made from time to time remained
effective in the decades that followed. With
this Act, the State’s Panchayat system fell in
line with the all-India pattern of a three-tier
system. The Act however, was not
implemented and the panchayat system was in
a moribund state till 1977, In June 1977 the
new government embarked upon a programme
of rural development based on land reforms
and decentralization of power through
Panchayats. The Act was amended several
times (viz.1992, 1994 and 1997) so as to
confirm the 73 Constitutional amendment.
Before this amendment, there was no provision
of women reservation in Panchayat system and
if they were not elected, they could be
nominated. There were less than 1 percent
women members elected to different tier of
panchayat bodies in West Bengal (24). Since
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then six times regular panchayat election had
been held in West Bengal through the year
1993,1998,2003,2008,2013and 2018
respectively. But it is worth nothing that upto
2008, the presence of Other Backward Classes
including Muslim were very poor in the
panchayat system. In 2011, half of the total seats
were reserve for women(SC,ST, and OBC
including Muslim).So it can be said that the
women belonging to OBCs including Muslim
did not get the advantage of 73" Constitutional
Amendment and they have got such privileges
after two decades of this amendment. As we
know that the Muslims are marginal but the
Muslim women are more marginal out of this
marginal community.These double standard
marginality makes them more vulnerable in the
society. The recommendations of the Sachar

committee report (2006) have revealed the
ruined condition of Muslims in the country.
Especially after the recommendations of this
committee, the Government of West Bengal
had taken the initiative to uphold the conditions
of Muslim minority by providing reservation
.To some extent, this situation has changed the
condition of Muslim minorities including the
status of Muslim women.

The picture will be clear if we see the
women representation in Panchayats in West
Bengal. Table-1 shows that after reservation
of seats for women in 1993 elections, there
were 35.22 percent women in Gram
Panchayats, 33.66 percent in Panchayat Samity
and 34.15 percent in Zilla Parishad. So, itcan
be said that women won more seats than the
reserved seats at all levels of panchayat.

Table -1
Women Representation in Panchayat Election, 1993

Total Category wise women members |
number of | Total == T
Name of | number siexitiens/ mal Scheduled | Scheduled | women
the tier of PRIs No. of men?hi.rs General | Castes Tribes members
sents (8.C) (8.T.) (%)
Gram 3243 61011 39522 13553 6256 1680 21489
Panchayat (64.78%) | (22.22%) | (10.25%) | (.75%) | (35.22)
Panchayat 332 9453 6271 1996 921 265 3182
Samity (66.34%) | (21.12%) | (9.74%) | (2.80%) | (33.66)
Zilla 17 656 432 142 64 18 224
Parishad (65.85%) | (21.65%) | (5.76%) (2.74%) (34.15)

Compiled by Author, Source: Munsi Vidya (2004), Political Participation in Jasodhara Bagchi
(Ed), The Changing Status of Women in West Bengal, 997-2000:The challenge A Head, Sage

Publication,pp.84-85.
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Table - 2
Women Representation in Panchayat Election, 1998

Total _ Category wise women members Total
Name of | Number nfll::'nf Total male ?]cgedsle 3‘,1]39'.{;“ le women
the tier | of PRIs | N: members | General xS L0es members
s = (4}
of seats (5.9 (5.T.) (%)
Gram 3227 31697 10990 5156 1391 17537
Panchayat 49234 (64.38%) | (22.32%) | (10.47%) | (2.83%) (35.62)
Panchayat 329 5649 1841 860 212 2913
Samity 8562 (65.98%) (21.50%) | (10.04%) (2.48%) (34.02)
Zilla 17 473 154 74 15 243
Parishad 716 (66.06%) (21.51%) | (10.34%) (2.09%) (33.94)

Compiled by Author,Source:Panchayati Raj,1998,p.5-7

Table-2 shows that women members are 35.62
percent in Gram Panchayat, 34.02 percent in
Panchayat Samity and 33.94 percent in Zilla
Parishad. Out of 35.62 percent there were 2.83
percent Scheduled Tribes, 10.47percent
Scheduled Castes and 22.32 General women
members in Gram Panchayat level. Out of
34.02 percent there were 2.48 percent
Scheduled Tribes, 10.04 percent Scheduled
Castes and 21.50 General women members in
Panchayat Samity. Out of 33.94 percent there
were 2.09 percent Schedule Tribes, 10.34

percent Scheduled Castes and 21.51 General
women members in Zilla Parishad. However
it can be mentioned here that the number of
seats in Gram Panchayat and Panchayat Samity
has decreased by 19.37 and 9.95 respectively
as compare to 1993 election while it is 9.14
percent increased in Zilla Parishad. The
number of seats in Gram Panchayat has
decreased doubled as compare to Panchayat
Samity. The Amended Panchayat Act is mainly
responsible for decline of seats in panchayat.

Table — 3: Women Representation in Panchayat Election, 2003

Total no. Total __ Category wise women members : Total
Total of Musli
Name of male Gen, WO en
the tire number | member members | (Hindu) S.C. S.T. e members
of PRIs | s/ No.of . (%) (%) | (%) c
seuts (%) (%) (%a)
Gram 0 31525 7447 5413 | 1305 | 3450 17615
Panchayat 49140 (64.16) (15.15) | (11.02) | (2.65) | (7.02) (35.84)
Panchayat 329 5556 1372 876 214 482 2044
Samity 8500 (65.36) (16.14) | (1030) | (2.51) | (5.67) (34.64)
Zilla 17 713 470 117 71 19 36 243
Parishad (66.00) (16 .40) (9.96) | (2.66) | (5.04) (34.00)

Compiled by Author, Source: Government of West Bengal (2003).Representation of
Disadvantaged Sections in West Bengal Panchayat, Government of West Bengal, SIPRD,

Kalyani, Nadia.
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Table- 3 shows that women members are
35.84 percent in Gram Panchayat, 34.64
percent in Panchayaf Samity and 34.00
percent in Zilla Parishad. Out of 35.84 percent
there were 2.65 percent Schedule Tribes,
11.02 percent Schedule Caste, 15.15 and 7.02
respectively elected as General Hindu and
Muslim women members in Gram Panchayat.
Out of 34.64 percent there were 2.51 percent
Scheduled Tribes, 10.30 percent Scheduled
Caste, 14.16 and 5.67 elected as General
Hindu and Muslim women members in
Panchayat Samity respectively. Out of 34.00

Scheduled Tribes, 11.45 percent Schedule
Castes and 21.73 General women members in
Gram Panchayat level. Out 0f34.72 percent in
Panchayat Samity there were 2.54 percent
Scheduled Tribes, 10.18 percent Scheduled
Castes and 21.99 General women members.
Out of 33.42 percent in Zilla Parishad there
were 3.07 percent Scheduled Tribes, 8.42
percent Scheduled Castes and 21.92 General
women members. The percentage of Scheduled
Tribes women is the highest in Zilla Parishad.
The percentage of Scheduled Castes women
is the highest in Gram Panchayat. The

Table-4
Reservation wise Women Representation in Panchayat Election, 2008
Total Total no | Total no of Total
Name of no of of male Cesatiil Scheduled | Scheduled | women
the tier PRIs members | Members %) Castes Tribes members
/No of (%) * (%) (%) (%)
seats
Gram 3354 26582 2022 4753 1146 14921
Panchayat 41503 (64.04) {(21.73) (11.45) (2.76) (35.96)
g::fift‘;ya‘ - - 5737 1936 896 224 3056
(65.28) (21.99) (10.18) (2.54) {(34.72) |
Zilla kN T B e
s 462 164 63 23 250 |
Putishsd 18 78 6658 | 2192 | (842 Gon | (3342

Compiled by Authors sourced from Government of West Bengal (2010), Panchayat and Rural

Development Department, Kolkata.

percent there were 2.66 percent Scheduled
Tribes, 9.96 percent Scheduled Castes, 16.40
and 5.04 respectively elected as General
Hindu and Muslim women members. The
percentage of Schedule Tribes women is
highest in Zilla Parishad. The percentage of
Scheduled Caste and Muslim women is
comparatively highest in Gram Panchayat.
The percentage of General women is highest
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in Panchayat Samity and Zilla Parishad also.
So, it can be said that the representation of
Muslim women were very poor in the
panchayat system.

Table-4 shows that in 2008 election there were
women representatives 35.96 percent in Gram
Panchayat, 34.72 percent in Panchayat Samity
and 33.42 percent in Zilla Parishad.Out of
35.96 percent, there were 2.76 percent
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percentage of General women is the highest in
Panchayat Samity. Though in this table there
is no reflection of Muslim women but a
representation from the marginalized
communities like Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes women has been recorded.

Muslim women are domesticated to rear and
care for children, and now, due to reservation
a compulsion is being created to employ them
in the rally of politics. The so called traditional
concept of [slam, that women will remain veil
covered. So the effort to confine them at home

Table-4.1
Caste wise Representation in Panchayat Election, 2008
|
Total Informa Other
Name of mo o tion Scheduled Schedule Minor
the tor membe availabl General Castes (%) d Tribes | OBC | Muslim ities
rs / No : (%) " (%) (%) (%) %)
of seats .
Gram 41503 | 40330 | 10463 14463 3435 | 2314 | 9430 | 225
Panchayat (25.94) | (35.86) (8.52) | (5.74)| (23.38) | (0.56)
2298 2919 677 462 | 1849 44
g:zfi‘:;”a‘ ST 859 1 a1s6) | 3539 | @®21) | (560)| @2.41) | (0.53)
Zilla 748 657 214 56 23 129 3
Parishad @2.57) | 2206440 g5y | @426)| (19.63) | 061
12975 17608 4168 | 2804 | 11408 | 273
Totsl 1032 1 49236 | 635y | (576) | @®4m) | (5.70)| @3.7) | 0.5%)

Compiled by Author, Source: Panchayati Raj, May 2008, P. 23- 25, Panchayat and Rural
Development Department Report (2010), Government of West Bengal, Kolkata, p.114-119,

Table-4.1 shows that 35.76 percent members
belong to Scheduled Castes, 26.35 percent of
members come from General category. The
percentage of Scheduled Tribes and Other
Backward Classes members is 8.47and 5.70
respectively. The percentage of Muslim
members is 23.17 which maintain close
proximity with their population of 25.25 in the
state. However, share of Muslim population in
the rural area is 30.38 in the state. So it can be
said that there were no Muslim members in
the panchayat in accordance to proportion of
population in rural area.

Critical concluding reviews: Historically

has been changing. Through an overall
discussion, it can be said that women have to
take a long journey to participate in the grass
root politics. It is true that according to 73%
Constitutional Amendment,1992 as

. marginalized Scheduled Caste and Scheduled

Tribes women got the opportunity to
participate in grass root politics. But it did not
give any chance to Muslim women. They are
deprived in every sphere of life. In 2011, half
of the total seats were reserved for women (SC,
ST, and OBC including Muslim). The
legislations are not enough to improve the

representation of Muslim women in grass root
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politics rather the important issues like
education, self employment, better health,
family planning, right to work and equal pay
for equal work should be taken into account.
Apart from these, a social reform movement
among the Muslim community is needed to
address the issues of Muslim women. As well
as the secular political parties of India need to
play a constructive role in bringing Muslim
women in the mainstream of grass root politics.
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Gandhiji and Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy : A Brief Study of Their
Relationship

Susanta Kr. Mandal

ABSTRACT

The lives and works of Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy have been extraordinary from various
aspects. Their ideals, morals, notions and opinions are unique and wonderful. Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy was deeply
inspired by Gandhiji’s ideals of ‘Truth and Non-violence’. He has always acknowledged the influence of Gandhi in
his work and life. Although the ideals and teachings of Gandhiji had enriched the life and thoughts Dr. Roy, his
profession as a doctor as well as his political view has always been marked by his individuality. He was against the
Gandhian decisions which might injure the emotions of Bengal. Though he was greatly attached to the ideals of
Gandhi, he had deep sympathy for the combative nationalism of Bengal. Dr. Roy had never involved himselfin the
inner conflict of Bengal Congress. Rather he had always tried to resolve the conflict. Moreover he had never
accepted the Gandhian decisions unquestionably. This makes him distinct from most other Gandhian politicians.

Keywords:-Mutual attraction, Truth and Non-violence, Untouchability

One of the salient features of the Indian
civilization is io accept, reject and reform as
well as reconcile several ways and ideas
according to the demand of the age. Mahatma
Gandhi had included this feature in his
philosophy of life. The glorious scripture of
his life combines the precious thoughts and
ideals of the orient and the occident. Truth and
Non-violence are the main aspects of Gandhian
philosophy of life and Gandhian doctrine.
Gandhiji was the pioneer in the politics of India
who applied the weapon of Non-violence to
gain the proper right for the suppressed and
oppressed. SriNagendra Kumar Guharoy
writes, “Gandhiji, the inventor and applier of

this great weapon, has inspired the countless
warriors of the freedom movement of India in
sacrificing, accepting the sorrow and self-
immolating.” Like various other renowned
leaders, the ideals and philosophy of Mahatma
Gandhi toohad a g}eat impact upon Dr, Bidhan
Chandra Roy. He entered into politics by
following the path Deshbandhu Chittaranjan
Das and Gandhiji gave him the training in
political affairs as well as life affairs. Saroj
Chakraborty writes, “ Chittaranjan Das who
gave him (Dr, Bidhan Chandra Roy) early
turning in politics and parliamentary affairs and
finally Mahatma Gandhi for his doctrine of
Truth and Non-violence and their application

Assistant Professor, Garhbeta College, Department of History, Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal
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to the day to day problem of the state and to
his own individual self.’?

Many historians have acknowledged the
immense influence of Gandhi in the life of Dr.
Bidhan Chandra Roy. Though in his early
political career Dr. Roy came to be known as
the intimate associate of Chittaranjan Das
whose political ideology differed from
Gandhiji, he gradually became an appreciator,
follower and devotee of Gandhi. He had
immense trust in the weapon of Non-violence
as applied by the great leader Gandhiji. He had
ingrained in his his mind that Non-violence is
the only way to bring independence in future.
Therefore, he followed the footsteps of Gandhi
in the freedom struggle of India. In spite of
having deep regards for Mahatma, he had never
ignored the emotions of Bengal. Though he
was a Gandhian leader, he had great respect
and sympathy for the armed revolutionaries of
the nation. Moreover Dr. Roy acted as a
mediator in the inner conflict of Bengal
Congress. K.P. Thomas writes, “It would not
quite true to say that Gandhiji influenced
Bidhan in his professional life. Dr. Roy had
achieved the distinction of leadership in the
medical world long before he came to know
the Mahatma. Nevertheless, due to his intimate
association with Gandhi, Bidhan realized
clearer what he had already perceived in his
professional career that the mind through the
practice of will power could almost guide and
control the functions of the body.”?

The intimacy that developed between
Gandhiji and Dr. Roy was mainly based on
ideology. Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy inherited

the qualities of sacrifice, charity and faith in
God from his parents. Sir K.P. Thomas says,
“Gandhiji believed in the doctrine preached in
Gita “Karmanye badhikaraste ma falesu
kadachanan” meaning “you have the right to
work, but the issues are not in your hand.” That
was also the life’s philosophy of Bidhan
Chandra Roy, who confesses: “Throughout my
life I have undertaken responsibilities, of ten
times beyond my physical and mental capacity,
sometimes I have succeeded after I have
failed.”® Gandhiji’s approach to human
problems attracted Bidhan to him as it did many
others. Dr. Roy in his “My Medical Studies”
writes, “...gave me the conviction that the
human body can only function by adjustments
between the activities of different organs of
the body and not by suppression or coercion
of one organ over the other. If this principle be
true for human organs it must be true of human
relations also. Such adjustments can only be
brought about if the organs worked truly and
without violence. This formula of Gandhi made
me feel that his solution of ailments of the body
politic must be the same as in the case of the
human body. Thus I was attracted to Gandhiji’s
methods and technique due to my subconscious
obedience to Laws of Phisiology.”

Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy met Gandhiji for
the first time at Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das’s
residence, When Deshbandhu passed away in
Darjeeling on the 16" of June 1925, Dr. Roy
was in Shillong. Deshbandhu’s dead body was
brought to his residence at Bhowanipore in
Kolkata. Dr. Roy met Gandhiji there. However
the name of renowned doctor and politician,
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Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy’s name was known
to Gandhiji. It was Basanti Devi who
introduced him to Gandhiji. Since then
Gandhiji was affectionate towards Dr. Roy.
Bidhan Roy has written in hismemoir, “I don’t
know why after meeting Gandhiji a
spontaneous tone of kinship began to play in
my mind and which rang in the same manner
for the next 23 years.” Gandhiji enquired Dr.
Roy about the will of Deshbandhu. Desbandhu
had nominated Dr. Bidan Chandra Roy as a
trustee of his residence and it was not known
to Dr. Roy. Dr. Roy told Gandhiji that if a
hosipital could be established in that place and
arrangements of nufsing training could be
made, Deshbandhu’s desire would have been
fulfilled. Gandhiji not only gave consent to the
proposal but also decided to stay in Kolkata
for few days for the financial arrangements to
establish the hospital and training centre.
Gandhiji accompanied by Dr. Bidhan Chandra
Roy, moved irom door to door to collect
money. Gandhiji was extremely pleased by the
activity and dedication of Dr. Roy and
gradually the intimacy increased between
them. Chittaranjan Seva Sadan was established
in Kolkata by their joint effort. Dr. Bidhan
Chandra Roy was appointed as the Secretary
of the Board of Trustee of the hospital upon
Gandhji’s advice. Gandhiji collected a fund of
one lakh rupees for the institution. The next
year he sent some instruments for the hospital.
Sri Nagendra Kumar Guharoy writes, “If he
had not been sure about the honesty and
responsibility of Dr. Roy, he would not have
helped him in this way.””

40

Dr. Roy had been given a big responsibility
in 1928 when he was nominated as the General
Secretary of the Reception Committee in the
Calcutta Session of Indian National Congress.
In this Session a dominant part of Congress
demanded that complete independence
proposal must be adopted-instead of the
dominion status. When a conflict rose between
the left and right wing leaders of Congress,
Gandhiji looked into the matter and solved it.
Gandhiji accepted the proposal of complete
freedom. But it was accepted in 118-45 votes
that if the British granted India a dominion
status before 31* January of 1929, it would be
accepted. A majority of those who voted
against it where the representatives of Bengal.®
Though.Dr. Roy had great reverence for
Gandhi, he wanted to maintain a good
relationship with all the groups of Bengal. On
the other side the conflict between Subhas and
Jatindramohan emerged again in the
membership election of the All India Congress
Committee in the Lahore Congress. Although
Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy was included as one
of the Big Five members in Subhas Chandra’s
team, he earnestly tried to solve the groupism.
He tried to convince both the group that the
groupism had been defaming the role of Bengal
in the freedom struggle of India. His proposal
was recommended in the Election Committee
of the Lahore Session and it was temporarily
accepted. As a reward he was elected as the
member of Congress working committee in
1990. Since then he held the post for several
days.

During the Civil Disobedience Movqment,
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Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy played a significant
role in some sessions of Congress Working
Committee. At that time the Congress Working
Committee opposed and condemned the
repression and oppression as well as the press
ordinances of the Government. Gandhiji
withdrew the Non-cooperation Movement after
several incidents of impingement between the
police and the agitators the Chauri Chaura
incident but he did not do the same during this
movement. Gandhiji’s realism and his decision
to wipe out the orthodoxy related to the Ahimsa
Satyagraha developed the intimacy between
Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy and Gandhiji. Dr. Roy
was arrested in Delhi for taking part in the Civil
Disobedience Movement and on 20™ August
he was sentenced to six months in prison. Soon
he was transferred to the New Alipore Jail in
Calcutta. Jail Super Major Panty requested Dr.
Roy to take charge of the 120 bed hospital in
the jail. Many prisoners recovered after
receiving Dr. Roy’s treatment. As a result six
weeks were reduced from his term of
imprisonment. In the meanwhile fell sick and
he wished Dr. Roy beside his bed. Dr. Roy
rushed to Allahabad. Motilal was brought to
Lucknow. But Motilal breathed his last on 29™
January 193 1. Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy himself
built the coffin with bamboo as Motilal Nehru
had wished. Gandhiji mocked, “Bidhan, why
did you become a doctor instead of being an
architect?” After Motilal’s funeral ceremony
Dr. Roy and Gandhji went together to Ananda
Bhawan in Allahabad.

In the meanwhile Subhas Chandra Bose
pmtestéd as the Civil Disobedience Movement

was postponed by the Gandhi-Irwin Pact. The
agreement appeared before Dr. Roy as a big
question mark. He directly questioned Gandhi
why he accepted the agreement. Gandhiji
straightforwardly spoke to Dr. Bidhan Chandra
Roy, “I succumbed not to Lord Irwin, but to
the honesty in him; I went against the directive
of the working committee.”'® Dr. Bidhan
Chandra Roy had nothing to say after
Mahatma’s frank confession. At that time
British Prime Minister Ramsey MacDonald
announced separate electoral system for the
scheduled community. The announcement
raised a strom of protest across the nation.
Gandhiji began a fast unto death in Poona.
Gandhiji appointed Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy
as the President of Bengal Branch of All India
Anti Untouchability League after Dr. Roy was
released from the jail and before the fast in
Poona. Butf two famous Gandhian leaders of
Bengal Dr. Suresh Chandra Bandyopadhyay
and Satish Chandra Dasgupta opposed the
decision of Gandhi. The old conflict of Bengal
Congress restarted. Gandji wrote a letter to Dr.
Roy to resign from the post for greater appeal.
In reply resentful Bidhan Chandra wrote to
Gandhi in a high-spirited but humble language
that he had never wanted to be the President.
He added that if he had to give a sudden
resignation from the post of President, a proper
reason for that must be brought out to the
people. Because, he himself did not demand
the post. Although Dr. Roy had deep respect
and adherence for Gandhiji, he was reluctant
to succumb before injustice. Realizing his
mistake, Gandhiji rcqucsteq Dr. Roy to
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withdraw the resignation letter and continue
his work as the President. Gandhiji wrote
regretfully, “The mental hurt that I have caused
you, you will generously forget. I shall not
easily forgive myself for writing that letter to
you.”!!

As Gandhiji started fast unto death in
Poona as a protest against MacDonald’s
Communal Award, Dr. Roy took the charge of
Gandhiji’s treatment upon Dr. Ansari’s request.
On the third day of the fast Dr. Roy arrived at
Poona beside Gandhiji. As Gandhiji’s life was
at stake, political leaders like Madanmohan
Malavya, B.R. Ambedkar became active and
stopped the fast by an agreement. During the
fast Gandhiji signed an agreement with
Ambedkar abouit the Communal Award which
is known as the Poona Pact (1932) in the
history. After the pact, the Congress leaders
opined that Ambedkar had been benefitted a
lot by the Poona Pact than Communal Award
by Ramsay MacDonald.

On 18" December 1932 Anti
Untouchability Day was celebrated across
India on Gandhiji’s instruction. The day was
also celebrated in Bengal like the other states
of India under Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy’s
leadership. On that occasion several meetings
were held in the slums. A huge public meeting
was held in the Calcutta Town Hall. Dr. Bidhan
Chandra Roy, the mayor of Calcutta Municipal
Corporation, Devi Prasad Khaitan, Jogesh
Chandra Gupta, Dr. Charuchandra
Bandyopadhyay, Sachindranath
Mukhopadhyay, Jnananjan Niyogi were
present in the meeting. Dr. Bidhan Chandra

Roy was the President of the meeting. The
social importance of Gandhiji’s Anti
Untouchability Movement is undeniable. It can
be said from a deep observation that the
development done by the Gandhian leaders had
helped to increase the nationalism in the lower
caste, oppressed people of the rural society. But
according to the critics the contemporary
situation compelled Gandhiji to begin the
movement and the movement was limited to
the social reform at a very small measure. They
also opine that Gandhi wanted to continue the
caste system prevalent in India. So, he did not
wanted to strike at the root of the system. And
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar viewed that, “Nothing but
the abolishment of the caste system can give
freedom to the untouchables.”'?

1939 was an important year in the Indian
politics. In that year the Gandhi-Subhas clash
was at.its high spirit regarding the incumbent
of Subhas Chandra Bose as the Congress
President for the second term. Pattavi

Sitaramayya filed nomination as the President

candidate against Subhas Chandra Bose on
Gandhiji’s insistence. Stiil Subhas Chandra
won the election. On January 1939, Gandhiji
made the controversial remark, “It is my defeat,
not his (Sitaramayya). I am none but a
representative of some principles and and
programmes. So it seems that the
representatives of Congress do not approve of
my principles and programmes.”" In 1939 the
conflict between the supporters and the
opponents of Subhas Chandra Bose was at its
peak and and came to blows during the AICC
Conference of Congress in Calcutta. The
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Gandhian leaders were afraid and they took
shelter at Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy’s residence.
As Dr. Roy had not included himself in any of
the groups, he was very much disturbed at those
incidents. In that year Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy
was elected as the first unofficial president of
All India Medical Council. The World War 11
started in 1939. Congress opposed the decision
of Britain to join the war and the Congress
leaders decided to boycott the legislature. Dr.
Roy opposed the decision of Congress. He
resigened from the membership of the Working
Committee of Congress. In 1940-1941 he
actively took part in the programmes of
Congress.

In 1942 the British Government requested
Dr. Roy to help the government in the
construction of the medical team for the
military force. Bidhan Chandra wrote to
Gandhi for suggestion. Gandhiji gave
permission to construct Congress Medical
Mission. Dr. Roy received the approval of the
Congress leaders including Gandhi. Not only
that, but he got the permission to add the name
of Congress with Medical Mission. The
Congress Medical Mission had his branches
across India and in Kolkata he opened the fifth
unit of the Medical Mission for the treatment
of the refugees, affected and injured people in
the war. The Congress Medical Mission and
the Bengal Medical Relief Coordination
Committee (BMRCC) which was established
later was engaged in the great service of
distributing quinine to the ill people. The
Congress Medical Mission which started its
journey in 1942 with Gandhiji’s blessings

continued its charitable work up to 15" August
1946.

One of the most significant events of 1942
was the Quit India Movement which was
launched by Gandhiji all of a sudden. On 23%
February 1943, Gandhiji started a fast for 21
days demanding the British to stop their torture
and quit the country. During the movement
Gandhiji was accompanied by Kasturba,
Sarojini Naidu and Mirabehn. Gandhiji’s
deteriorated gradually. On 27 February he was
unable to recognize people and saliva was
dripping from his mouth, The Government
requested Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy to take the
responsibility of Gandhiji’s treatment. As
Gandhi was against allopathic treatment, the
doctors did not want to interrupt his peace. It
is heard that the Government had collected lots
of sandalwood in Poona for Gandhiji’s funeral
as they had thought that his death was knocking
atthe door. Gandhiji took allopathic medicines
on Dr, Roy’s request and was saved from the
hands of death, Sri Nagendra Kumar Guharoy
has decribed this incident in his book,
“Gandhiji had malaria during his confinement.
Slight fever along with dysentery. Dr. Bidhan
Chandra Roy went to Poona to treat Gandhiji
on Bombay Government’s request. Gandhiji
was delighted to see Dr. Roy, but hearing about
treatment he said ~ ‘Dr. Bidhan, I can’t take
your treatment.” Bidhan was surprised, he said,
‘May I know what is my fauit?’ Gandhiji
replied, “When you can’t treat the 40 crore
poor, distressed people of my country; why
shall I take your treatment then?® Bidhan
Chandra said, ‘That’s the matter! Mahatmayji,
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it is true that I was unable to treat the 40 crore
people, but he is the hope and confidence of
the 40 crore people, the 40 crore people are
looking at his face....If he lives the 40 crore
people will live...” Gandhiji said, ‘But Dr.
Bidhan, I can’t take your allopathic treatment.’
Bidhan Chandra said, ‘Mahatmaji, you say
that-everything in the world-even the dust
particles are the creation of God-Do youreally
believe this?” Mahatmaji replied, ‘Yes, surely,
all are God’s creation.”’—*Then Mahatmaji, isn’t
the allopathic treatment his creation?’
...Mahatmaji began to laugh; he said, ‘I’'m
incapable of arguing with you, give me the
medicine, I will take.”...”"* Gandhiji recovered
within some days. Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy
returned to Kolkata.

Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy was not a so
called professional politician. Still the politics
of pre-independent as well as post-independent
Bengal revolved around him. Dr. Bidhan
Chandra Roy’s philosophy of life as well as
his political ideals were inspired by Gandhi’s
ideals. But sometimes he had dissidence with
the political policies and decisions of Gandhi
in the political ground. Sometimes he had taken
the opposite path of Gandhiji for the sake of
Bengal. K.P. Thomas says, “Here it must be
said, that unlike many others, who came under
the Gandhian influence and were closely
associated with him, following him blindly and
accepting his views unquestioningly, Bidhan
always used to argue with the Mahatma
whenever he was not personally convinced of

his policy, programme or philosophy.
Therefore it would be highly interesting to have
Bidhan’s valuation of the Gandhian creed in
his own words. To a question put to him on the
subject he wrote; “What is known as Gandhian
creed is his declaration of his faith in the
principles of Non-violence and Truth. All his
teachings to his followers, viz. Removal of
Untouchability, Hindu-Muslim Unity or use of
Khadi flew from this fundamental creed of
Gandhiji.”"*
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Some Issues of Own Source Revenue of Panchayats: A Case Study on
few Panchayats of Bagnan-I Block of Howrah District in West Bengal

Dr. Suman Chakraborty

ABSTRACT

Own source revenue of Panchayat is the combination of tax and non-tax receipts including voluntary contributions.
The land-building tax is the source oftax revenue of panchayats in West Bengal . Various issues relating to participation
of people in own resource mobilization of Gram Panchayats were discussed at the disaggregate level involving 300
sample households randomly selected from 6 sample villages of 3 Gram Panchayats which are comparatively
devcloped, developing and under developed of Bagnan-I block of Howrah district in the study period of 20135-°16.
In this paper, it has been tried to analyze the several issues of own source revenue of Panchayats. The amounts of
tax paid were low and largely varied across the sample households, The low amount paid in the form of tax on land
and buildings is, according to the sample households, mainly due to the lack of proper assessment on the value of
land and buildings, irregularity in collection of tax by the Panchayats and lack of political will of the Panchayat
members(Pal, M and S. Adak (2004)). There are some institutional constraints on mobilization of tax revenue by
the Gram Panchayat (GP). The estimated tax per household as per Panchayat Rules was several times higher than
actual amount realized atthe Gram Panchayat level. The relatively low performance of GPs in tax revenue mobilization
is attributed to their unwillingness in optimally applying the tax instrument for fear of unpopularity at the Panchayat
level. Besides, in the absence of any post of tax assessor Gram Panchayat find it difficult to assess the present value
of land and buildings on which the tax amount has to be scientifically assessed. Amount of fees paid by the sample
households to Gram Panchayats is also low,

Keywords: Own source revenue, land-building tax, non-tax revenue and own resource mobilization,

Introduction

Own source revenue of panchayats is the
resultant of tax revenue and non-tax revenue.
The tax revenue of panchayats in West Bengal
comes from land-building tax. On the revenue
side, a measure of autonomy captures the
extent to which local bodies can raise their
revenue independently, that is on their own
account with the freedom to spend according

to their own priority. Own revenue of local
bodies or self government is one component
of fiscal decentralization and consists of
revenue raised by way of tax as well as non-
tax receipts. On the expenditure side, a measure
of autonomy reflects the extent of the right and
the capacity of PRIs to allocate their resources.
Own source revenue of panchayats can be
discussed at state, district, block and gram

Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Raja N. L. K. W. College (4), Midnapore 721102, (W.B), India
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levels in Howrah district based on secondary
and primary data in many articles, papers and
journals. But in order to examine the issues
relating to own source revenue of Gram
Panchayats (GPs) there is a need for
disaggregate level analysis of own resource
mobilization of Panchayats at the household
level against their socio-economic
characteristics. This is done in this paper based
on the primary data that have been collected
from 300 sample households of developed,
developing and under developed gram
panchayats of Bagnan-I block of Howrah
district.

In this paper the major objective is to
analyze the several issues of own source
revenue of panchayats.

The plan of this paper is as follows. Section
1 presents the profile of sample villages.
Section 2 examines the socio-economic
conditions of sample households. Section 3
presents the extent of households’ financial
contribution (payment as tax and non-tax
revenue) to Panchayats. Section 4 analyses the
opinions of sample households on Gram
Panchayat functioning in relation to own
resource mobilization of Panchayats and
presents their suggestions so as to increase the
own source revenue of Gram Panchayats.
Section 5 analyses the tax revenue of Gram
Panchayats and its co-factors at the household
level. Section 6 summarizes the discussion
madc carlier in this chapter.

Data Base & Methodology:
To bring about the concerned objectives of our
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study, primary data was collected (by using
Household Survey method). The primary data
that have been collected from 300 sample
households. These households are randomly
selected from 6 sample villages of 3 Gram
Panchayats (Bagnan-I , Bagnan-II & Bainan)
of Bagnan-I block of the district on the basis
of socio-economic status (i.e, comparatively
developed, developing and under developed)
of the panchayats .

Important statistical techniques have used
to analyze and interpret the data. The various
tools such as ratio, compound annual growth
rate, regression analysis have been used. i

To examine the factor relationship
regression analysis is used wherever it is
necessary.

Correlation and Regression

To examine the factor relationship both
correlation and regression analysis are used
wherever it is necessary. On the basis of
Pearsonian correlation coefficient a correlation
matrix is constructed which is used to
understand the interreiation among the
variables. Regression analysis is the most
important way to estimate the exact
relationship between dependent variable and
independent variable. The adjusted R? and F
of the estimated regression equation of these
models are such that the relevant regression
model is fitted to the data set. Regression
analysis is the most important technique to
estimate the exact relationship between
dependent variable and explanatory variable.
Now, an equation of the linear regression line
can be written as, Y= (a-+ bX); here Y is the
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dependent variable and X is the explanatory
variable. Here in this paper per capita payment
(PCP) to Gram Panchayat is assumed as
dependent variable and per capita income (PCI)
of sample households, percentage of non-farm
workers (% of NFW), per capita landholding
(PCL) as explanatory variables. ‘b’ and “a’ are
the slope and the intercept of the regression
line respectively. The adjusted R? and F of the
estimated regression equation of this model are
such that the relevant regression model is fitted
to the data set.

Probit Model ;

Probit models were introduced by Chester
Bliss in 1934; a fast method for computing
maximum likelihood estimates for them was
proposed by Ronald Fisher as an appendix to
Bliss’ work in 1935. ;

The Probit Model has used as per as
requirement. In statistics, a probit model is a
type of regression where the dependent
variable can only take two values, for example
married or not married. The name is from
probability + unit. The purpose of the model
is to estimate the probability that an
observation with particular characteristics will
fall into a specific one of the categories;
moreover, if estimated probabilities greater
than 1/2 are treated as classifying an
observation into a predicted category, the probit
model is a type of binary classification model.

The steps involved in the estimation of the
probit model are as follows,

Now to obtain normal equivalent deviate
(n.e.d) (=li) from the standard normal
cumulative distribution function (CDF). That

is, Ii= F'(Pi) = B, + B, Xi.

I can use the estimated li obtained as the
dependent variable in the regression, i.e.

li= B, + B Xi+Ui
where Xi indicates the factors, namely
awareness of activity of Panchayats, literacy
rate, quality of work of Panchayats, proper
assessment of tax, fees and utilization of total
fund, and also distance of household from town
of willingness of increased tax payment(As per
panchayat tax rules & regulations) to Gram
panchayat by households. Here dependent
variable must be qualitative variable. Let Y=1
if the household is interested to pay increased
amount of tax to the Panchayat and Y=0 if the
household is not interested to pay increased
amount of tax to the Panchayat and whether a
person aware about Panchayat performance the
(Y=1) or (Y=0). The order variables as their
rank on quality of Panchayat work such as
Excellent =1, Very Good =2, Good =3... ete.
The distance of different sample villages from
town, literacy rate and also tax revenue
enhancement by all types of Panchayat asset
building capacity (Y=1) or (Y=0) as
independent variables.

Given the assumption of normality, the
probability that I (i.e. Critical or Threshold
level of index) is less than or equal to I; can
be computed from the standardized CDF as:
P=P (Y=1/X) = P(I'S 1) = P(Z<B,+B,X) =
F(B,+B,X)

One can conduct hypothesis testing in the
usual fashion, keeping in mind that the
conclusions hold true
asymptotically, that is, in the large samples. .

drawn will
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R? as a measure of goodness of fit is not
particularly well-suited for the dichotomous
dependent variable models, one suggested
alternative as the 2 test. Apply the x? test to
regression and comment on the resulting
goodness of fit.
1.Profile of Sample Villages:

As per the Census of India 2011 the
demographic structure of sample villages
varied widely. Two villages Khadinan and
Khajutti of Bagnan- I block had the size of
population above five thousand. Total Number
of persons were relatively low in two villages,
Tenpurnabasan and Hijlak. Number of
households also largely varied across sample

Scheduled caste population was relatively high
in Karia (30.3 per cent) followed by
Tenpurnabasan (25 per cent) and Hijlak (18.5
per cent). Scheduled tribe population was
relatively low in sample village Hijlak (0.32
per cent) followed by Khadinan (0.08 per cent)
and Tenpurnabasan (0.06 per cent). Villages
Chandrapur and Karia of Bagnan- I block don’t
have any S.T population. Literacy rate was
fairly high in four sample villages of the block,
e.g, Hijlak (83.69 per cent ), Chandrapur (75.8
per cent), Khadinan (75.05 per cent), Khajutti
(75.03 per cent) and Tenpurnabasan (74.86 per
cent).

Work participation rate is relatively high

villages. It varied between 744 in intwo sample‘yillagesoftheblock. It is near
Tenpurnabasan and 2059 in Khadinan (Table about 41.13 per cent in Tenpurnabasan and
Table 1
Demographic Structure of Sample Villages of Bagnan- I block
GPs Name No HH| TO | SC% | ST% |[LTR%|TW% MNW | CLV | AL |OTW |%NW
of POP % of of of
the Villages MNW | MNW | MNW
L % % %

. | Hijlak 888 | 3808 19 03 |83.69 | 345 30 1.44 | 499 | 446 |65.52
% |Tepurnabasan | 744 | 3234 | 25 0.1 [7486| 411 | 33.9 | 235 | 1.82 | 724 | 58.87
m
=' Chandra pur 1019 | 4742 17 0 75.88 | 403 | 31.8 | 3.12 | 2.53 | 854 | 59.68
g
=
E’ Khadinan 2059 | 9297 12 0.1 |7505| 392 | 29.8 | 1.04 | 1.55 | 944 | 60.79

Khajutti 1425 | 7380 | 0.1 0 7503 | 332 | 263 | 648 | 155 | 022 | 66.79
g .
2 |Karia 964 | 4737 | 30 | O |6114| 304 | 245 | 1.54 | 648 | 591 |69.64

Sources: C'emus of India 2011

1). Most of the sample villages were pre-
dominantly inhabited by general caste people.
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Bagnan- | and Bagnan- II. Work participation
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rate is relatively low in villages Karia (30.36
per cent), Khajutti (33.21 per cent) of Bainan
GP. and Hijlak (34.48 per cent) of Bagnan- 1
GP. In Khadinan village of Bagnan- I1 GP that
rate is 39.21 per cent.

The percentage of cultivators to total
workers is relatively high in Khajutti and
Chandrapur villages of GPs Bagnan- II and
Bainan village of Bagnan- I block as compared
to other villages of the GPs of the block. It is
highest in Khajutti (10.25 per cent) of Bainan
followed by Chandrapur (3.29 per cent) of
Bagnan- I1. But the proportion of agricultural
labourers to total workers is relatively high in
Khajutti (22.37 per cent) of G.P Bainan as
compared to other sample villages. The
proportion of other workers to total workers is
remarkably high in all the sample villages
except Hijlak of Bagnan- I, Karia and Khajutti
of Bainan. Thus non-agricultural employment
was relatively high in sample villages in GPs

Bagnan- [ and Bagnan- II of Bagnan- I block
(Table 1). There are some other noticeable
features of the sample villages that are taken
into consideration. Four villages, namely
Hijlak and Tenpurnabasan of G.P Bagnan- I,
Khadinan and Chandrapur of G.P Bagnan- II
have well-developed communication. Other
two sample villages of GP Bainan are far away
from the town and the main road or railway
station. All the sample villages have electric
facilities and each village has primary schools
and high schools.

2. Socio-Economic Conditions of Sample
Households: Here I dwell on literacy rate,
economic livelihood and incomer of sample
households of the three GPs - Bagnan- I,
Bagnan- II and Bainan.

Literacy: Level of education affects the
quality of decision making of the members of
households. It is revealed that in the sample
villages 4.3 per cent of the household

Table 2
Frequency Distribution of Respondents of 300 Sample Households of 6 Sample Villages
' of 3 Sample GPs by their Educational Standard

Post -
GPs Villages Seconda| Graduat |Graduat | Technic

ILTR |(Primary| ry e e al Total

Hijlak 1 2 18 25 3 1 50

Bagnan-1 | Tenpurnabasan | 1 1 16 22 7 3 50
Total 2 3 34 47 10 4 100

Chandrapur 1 5 22 17 3 2 50

Bagnan- 1 Khadinan 2 2 20 19 5 2 50
Total 3 ) 42 36 8 4 100

Karia 5 20 19 5 1 0 50

Bainan Khajutti 3 10 25 10 1 1 50
Total 8 30 44 15 2 i il 100

Notes: ILTR= Illiterates.
Source: Household Survey 2015-16
Economic Livelihood of Sample Households
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respondents are illiterate, 40 per cent
respondents have secondary education and
only 32.6 per cent and 6.6 per cent of the total
300 respondents surveyed are graduates and
post-graduates respectively.

Only 1.33 per cent of total 300 respondents
surveyed are educated in technical stream. GP-
wise comparative analysis reveals that GP
Bagnan- I is developed in terms of literacy rate
relative to other two sample GPs. GP Bainan
is relatively backward in this respect (Table
2).Frequency distribution of sample households
by their occupational pattern reveals that
agriculture-allied activity is main source of
income for 15 sample households of V, village,
for 10 households of V,, V,, V, villages and for
15 households of V , whereas this figure is 3 in
sample village V . Most of the households
belonging to six sample villages earn their

livelihcod from services and from processing.
All the sample villages are not so much
dependent on agricultural labour except sample
households belonging to V and V ; of Bainan.
It is also revealed that agriculture is the
major source of income for 44% all 300 sample
households followed by services (36%) and
processing (20%). In other words, agriculture
still remains the mainstay of the sample rural
households. In terms of economic structure also
sample households of Bagnan- I GP where 56
per cent are non-agricultural excels those of
other two sample GPs(Table 3).
Income: A substantial proportion of sample
households belong to the class of monthly
income of Rs 1000-4900. It is scen that 27.3%
sample households have the monthly income
less than Rs 5000 while 25% and 18.3% sample
households have the monthly income Rs 5000-

Table3
Major Occupational Patterns of Sample Households
GPs Bagnan- I Bagnan- 11 ‘Bainan | Grand | Per
Villages |Hijlak|Tenpurnab| Total |Chandra|Khadina| Total | Karia [Khajutti| Total total | cent
asan pur
IED) Vi) | (Vi) (V) | (V)
Cultivator | 5 | -~ 3 8 5 8 10 5 15131 |10
Agricultur| 15 10 25 10 10 20 3 5 | 18| 63 | 21
e Allied e Gl ]
Agricultur | 3 2 5 5 10 15 10 25 40 13
al Labour
Processing| 10 7 17 10 10 20 12 12 | 24 | 61 | 20
Services | 17 28 45 20 22 42 10 | 8 18 | 105 | 36
[Total 50 50 100 50 50 100 | 50 | 50 | 100 | 300 | 100

~ Source: Household Survey 2015-°16
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Table 4
Frequency Distribution of Sample Households by their Monthly Income (Rs)
Gran
Bagnan- | Bagnan- 11 Bainan d
Hijl i Khadina Khajutt
Monthly | ak |Tenpurnabasan Chandrapur| n Karia| i total
Income Per
(Rs) [(V)) (Vi) Total| (Vi) (Vie) |Totall (V)| (Vyi) |Total cent
1000-
4999 7 12 19 10 3 15 | 20 15 35 79 | 263
5000~
9999 | 15 8 23 15 10 25 | 12 15 27 75 25 |
|
10000-
14999 | 10 10 15 15 10 25 | 10 10 | 20 | 60 20
15000- =, ]
19999 | 10 5 15 5 10 15 6 8 14 44 | 147 |
20000 &
above | 8 15 18 5 15 20 | 2 2 4 42 14
!
Total | 50 50 100 50 50 100 | S0 50 | 100 | 300 i 100
TR S i e |

Source: Household Survey 2015-°16

9900 and Rs 10000-14999 respectively. It is
also observed that only 15% sample
households belong to the monthly income class
of Rs 20000 and above (Table 4).
3. Households’ Payment of Tax and Non-
Tax Revenue to Gram Panchayats

Gram Panchayat alone has been
empowered to assess and realize any tax, viz.
tax on land and buildings (Sau, S.N. (2004)).
Households’ payment to Gram Panchayat may
be in the form of tax on land and buildings and
fees for different services of Panchayats.

It is observed that 41.7 per cent sample
households pay tax on land and buildings to
the amount less than Rs 10 while 44.3 per cent
sample households pay the amount varying
between Rs 10 and Rs 30. Only 8.7 per cent
families pay tax varying between Rs 31 and
Rs 50 while only 5.3 per cent of the sample
families pay within the range Rs 51 to Rs 100
as tax on land and buildings. It is revealed that
the amount of tax to the tune of Rs 71 to Rs
100 is paid by the maximum number of
households in Bagnan- I GP while the
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minimum number of households of GP Bainan
pay even this amount. As per contribution of
tax to Gram Panchayat Bagnan- 1 GP leads
sample GPs (Table 5).

The low amount paid in the form of tax on
land and buildings is, according to the sample
households, mainly due to the lack of proper
assessment on the value of land and buildings,
irregularity in collection of tax by the
Panchayats and lack of political will of the
Panchayat members. There are some

treated as potential tax revenue but actually
the value of land and building is assessed and
the tax rate is fixed arbitrarily and hence the
actual tax amount for individual households is
far less than the potential tax amount
(Ghora,Jaydeb.2004).I here make an attempt
to compare the actual tax amount and the
potential tax amount based on relevant data
from 100 randomly selected households of
Bagnan- 1 GP.

Potential Tax Revenue: To estimate the

Table 5
Frequency Distribution of Sample Households by Payment of Tax to GP(Rs)

: Grand| Per

GPs Bagnan- I Chandml‘:lagnin- Il Bainan totald St
A;;g‘gsr Hijlak [Tenpurnabasan pur |[Khadinan| Karia|K hajutti|
(Vi) Vi) |7otar] Vi) | (V) | Totar | (V9 | (Yvi) |Total

0-09 20 20 40 | 20 25 45 | 20 | 20 | 40 | 125 |41.7
10-30 | 20 25 45 | 18 20 38 | 25 | 25 | so [ 133 |43
31-50 5 3 8 9 4 13 | 3 2 5 | 26 |87

5170 | 4 1 5 2 1 3 2 | 4 |12 4
71-100 | 1 1 2 1 1 1 0 1 1 13

101 & above] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0] o o | 0|0
Total | 50 50 100 | 50 so0 | 100 | 50 [ 50 | 100 | 300|100

Source: Household Survey 2015-°16

institutional constraints on mobilization of tax
revenue by the Gram Panchayat.

Institutional Constraints: As per Panchayat
Rules tax ought to be assessed on the basis of
existing market value of land and building and
annual value of the premises. The annual value
should be determined at the rate 6% of the
market value of the land and building and the
rate of tax be varied between 1 and 2 per cent
depending upon the annual value. This may be
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potential tax revenue we need to study the
relevant provisions of the Panchayat Act.
Section 46 of the West Bengal Panchayat Act,
1973 as modified up to the 31* January, 2004
specifies the tax rate as well as procedure for
assessment of the annual value of lands or
buildings.

It reads as:

46 (1) Subject to such rules as may be made in
this behalf, a Gram Panchayat shall impose
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yearly —

(2) on lands and buildings within the local
limits of its jurisdiction, a tax —
(i) at the rate of (one per centum) of the annual
value of such lands and buildings when the
annual value does not exceed rupees one
thousand, and

(ii) at the rate of (two per centum) of the annual
value of such lands and buildings when the
annual value exceeds rupees one thousand, to
be paid by the owners and occupiers there of:
“annual value”, in relation to any lands or
buildings, means an amount equal to six per
centum of the market value of such land or
buildings at the time of assessment estimated
in the prescribed manner:

at the existing rate. They are reluctant and not
prepared to realize the full potential of the tax
on land and building for fear of loss of public
support, Thus the relatively low performance
of GPs in tax revenue mobilization is attributed
to their unwillingness in optimally applying the
tax instrument for fear of unpopularity at the
Panchayat level. Besides, in the absence of any
post of assessor Gram Panchayat find it
difficult to assess the present value of land and
buildings on which the tax amount has to be
scientifically assessed. This may be treated as
institutional constraint on own resource
mobilization of Panchayats in Howrah districts.

Payment of Fees: Amount of fees paid by

Table 6
Estimated and Actual Tax Paid by 100 Sample Households of Bagnan- I Gram
Panchayat
Average annual value of Average tax amount Averatgc Aetusl
Number of Sample| Average land holding | land & building per estimated /potential per ai:x :
Households  |per household (Katha) household household (Rs) DTS e
: household
(Rsin lakh)
_ Re)
20 25 0.56 1120 25
60 3.5 0.78 1560 35
12 4.47 101 2020 ) 90
8 55 123 2460 150

Notes: 1 Katha =1.65 decimal.

Source: Household Survey 2015-"16 of 100 Households of Bagnan- I GP.

It is revealed that the estimated tax facr
household is several times higher than actual
amount realized at the GP level. The relevant
data are presented in Table 6.

Hence Panchayats realize the amount of
tax very much less than their potential amount

the sample households to Gram Panchayats is
low. Only 34 sample households pay fees to
the amount of Rs 30 and below while only one
household pays fees of Rs 101. Voluntary
contribution of the sample households for
completion of development projects in terms
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of payment in kind or money has been either Per Capita Payment
zero or very meager. Their contributions

mainly relate to the projects like sinking and
repair of tube wells and construction of morum

Per capita payment (PCP) in the form of

tax and fees etc. varies widely across the
selected households of the sample villages.

Table 7
Frequency Distribution of Households by Payment of Fees to GP (Rs)
Bagnan- 1 Bagnan- I Bainan
Amount of T Grand
Fees(Rs) [Hijlak nabagan Total |ChandrapurKhadinan| Total | Karia | Khajutti Tordl Total
V) | (Vi) (Vi) (Viv) Vo) | (Vs)

0-10 2 5 7 4 3 7 3 2 5 19
11-30 4 2 6 2 5 7 1 1 2 15
31-50 1 1 2 5 0 5 2 1 3 10
51-70 2 2 4 1 1 2 0 0 0 6
71-100 2 1 3 2 1 3 0 0 0 6

101 & above| 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Total 12 11 23 14 10 24 6 3 10 57

Source: Household Survey 2015-°16

roads. It is also observed that only households
of GP Bagnr.a-1 have contributed to the
Panchayats in terms of fees of Rs 101 and
above (Table 7).

PCP is the ratio of total tax and non-tax
payment to total population of selected
households. Since these villages vary widely

in respect of PCP to Panchayats, I may relate

Table 8

Per Capita Payment to Gram Panchayat in Relation to Per Capita Income of Sample
Households, Percentage of Non-Farm Workers and Per Capita Landholding in Six

Sample Villages
: : Percentage of ;
Villages Per Capita Per Capita NFW to Total per capita land

E Payment (Rs) income (Rs) Wisslien holding (Katha) |
Vi 32.7 3200 63.89 1.10
Vi 354 3800 72.41 1.55 . |
Vi 30.5 3100 1 53.85 0.93
V4 20.2 2700 48.15 0.76 |
Vs 10.4 1800 31.14 0.43
Vg 15.6 2200 45.26. 0.66

Notes: NFW = Non-Farm Worker. 1Katha = 1.65 Decimal
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this variation in PCP to PCI, NWF and PLH at
the village level. The correlation matrix
concerning the sample six villages is shown in
Table 8.

It is observed that the PCP is highest in
village 1 followed by village 2 and village 3,
the lowest value being witnessed in village 5
led by village 6 and village 4. PCI, PCL and
NFW are seen to be highest in village 2
followed by village 1, the lowest being
observed in village 5 led by village 6 and
village 4. Intuitively, there appears to be high

correlation between the pairs of these values
of the variables.

Correlation Matrix concerning per capita
payment (PCP) to Gram Panchayat, per capita
income (PCI) of sample households,
percentage of non-farm workers (% of NFW)
and per capita landholding (PCL) is shown in
Table 9. It is observed that all the correlation
coefficients presented in Table 9 are
statistically significant at 1 per cent level.

The variation in PCP is significantly
explained by PCI , PCL and NFW to the extent

Table 9
Correlation Matrix concerning PCP, PCI, PCL and NFW
Variables PCP PCI ( NFW PCL
PCP 1
PCI 0.973** 1
NFW 0.951** 0,97+ 1
PCL | 0.92]** 0.968** 0.975** 1
Notes: **Indicates1% level of significant.
Table 10
Regressions Equations Concerning Six Sample Villages
Regressions Equations R? Adj R?
PCP =-14.2 + 0.014**PC]
(3.05) (85) 0.95 093 | 72.1**
PCP =240 +24.01**PCL
(0.486) (4.7) 0.84 0.81 [ 22.3%*
PCP=-10.8+ 0.66**NFW
(-1.8) (6.12) 0.9 0.88 | 37.5%*

Notes: PCP = Per Capita Payment. PCI = Per Capita Income. NFW = Percentage of Non-Farm
Workers. PCL = Per Capita Land holding. 1 Katha = 1.65 Decimal ** Indicates significance at

1% level.
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of 93 per cent, 81 per cent and 88 per cent
respectively. The coefficient of the variables
PCL, PCL and NFW are significant at 1 per
cent level separately (Table 10).

Per capita income and percentage of non-
farm workers are treated as economic factors
and per capita land holding may be treated as

the class of NFW below 75 per cent and PCI
below Rs 5000. These class-wise distributions
of PCP, PCI, NFW and PCL may be correlated.
It is observed that correlation coefficients
between PCP and PCI, PCP and PCL and PCP
and NFW classes are 0.98, 0.96 and 0.95
respectively, which are significantat 1 per cent

Table 11
Percentage Distribution of Sample 300 Households by Classes of Per Capita Payment to
Gram Panchayat, Per Capita Income, Per Capita Land Holding and Percentage of
Non-Farm workers

Class of Per Class of Class of Per
capita |Percentage Chase o T'or Percentage Fercentage Percentage Cpits Percentage
capita of Non- . Land
payment of HHs Tncome(Rs) of HHs farm of HHs Holding of HHs
{Hy) Workers (Katha)
0.5-9.9 65.7 Below 1000 27,7 |Below 50.0 50.0 Below 0.5 780
1000-
10-29.9 27.3 4999.99 48.7 50.0-74.9 327 0.5-0.99 150
30-49.9 40 5000-9999.9) 21.0 75.0-99.9 15.0 1-1.499 4.3
S0andabove| 30 | 10000and ), 100.0 23 Lydad |- o
.. above Above
Total 100 Total 100 Total 100 Total 100

Notes: 1 Katha= 1.65 Decimal, HHs =Households. Source: Household Survey 2015-°16.

institutional factor. Alternatively I may go for
considering the values of the above-mentioned
four variables at the household level direct and
finding out the relationships among these
variables.

Percentage distribution of sample 300
households by classes of per capita payment
to Gram Panchayat, per capita income, per
capita land holding and percentage of non-farm
workers is shown in Table 11.

It is observed that most of the sample
households belong to the class of PCP below
Rs 10, to the class of PCL below 0.5 katha, to

level.

The results of the regression equations
concerning the PCP as a function of PCI, PCL
and NFW for 300 sample households are
presented in Table 12. The adjusted R? and F
of the estimated regression equation are such
that the relevant regression model is fitted to
the data set. The result of the regression
equation concerning per capita payment to the
Panchayats indicates that the variation in PCP
is positively and significantly explained by per
capita income (PCI), percentage of non farm
workers to the total workers (NFW) and per
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capita land holding (PLH) to the extent of 86
per cent. The model is significant at 1% level.
High level of per capita income, per capita land
holding and high percentage of non-farm

38.66 per cent respondents opine ‘good’ about
the quality of work done by Gram Panchayats
whereas 40.33 per cent respondents argue ‘not
bad /average’. 19 per cent respondents are not

Table 12
Regression equation Concerning PCP by 300 sample households
Regression Equation F-value R’ adj R
PCP=-2014 + 0.002**PCI+ 2.24**NFW+0.78**PLH
(-13.3) (13.2) (7.4) (4.6) 633.7** 87% 86%

Notes: **1%level of significance.

The values within parenthesis indicate ‘t’ ratios.

workers lead to economic prosperity of the
households. Per capita payment of households
to the Panchayat is positively influenced by
the economic prosperity of the households.

4. Opinion and Suggestions of Sample
Households: Here it can be considered that the
opinion and suggestions of sample 300
households about the functioning of Gram
Panchayats so as to incréase own source
revenue of Gram Panchayats: It is observed that

satisfied at all in respect of the performance of
Gram Panchayats in overall development of
their areas. Only 1.66 per cent respondents are
fully satisfied about the functioning of Gram
Panchayats. Thus, near about 80 per cent
respondents are satisfied either partially or
fully about the functioning of Gram
Panchayats. So the households of GPs Bagnan-
I and Bagnan- II express the knowledge

regarding Panchayat‘s own resource

Table 13
Frequency distribution of sample household respondents by their opinion about the
quality of work done by Gram Panchayats

GPs Bagnan- I Bagnan- I Bainan Gran | Per

Tenpurna | Tot | Chandrap | Khadin | Tot Khajut | Tot d oa

Villages | Hijlak | basan | al ur an | al |Kaa | ti | a ftotal] !

Excellent 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 ¢ F.1.[63

| Very Good | 2 1 3 1 0 1 0 1 1 5 |17

11 | 116 | 38.

Good _ 35 30 65 | .25 15 0 | 6 5 7

Not Bad/ 53 | 121 | 4o.

Average | 10 14 24 19 25 | 44 | 29 24 3
Bad 2 5 T |13 10 15 15 20 | B, 5 |19
Total 50 50 |100] 50 50 |100] s0 | so | 100 300 100

Source: Household Survey 2015-16

Households’ Opinion in respect of awareness of Panchayat Expenditures and Willingness to

pay more tax to Panchayat

57



Anudhyan An International Journal of Social Sciences (AlJSS)

mobilization by their valuable opinions
whereas the sample households of Bainan are
not so much pleased about Panchayat’s
performance (Table 13).

for the development of their areas whereas only
34.7 per cent respondents have the opinion that
Gram Panchayats should not increase the tax
rate and expand the tax base because of their

Table 14
Frequency Distribution of Sample Respondents by their Opinion in respect of
Awareness of Panchayat’s Expenditure and Willing to Pay more Tax to Panchayat

Source: Household Survey 2015-16

It is expected that households have an idea
about Panchayat’s expenditures. It is observed
that only 65 per cent respondents have idea
about the pattern of expenditure of Gram
Panchayats whereas 35 per cent of the sample
respondents (out of 300 samples) have no idea
about their expenditure pattern.

Another important issue that needs to be
addressed is whether households are ready to
increase the tax rate and expand the tax base
of Gram Panchayats. I make a study about their
opinion in this respect. It is observed that 65.3
per cent of the sample respondents out of 300
respondents of 6 sample villages argue in
favour of increasing the tax rate and expanding
the tax base provided that this must be spent
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GPs Bagnan- 1 Bagnan- 11 Bainan
Tenpurn Chandra i Per
Villages | Hijlak | abasan |Total| pur Khadinan|Total | Karia | Khajutti | Total |Grandtotal| cent
whether [Yes| 45| 40 85 35 30 65 25 20 45 195 65.0
house hold -
have any idea
about Nol 5 10 15 15 20 as 25 30 55 105 35.0
Panchayat
expenditure?
Total 50 50 100 50 50 100 50 50 100 300 100.0
are household
ready to | Ye
increase tax | s | 40 35 78 30 25 55 39 27 66 196 65.3
rate & tax
base? |No[10| 15 25 20 25 45 11 23 34 104 34.7
Total 50 50 | 100 ] 50 50 100 | 50 50 100 300 100.0

inability to share the excess burden. Thus, it is
concluded that the Panchayats as well as
Government near about 80 per cent
respondents are satisfied either partially or
fully about the functioning of Gram
Panchayats. So the households of GPs Bagnan-
I and Bagnan- II express the knowledge
regarding Panchayat‘s own resource
mobilization by their valuable opinions
whereas the sample households of Bainan are
not so much pleased about Panchayat’s
performance (Table 14).
Households’ Suggestions to increase in
Own Source Revenue of Gram Panchayats
The suggestions made by the sample
households to increase own revenue of
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Panchayats based on the opinion of 300 sample
respondents of 6 sample villages of Bagnan- |
Block in Howrah District.

It is observed that all the sample
households recommended how to improve the
own fund and its mobilization through
Panchayats. It is observed that 30 per cent
respondents stressed on the proper assessment
of tax and fees. 30 per cent respondents stressed
on the proper assessment of utilization of own
fund. 18.33 per cent respondents stressed on

the creation of revenue building assets and
21.33 per cent respondents stressed on both
proper assessment of tax and fees and
Utilization of own fund (Table 15).

Households’ Opinion about the Basis of
Taxation of Gram Panchayats

As mentioned earlier that annual value of
land and buildings is the only basis of taxation
of the Gram Panchayats. It is observed that out
of 300 respondents 31.3 per cent argue that

: Table 15
Frequency Distribution of Sample Households by their Suggestions to Increase Own

Source Revenue of Gram Panchayats

GPs Bagnan- | Bagnan- 11 Bainan
Grand | Per
: Hijlak Tenpurna Chandra/Khadi Karia |Khajutt total | cent
Suggestions basan Total| _PUT | nan | Total Total
V) | (V) (Vi) (Vi) Vi) | (Vi)
Creation of
Revenue
Building 10 10 20 3 10 15 5 15 20 55 18.3
Assets
A] Proper |
Assesment
e 15 | 20 |35/ 10 !15 25 | 20 10 | 30 | 9% | 30
Fees
B]Utilization i
of Own 10 15 25 | 15 | 20| 35 15 15 30 | 9 \ 30
Fund
[A+B] 15 5 20 20 25 10 10 20 65 IZL?
Total 50 | 50 | 100 50 | 50 | 100 | 50 50 | 100 | 300 | 100

Source: Household Survey 2015-16
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value of productive assets should only be the
appropriate basis of taxation and 42.7 per cent
argue that the value of land and building should

fund, and also distance of household from
town. Probit model is called for to estimate the
coefficients of independent variables which

Table 16
Frequency Distribution of Sample Respondents by their Opinion about the Basis of
Taxation
GPs Bagnan- I Bagnan- 11 Bainan
= Tenpur IChandrap|Khadin . R Grand Per
. Hijlak Karia | Khajutti
E}:ﬁ;g nabasan |oga)|  Ur an_ | Total : Total| total cent
v | Vi) vy (Vi) V) | (Vi)
Value of
productive 17 15 32 20 15 a5 15 12 27 94 313
assests -
Income ¢
Ppmron~ | 45 0 |23| 10 | 2|32 |1w0]| 13 [23,] 78 26.0
agriculture i}
enterprise '
Value of
land and 20 25 45 20 13 33 25 25 50 128 42.7
buildings
Total 50 50 100 50 50 | 100 | SO 50 100 300 100.0

Source: Household Survey 2015-°16

only be the appropriate basis of taxation while
26 per cent per cent respondents mentioned that
household’s income from non-agricultural.
enterprises should be the basis of taxation
(Table 16).

5. Analysis of Tax Revenue of GP and its Co-
factors at the Household Level
The empirical analysis of households’

willingness to pay tax to Gram Panchayat is

made on the basis of the theoretical background
of Probit model. The households’ willingness
of tax payment to Gram Panchayat depends on
awareness of activity of Panchayats, literacy
rate, quality of work of Panchayats, proper
assessment of tax, fees and utilization of total
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influence households’ willingness of increased
amount of tax payment to Gram Panchayat. The
values of mean, S.D, coefficient of variation
(CV) and the notations used for the variables
are also listed in the Table 17.
Now the regression equation can be written as,
Y=Px+ X+ B X+ BX+ BsX, {where
Y=INTP. And X,=DST, X,=QLW, X,=ASST,

. X,=AWRNS, X,=LTR. Bi = Estimated

cnefﬁcie‘nt}

Probit Estimates

It is observed that the increased amount of
tax payment is positively related with quality
work of Panchayat, assessment for tax (at 5%
level of significance), awareness of Panchayat



Dr. Suman Chakraborty

Table 17
Notation, Specification, Mean, S.D, CV of Variables used in Probit Estimation at the
Household Level
Notation Specification Mean S.D | CV | Max- | Min-
Dependent Variable Value | Value
' Willingness to pay increased amount of] 0.4 049 | 1.23 1 0
INTP  leax (Y=1&N=0)
Independent Variables
. Quality of Work of Panchayats (Order 3.76 0.8 |0.21 5 1
Economic Variable-1 To'5)
Factors QLW L
ASST  |Proper Assesment of Tax & Fees & 0.19 0.4 | 211 1 0
Utilization of Total Fund(Y=1/N=0)
Awareness of Panchayats 0.85 0.36 |0.42 1 0
. . IAWRNS |Activity(Y=1/N=0)
Social Location of HHs Distance from Town | 947 | 2.17 |0.23 | 12 | 58
Factors DSTH
LTR Literacy Rate (%) 85.92 7.04 |0.08| 953 75.6

Notes: INTP= Willingness or Interested to pay increased amount of tax, QLW= Quality Of
Work Of Panchayats ,4SST= Proper Assesment of Tax & Fees & Utilization of Total Fund,
AWRNS= Awareness of Panchayats Activity, DSTH= Location of HHs Distance from Town,

LTR= Literacy Rate
Source: Household Survey 2015-’16

activities, and literacy rate (at 10% level of
significance), where as it is observed that the
distance of households from town is inversely
related with increased amount of tax payment
at 1% level of significance (Table 18).

6. Summary: A

Various issues relating to participation of
people in own resource mobilization of Gram
Panchayats were discussed at the disaggregate
level involving 300 sample households
randomly selected from 6 sample villages of 3
Gram Panchayats of Bagnan-I block of Howrah
district. The amounts of tax paid were low and
largely varied across the sample households.

The low amount paid in the form of tax on land
and buildings is, according to the sample
households, mainly due to the lack of proper
assessment on the value of land and buildings,
irregularity in collection of tax by the
Panchayats and lack of political will of the
Panchayat members. There are some
institutional constraints on mobilization of tax
revenue by the Gram Panchayat (GP). The
estimated tax per household as per Panchayat
Rules was several times higher than actual
amount realized at the Gram Panchayat level.
The relatively low performance of GPs in tax
revenue mobilization is attributed to their
unwillingness in optimally applying the tax
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Table 18
Statistical Results of Probit Model
Variables | Coefficient | Standard z P>z Number of Observations =300
Error
LR chi’(5) = 87.05

DSTH -0.227 0.069 -3 0.001

QLW 0.001 0.114 0 0.995 | Pseudo R* = 0.2152

ASST 0.52 0.209 25 0.013

LTR 0.037 0.021 1.7 0.088 | Log likelihood =-158.77502
AWRNS 0371 0.231 1.6 0.108

Cons -1.691 2.49 o | 0.497 | Prob > chi* = 0.0000

Source: Household Survey

instrument for fear of unpopularity at the
Panchayat level. Besides, in the absence of any
post of tax assessor Gram Panchayat find it
difficult to assess the present value of land and
buildings on which the tax amount has to be
scientifically assessed.

Amount of fees paid by the sample
households to Gram Panchayats is also low.
Voluntary contribution of the sample
households for completion of development
projects in terms of payment in kind or money
has been either zero or very meager. Their
contributions mainly relate to the projects like
sinking and repair of tube wells and
construction of morum roads. Here also it is
observed that only households of GP Bagnan-
I, the relatively developed one, have
contributed much to the Panchayats

Per capita payment (PCP) in the form of
tax and fees etc. varies widely across the
selected households of the sample villages.
Correlation Matrix concerning PCP of Gram
Panchayat, per capita income of sample
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households, percentage of non-farm workers
and per capita landholding shows that all the
correlation coefficients were statistically
significant at 1 per cent level.

The variation in PCP was positively and
significantly explained by per capita income
(PCI), percentage of non-farm workers to total
workers (NFW) and per capita land holding
(PLH) to the extent of 86 per cent. The model
was significant at 1% level.

Ngar about 80 per cent respondents of
sample villages of the two relatively developed
GPs, Bagnan- I and Bagnan- II, express their
satisfaction, more or less, with Panchayat‘s
development efforts and own resource
mobilization whereas the sample households
of the economically not advanced GP Bainan
were not so much pleased about Panchayat’s
performance. Most of household respondents
stressed on the proper assessment of tax and
fees and utilization of own fund, the creation
of revenue building assets.

The empirical analysis of households’
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willingness to pay tax to Gram Panchayat was
made on the basis of the theoretical background
of Probit model. The households’ willingness
of tax payment to Gram Panchayat depends on
awareness of activity of Panchayats, literacy
rate, quality of work of Panchayats, proper
assessment of tax, fees and utilization of total
fund, and also distance of household from
town. The analysis of the Probit model exhibits
that Panchayat revenue from tax is positively
related with quality work of Panchayat,
assessment for tax (at 5% level of significance),
awareness of Panchayat activities, and literacy
rate (at 10% level of significance) while the
distance of households from town is inversely
related with tax payment at 1% level of
significance because the long distance from
town indicates the high incidence of poverty in
the region. Thus the tax revenue of Panchayats
is significantly related to the economic
conditions of the households under Panchayats.
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Sri Aurobindo’s View on Integral Advaitism: an Analysis
Gargi Medda

ABSTRACT

Sri Aurobindo is one of the great exponents of ancient philosophy. He is a Yogin. He is one of the renowned mystic
philosophers. Sri Aurobindo is a lover of mankind, and a prophet of life-divine. The philosophy of Sri Aurobindo can
be called an Integral Philosophy. Sri Aurobindo offers a philosophy in a spirit of all-comprehensive synthesis. The
philosophy of Sri Aurobindo is called ‘Integral Advaitism’. It is ‘Advaita’, because, Sri Aurobindo regards Brahman
or the absolute as one and the fundamental reality. Itis ‘Integral’, for it does not deny the reality of any of the aspects
of existence. The fundamental basis upon which the whole structure of the philosophy of Sri Aurobindo stands is the
recognition of the reality of both spirit and matter, the two extreme terms of existence. The philosophy of Sri Aurobindo
reconciles all the aspects of reality in its all-embracing unity. Sri Aurobindo conceives that Brahman or the omnipresent
reality manifests itself to our consciousness as Saccidananda. Saccidananda is nothing but a common name for the
trium principle of existence (Sat), conscious-force (chit) and bliss (ananda) or “truth, consciousness, bliss”, is an

epithet and description for the subjective experience of the ultimate unchanging reality, called Brahman.

Key words: Integral Advaitism, Supermind, Saccidananda, Brahman.

Sri Aurobindo was an Indian nationalist,

freedom fighter, philosopher, yogi, Maharishi,
guru, port and a spiritual reformer. He believed
in a progress and spiritual evolution. He
believed in a spiritual realization that not only

liberated man but also transformed his nature;’
enabling a divine life on earth. The philosophy

of Sri Aurobindo can be called an Integral
Philosophy. Sri Aurobindo offers a philosophy
in a spirit of all-comprehensive synthesis.
According to Aurobindo the absolute as a pure
Existent is a fact and it is the fundamental
reality. Again the movement, the energy, the
becoming is equally a reality. We have to

recognize, therefore, two fundamental facts of
pure existence and of world-existence — a fact

“of Being and a fact of Becoming. The Absolute
is neither Being nor Becoming, neither one nor
many, but is beyond both.

Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy is a full-
ﬂedg@d system of Vedantic Advaitism. Sri
Aurobindo’s system of philosophy will clearly
show that his view of the Absolute or Brahman
is in full consonance with the Upanisadic View.
By his Integral Advaitism, Sri Aurobindo gives
a new meaning and reorientation to the
philosophy of the ancient Vedantic texts — the
Upanisads and the Bhagavad-Gita. In Sri
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Aurobindo’s Philosophy one can also find a
deep appreciation of the modern scientific and
philosophic thought. In his theory of evolution,
Sri Aurobindo betrays an undeniable modern
influence, both scientific and philosophic.
Though his theory evolution differs
fuhdamentally from that of the other great
modern evolutionists, yet his very belief in the
fact of cosmic evolution and his faith in the
higher destiny of man and the world are
essentially modern in nature. Thus Sri
Aurobindo’s system combines in itself the best
elements of the ancient and modern thought.
In his system one can find a harmonious fusion
of absolutism and evolutionism.

Advaitism means the doctrine of oneness
of the supreme reality or Brahman by denying
the reality of the World. Sankara is a well
known exponent of this doctrine. Sankara
denies the reality of the world to establish the
Advaitic stand point. According to him,
Brahman and the World are opposed to each
other. Brahman is the knower, while the world
is the object of knowledge. The Brahman is
pure consciousness while the world is
unconscious. The Brahman is changeless, while
the world is subject to change. Thus Brahman
and the world are regarded by Sankara as
opposed to each other. Failing to establish any
relationship between Brahman and the world
Sankara has to deny the reality of the world.
Though Sankara regards the world as real from
the empirical stand point, he denies its réa]ity
from the transcendental stand point.

To admit the reality of the world there are
two possibilities. The first possibility is to admit

the reality of the world as independent as
Brahman. The second possibility is admitting
the world as the integral part of Brahman. If
we admit the first possibility then it will lead
to an inevitable dualism of Sankhyan type.
Sankhya system is one of the oldest systems of
Indian Philosophy. It maintains a clear-cut
dualism between Purusha and Prakriti. This
uncompromising dualism cannot satisfy the
curiosity of mind since it creates another
problem by making it impossible to relate the
two poles of the duality. Any such duality
cannot be resolved unless one conceives of
another element while comprehends the two
dual elements. The fundamental mistake of
Sankhya is to treat Prakriti and Purusa as
absolute separate and independent realities.
Like the two sides of the same coin Prakriti
and Purusa are the two aspects of the same
reality. To dig a chasm between them is to
undermine them both. And that is what Sankhya
has done. Therefore dualism does not solve the
problem.

Now if the second possibility is accepted
it will affect the unity of Brahman, according
to Sankara. The world being subject to change
and destruction will affect the immutable and
imperishable nature of Brahman. To regard the
world as an integral part of Brahman will be to
introduce spatio- temporal limitations in it
which will inevitably reduce Brahman to the
level of the finite. Thus the second possibility,
to regard the world as an integral part of
Brahman is self-contradicting, according to
Sankara, Therefore, to escape from this self-
contradiction and to maintain Advaitic
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standpoint the denial of the reality of world is
inevitable.

Sri Aurobindo challenges the view of the
Sankara and believes that Advaitism can be
established even while admitting the reality of
the world. He disagrees with the teaching of
Sankara’s Advaita that denies the real existence
of the reality of the world. Aurobindo could
synthesize both the Absolute and the cosmos.
According to his integral stand point, the
Absolute is both Being and Becoming, one and
many, infinite and finite, and at the same time
transcending them all. The Absolute contains
the truth of all aspects of existence — the
individuals the universal and the transcendent.
There is a unity among the three aspects, and
the unifying principle is God Himself.
Aurobindo has said that “The Universe is a
manifestation of an infinite and eternal All
existence; the Divine Being dwells in all that
is; we ourselves all that in ourself, in our own
deepest being; our soul, the secret indwelling
psychic is a portion of the Divine
Consciousness and Essence”(1).

According to Sri Aurobindo, the
contradictions that seem to exist between
Brahman and the world are not real
contradictions; they are apparent. The Brahman
and the World seem to be irreconcilable only
to the finite reason. The contradictions can be
solved by a higher and more plastic reason
which gives a deeper and a wider meaning to
the categories. Thus the higher reason
reconciling the so-called opposites or
contradictories, such as one and many, being
and becoming, infinite and finite, knowledge
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and ignorance and so on, by giving a deeper
and wider meaning.

Sri Aurobindo argues that the
contradictions are there because we make an
approach to reality through mind which is
responsible for all sorts of contradictions. So,
we approach reality through higher reason,
called by Sri Aurobindo, the logic of the
Infinite, then we shall be able to reconcile the
so called opposition between the Brahman and
the world. Then we shall be able to maintain
the Advaitic stand point without denying the
reality of the world.

"The logic of the Infinite, as the name
suggests, is the logic of the Divine or the
supreme being. It is the reason which lies
inherent in the consciousness of the divine
being. The Divine acts in accordance with its
own law of reason called the Logic of the
infinite, The nature and working of this higher
reason or logic can be realized by man only if
he attains the supermental consciousness.
Ordinarily the working of the Logic of Infinite
appears as magic to the human reason. It is
through the lower reason that we are to make
an approach to the higher reason.

The Integral Advaitism of Sri Aurobindo
holds the integral reality can be known only by
an Initegral knowledge and not by any partial
and limited consciousness whether it is
sensuous, mental or intuitional. Sri Aurobindo
points out that the infinite is not an opposite of
the finite understood as the many, nor
contradictory to them. The finite is a veiled
form of the infinite. Matter is nothing but the
concealed spirit. Sri Aurobindo feels that, the
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cosmic consciousness reveals spirit in relation
to matter. There is still a higher kind of spiritual
experience which discloses Reality as the
transcendental silence, pure and luminous,
super cosmic Brahman, Sri Aurobindo holds
that Brahman is not only ‘one without second’,
but also ‘All this is Brahman’. Reality as
transcendental silence and as cosmic activity
are complementary aspects of one all-
comprehensive Brahman. The silent and active
Brahman are one Brahman in two aspects,
positive and negative and each is necessary to
the other. According to Sri Aurobindo, an
omnipresent reality is the Brahman, not an
omnipresent cause of persistent illusions.

For, Aurobindo, the beginning and the end
of all developments is the one Absolute spirit,
and the various developments are the modes
of divine manifestations. Aurobindo presents
the spirit as the ultimate and eternal reality with
its three modes of Saccidananda, i.e. Existence,
Consciousness and Bliss. But is does not mean
that Saccidananda is constituted of these three
separate principles. The Absolute or
Saccidananda is an indivisible reality. What is
called existence is also consciousness and what
is consciousness is also bliss. These three terms
have got a special significance and throw a
flood of light on the nature of Saccidananda or
the Absolute. Saccidananda is the infinite
beyond all its manifestations, and it is through
evolution-involution that the whole world
process has to be explained. All developments
are the unfolding of the Absolute Spirit. The
spirit has othered itself in such a way as to take
in the appearance “of a Void, an infinite of Non-

existence, an interminate inconscient, an
intensive blissless zero” (2). The beginning of
the movement is from the inconscient energy,
and it is from such a primordial matter that life
and mind later developed. Each activity in the
lower sphere tends towards the emergence of
the spirit, i.e., the divinization of the material
world. According to Sri Aurobindo,
Saccidananda is not merely existence,
consciousness and bliss but it is also power or
force. It is not merely Cit or Cit-Sakti. But is
also consciousness Force. As reason is
constrained to posit pure Being or Existence
underlying the phenomena, so it is constrained
to posit a force as constituting the phenomena,
the world is the creation of force. Therefore
the Absolute is both movement and pure
Existence. We are aware of the Absolute as
movement or Becoming but the Absolute is not
subject to movement or Becoming. It is an
Existence which remains immutable and
unaffected by any movement.

The Absolute is both Existence and Force.
The Absolute manifests itself as the world and
the individuals by means of Force. Sri
Aurobindo says Force is conscious. And this
consciousness is present in a latent manner in
plant and matter also. All Mind is Brahman,
life is Brahman, Matter is Brahman, Brahman
is the power that underlies, sustains and
supports and controls everything in the universe
— the man, the demon, the beast and the bird —
in short both the animate and inanimate. He is
conscious beings and the consciousness in the
inconscient entities too.

The creation of a finite World out of the
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Infinite Consciousness requires an intermediate
principle. This intermediate principle is called
by Sri Aurobindo supermind. It is the creative
aspect of Saccidananda. It is through the
supermind that Saccidananda manifests the
universe out of its indivisible unity. The
supermind is not only the principle of
knowledge but the principle of will also. Sri
Aurobindo calls it Truth-Consciousness or
Real-Idea. It is the supermind which reconciles
the opposition between the Brahman and the
World. It is the link between Saccidananda and
the finite-world,

Aurobindo says, Saccidananda is the
ultimate reality, The world owes its origin to
the Absolute. According to Aurobindo the
Absolute is “not arigid indeterminable oneness,
not an infinity, vacant of all that is not a pure
self-existence.”(3) It is an integral absolute. It is
pure existence and at the same time movement,
process and energy. But according to Sankara,
the transcende atal Brahman can not be thought
to evolve in the world process and therefore
becoming is an appearance and not a reality.

According to Aurobindo Brahman is
changeless. The changeless does not mean that
it is incapable of change rather it means it is
unaffected by change or becoming of the world.
Brahman is “a boundless totality and a
multitude”(4).

Aurobindo says that, “World is a
manifestation on of the Real and therefore is
itself real, The reality is the finite and eternal
Divine, infinite and eternal Being,
Consciousness-Force and Bliss. The Divine by
his power has created the world or rather
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manifested it is his own infinite Being”(5).
There is a complete synthesis between matter
and spirit between the impersonal and the
personal. Sri Aurobindo envisions that the
whole universe is to be supramentalized as it
is a descent of the Divine. The involution is
the result of the self-concealment of the Divine
in the universe.

It is only the one side of the truth. The spirit
has to return to itself. There should be ascent
from the lesser perfect to the more perfect. The
evolution of the principle of matter, life and
mind into the status of spirit is possible on
account of the involution of spirit in them. The
whole cosmic order is explained by Sri
Aurobindo by the double process of involution
and evolution. The higher principle evolves out
of the lower simply because it is already present
in the lower in a latent manner. The lower
principles are the subordinate forms of the
higher principle Mind, Psyche, Life and Matter
are the subordinate forms of supermind, bliss,
consciousness-Force and Existence
respectively.

The process of ascent and descent is thus

ranged.

Existence Matter
Consciousness-Force Life
Bliss Psyche
Supermind Mind

The order of involution is as follows:
Existence, Consciousness-Force, Bliss,
Supermind, Mind, Psyche, Life, Matter. The
order of evolution will therefore be. Matter,
Life, Psyche, Mind, Supermind, Bliss,
Consciousness, Force, Existence. The first four
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constitute the lower hemisphere, while the last
four constitute the upper hemisphere. The
stages in the lower hemisphere constitute the
subordinate forms of those in the upper
hemisphere.

Sri Aurobindo believes in the graded
manifestation of the Divine from matter to
spirit. He thus strongly opposed the Advaita
tendencies to regard appearances as cosmic
illusion. Aurobindo opines that “individual
salvation can have no real sense if existence in
the cosmos is itself an illusion.”(6) Sri
Aurobindo prefers to call the cosmic illusion
lila. For him, the whole universe is a gradual
unfolding of Saccidananda or the play of the
Divine and therefore there cannot be any
multiplicity. Everything has to be understood
as Brahman.

Sri Aurobindo calls his system Advaita for
the reason that he regards the Brahman or the
Absolute as one and the fundamental reality.
His advaitism is called integral for the reason
that it does not deny the reality of any of the
aspects of existence. It is not based on the denial
of the reality of the world and the individual.
The integral Advaitism of Sri Aurobindo
reconciles all the opposition between Infinite
and finite, one and many, being and becoming,
indeterminate and determinate or Nirguna

Brahman and Saguna Brahman. Thus Sri
Aurobindo’s Integral Advaitism differs from the
Advaitism of Sankara. Whereas the Advaitism
of Sankara is based on the denial of the reality
of the world, the Advaitism of Sri Aurobindo
does not deny the reality of the world or the
individual. The Advaitism of Sankara is
abstract and all-exclusive in nature. But Sri
Aurobindo’s Advaitism is integral and all
inclusive. It includes all the aspects of reality
in its all-embracing unity. The real monism
according to Sri Aurobindo is that which admits
all things as the one Brahman. If it be true that
the self alone exists, it must also be true that
all is the self.
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‘Memory’ and ‘Trauma’ in UrvashiButalia’sThe Other Side of
Silence: Voices from the Partition

Supromit Maiti

ABSTRACT

The gruesomeness of partition has survived like a legacy through the annals of memories and continues to exercise

undesirable effect on the survivors. While UrvashiButalia took up the project of constructing an alternative history

of partition,relying exclusively on the oral narratives of the survivors of partition, little did she know about the

significance and consequences of the act of memory-reading that she was about to initiate. Reminiscing of the old

experiences proved to be intensely traumatic for the survivors and the families of the victims every time any such

attempt was made. This paper would, therefore, attempt to thrive on Butalia’sThe Other Side of Silence: loices from

the Partition in negotiating the nuances involved in memory-reading while also mapping the ways in which trauma

is induced by the act of juggling with the memories from the days of partition.

Key words : trauma, memory, psyche, partition.

Memory is the modality of our relation to the
past. (Terdiman 7)

Richard Terdiman’s claim does count for
quite a degrec of legitimacy when the impact
of memory comes into consideration. Having
lived a life full of experiences, past continues
to live in us in the form of memories of the
lived reality, highlighting the crossroads of life.
True, memory has been intrinsically connected
to human existence since its inception; a
meticulous journey tracing the contours of
human history would do justice to magnify the
impact it has on modalities of human life.

The effect memories can have on
individuals might vary drastically. While some
memories might brighten one’s face like a
summer morning, some might paint a picture

as gloomy as a cloud-stricken monsoon
evening. One such memory in the history of
the nation is the catastrophic decree of
partitioning the nation and the havoc that
ensued since its implementation. Changing the
lives of millions at once, the bloody event did
find plenty of manifestations in literary works
as well as the official records and documents
maintained by the government. However, the
abundance of representations did not negotiate
the dearth in recording first-hand accounts of
the survivor, and that is precisely where
UrvashiButalia’s attempt to construct an
alternative history of partition relying, heavily
on oral narratives of the survivors and their
family calls for appreciation.

Butalia, through her book, recaptures “in
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all its intensity the schizophrenic crisis which
still haunts these survivors, mostly in their
private moments”(Banerjee 2518).With The
Other Side of Silence in mind, Butalia launched
her investigation and started interviewing the
families of the victims and the survivors, and
that is where all hell broke loose.Recollecting
the old memories and narrating them many
years later was a way of re-living the horror all
over again. Butalia, thereby came to the
realization that the effect these memories were
creating on the narrators were certainly enough
to traumatize them. If this past begins to talk to
people, for whom partition was never a closed
chapter, the families of the survivor, or the
victims, what follows is a traumatic experience.
They begin to feel traumatized all over again
when the memories of the dreadful past they
once had to confront is brought out
unceremoniously from the sealed vault
designated to be forgotten. Memories of
violence, of bone-chilling terror, of horrible
deeds continued to haunt and mar their life in
hideous ways. Whenever they are asked about
their past or are requested to narrate any event
from the past, from their memory, the images
of blood-shed, the threat and horror of partition
overpowers them even years later.

When UrvashiButalia, in The Other Side
of Silence: Voices from the Partition of India,
attempted to write an alternative history of
partition, highlighting those aspects of partition
which were previously unheeded, she relied
mostly on oral history and narratives. And it
was no wonder, therefore, that the survivors
would enquire the worth of resurrecting those
memories from a time in the pastthat would
once again stir a tender spot in their heart and

traumatize them.This is well evident when
Butalia writes:
A friend of mine described how, after
remaining silent many years her
mother spoke of her experience of
partition to a persuasive researcher. For
weeks after she had done so, she was
unable to sleep, remembering the pain

and anguish of the time. The researcher

who had prompted her to speak was

by then elsewhere, probably involved

in another interview. Thus it is never a

simple question of silence and speech,

for speech is not always cathartic, not

always liberating. (Butalia 54)

From this confession we see how a person
is inevitably traumatized by the memory of
events. Such intense memory’s traumatizing
effect was that it lingered for days and months
after the memory was first triggered.
Traumatized again, she was unable to sleep for
weeks while the horrific images of incidents,
its pain and anguish continued to haunt her by
its perpetual presence in her consciousness. Her
self-assertive silence no longer worked as a veil
hiding her traumatizing past, dissociating it
from her memory. This often acts as a force
that prompts the survivors to abstain from this
process of memory reading, being well aware
about the consequences it is bound to have upon
their psyche.

Memory, like in many other genres and
sub-genres of literature, plays a pivotal role in
partition fiction. It is the figments of memory
that makes the narrative of partition possible.
But since partition and trauma can never be
mutually exclusive, so is the case with memory
and trauma. Memory, according to David
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Shields is “the past rewritten in the direction
of feelings” (32). This explains how
intrinsically memory is tied to the human
feelings of pain and anxiety that an individual
suffered during partition. Shields continues:

Memories have a quasi-narrative

structure constituting a story, an inbuilt

successiveness strong enough to keep

the narrative the same on each act of

remembering but not strong enough to

ensure that the ordering of events is

the ordering which originally took

place. (32)

Therefore we have an individual going
through the same kind of trauma every time he
tries to remember his experience of the
partition, not necessarily in the same order.
Every instance of the story, the real experience
being played in their psyche would be potential
enough to re-traumatize the survivor.

The narrative never changes, nor does it
become less painful. The intensity of pain it
inflicts even vears after partition strangely
never diminishes. Shields goes on to say:

Through the loss of the real, the

passing of the actual moment into

history, and through the selective and

transformative qualities of memory, I

construct a representation- a shadow,

an image of that experience which

stands for the experience- yet one that

allows me to access it as if it were a

reality. (34)

This shows how the image of the real
experience is akin to that of the real incident,
and how this representation, which is a creation
of our memory can produce a similar extent of
trauma that the real incident produced.

Memories of partition is, therefore, no less
traumatic than the real event. This trauma can
be said to be a memory effect if we consider
Terdiman’s statement “whenever anything is
conserved and reappears in a representation,
we are in the presence of a memory effect” (8).
This representation of the real trauma produced
by an event in the past is the memory effect of
partition,

A close reading of Butalia’s work is bound
to reveal a treatise hidden in the lines of the
text that breathes of trauma induced by
memory, concretizing the traumatizing effect
that memory has on an individual. We often
find the survivors and their family trying to
suppress their memory. Silence plays its cards
and a sort of temporary peace if achieved,
putting away the traumatic past by not speaking
about it. But once the silence unleashes the blast
of memories, the consequences are severe and
intense.

Through Butalia’sinteractions with the
survivors and their family, we have a
‘rememoration’ through their individual
narratives, i.¢. memoration of the past that was
otherwise silenced. Through her interviews, for
The Other Side of Silence, Butalia is initiating
a dialogue with thepast which was carefully
guarded since years. Shields argues,
“consciously or unconsciously, we manipulate
our memories to include or omit certain things”
(32). This is well evident if we read Butalia’s
work carefully and we see her strong affiliation
to the women’s cause. She, being a feminist
historian, a large part of the textual space is
devoted to women, both the victims of partition
violence as well as women social workers who
worked for rehabilitation of the abducted
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women. Butalia writes, learning from her
conversations with DamayantiSahgal, a
prominent social worker of the time, and from
her own conversations with the families that
suffered during partition, that the memory of
the past is often not the real past. She found
during her research that stories of women of
the family are, in most cases, deliberately
silenced. The women of the family who were
abducted, raped or murdered during partition
find no mention in the narratives of the family.
Theirs’ is a forgotten history which better
remains that way.

Similar is the fate of the women who were
killed by their own family members in order to
prevent abduction or other misfortunes, and
thereby saving thehonour of the family by
assigning them death. In her essay
“Community, State and Gender: On Women'’s
Agency during Partition”, Butalia writes:

There are any number of such stories,

of both men and women- although the

numbers of women are much larger

than those of men-offering themselves

up for death, or simply being killed, in

an attempt to protect the ‘purity’ and

‘sanctity’ of the religion. (WS 14)

Such was the story of all the women in
BasantKaur’s village. These women are never
talked of. These families always try to erase
these dark patches in the history of the family.
Even if they are mentioned, they are
remembered as martyrs. Butalia writes “the
women and children had offered themselves up
for death because death was preferable to what
would almost certainly have happened:
conversion and rape” (195).Mangal Singh, a
survivor who hailed from a family that killed

seventeen of its own children and women,
refused to accept their death as killing. He was
more eager to use the term ‘martyred’.

FriggaHaug, while talking about “memory
work” mentions “Our own past experience may
offer some insight into the ways in which
individuals construct themselves into existing
relations, thereby themselves reproducing a
social formation” (34). This is seen in the way
a group of Sikh people is seen making it a
tradition to meet on a particular day in a year
to celebrate the heroic martyrdom of the women
of the village. Their deeds were saluted and
their tales were told with noted admiration. This
was how a social formation was constructed in
order to maintain their comfort zone.

Cathy Caruth, in the introduction of her
edited volume Trauma: Explorations in
Memory, writes of trauma as “a response,
sometimes delayed, to an overwhelming event
of events, which takes the form of repeated,
intrusive hallucinations, dreams, thoughts or
behaviors stemming from the event, along with
numbing that may have begun during or after
the experience, and possibly also increased
arousal to (and avoidance of) stimuli recalling
the event” (4). This is precisely what is seen in
the survivors who were interviewed by
UrvashiButalia. Kulwant Singh’s wife when
she conversed with Butalia, informed, Kulwant
“still had nightmares, that he woke in the
middle of the night feeling an intense heat rising
up around him, the flames which surrounded
him as he lay by his father’s body in 1947"
(Butalia 259). Caruthcontinues :

To be traumatized is precisely to be

possessed by an image or event. And
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thus the traumatic symptom cannot be

interpreted, simply, as a distortion of

reality, nor as the lending of
unconscious meaning to a reality it
wishes to ignore, nor as the repression

of what once was wished.(7Trauma 4-

5)

Through her psychoanalytic reading of
trauma in human psyche, Caruth curates trauma
as something that is born out of the very
existence of the images of the real event,
somewhere in the fabrics of the psyche and not
a representation of a distorted reality. It was,
therefore, the workings of these images etched
deep in the memories of the survivors that
might be responsible in inducing intense
trauma, even when years have passed since the
occurrence of the real event. Caruth writes,
“The traumatized, we might say, carry an
hnposéible history within them, or they become
themselves the symptom of a history that they
cannot entirely possess.”(5) This shows how
the survivors carries within them, figments of
history and their self-awareness about its
existence within their consciousness brings the
trauma that would accompany them to their
grave. This personal history is something which
no other individual can decipher the way the
past is lived by that particular subject. Talking
about the “traumatic neurosis” after the
“incubation period”, Freud considers trauma
as the successive movement from an event to
its repression to its return. (Freud M&M 84)

According to Caruth, the historical
efficiency of trauma lies not in the fact that the
traumatic experience is repeated after its
forgetting, but also that it is only through its
inherent capacity of forgetting that it is first
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experienced at all. Caruth goes on to say that
according to Freud, those who undergo trauma,
the passing out of the event is equally traumatic,
ifnot more, than the moment of the actual event
that causes the trauma. This legitimizes that
survival itself can be a crisis. '°Manifestation
of this could be found in all the narratives of
the survivors that Butalia received during her
investigation.

Indeed it is seen that an overwhelming
number of the survivors could never get back
to their previous pleasant self. They seem to
be perpetually haunted by a lingering effect.
Paul Verhareghe, while talking about this
traumatic neurosis writes “a trauma installs a
conflictual division within the psyche” (52).
This conflictual division inherent in the
patients, plays an important role throughout
their life and they tend to deal with other
situations while these conflicts continues to be
a deciding factor lying in the underbelly of their
unconscious. The memories of the partition
proved to be the factor that initiated this
conflictual division in the survivors.

In Beyond the Pleasure Principle, while
talking about dream in traumatic neuroses,

. Freud very diligently notes, “Dreams occurring

in traumatic neuroses have the characteristic
of repeatedly bringing the patient back into the
situation of his accident, a situation from which
he wakes up into another fright” (7).This is
precisely what happens to the survivors of
partition. Every time they are reminded of the
incident, or made to hark back at memory, the
same terror and fright engulfs them. Freud
continues “the traumatic experience is
constantly forcing itself upon the patient even
in his sleep is a proof of the strength of that
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experience; the patient is, one might say, fixated
to his trauma™ (7).

While Freud used the examples of war
survivors in a battlefield for his research, Cathy
Caruth in her another work Unclaimed
Experience writes “Freud wonders at the
peculiar and often uncanny way in which
catastrophic events seem to repeat themselves
for those who have passed through them” (1).
These repetitions are in most cases triggered
by memory and the survivors of the partition
whom Butalia met during her journey into the
culmination of her project were the perpetual
victims of their memories. Shields might as well
be true when he writes, “The genius of memory
is that it is choosy, chancy, and temperamental”
(34

In conclusion, we are only left to remember
howRabindranath Tagore writes about the past
in his poem “Atit”:

You remember the life of the forgotten

and the obscure.

You are the mute carrier of the burden

of their lost history.

Make them talk....(Tagore 421)

Reference:

* Banerjee, Sumanta. “The Partition and its
Survivors.”The Economic and Political Weekly
33.39 (1998): 2518-2520. JSTOR.Web. 18 July
2020.

* Butalia, Urvashi. The Other Side of Silence:
Voices from the Partition. India: Penguin Books,
1998, Print.

* —. “Community, State and Gender: On Women's
Agency during Partition” The Economic and
Political Weekly 28.17 (1993): WS12-WS21.
JSTOR.Web. 07 August 2015.

* Caruth, Cathy. Trauma: Explorations in Memory.
Baltimore, London: John Hopkins University
Press, 1995. Print.

s —. Unclaimed Experience: Trauma, Narrative
and History. Baltimore, London: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2016. Print.

= Freud, Sigmund. Moses and Monotheism. Trans.
Katherine Jones. New York: Vintage, 1939.
Print,

* —. Beyond the Pleasure Principle. Trans. James
Strachey. London, New York: W.W. Norton &
Company, 1959. Print.

* Haug, Frigga. Female Sexualization: A Collective
. Work of Memory. Trans. Erica Carter. London,
UK: Verso, 1999

* Shields, David. “Memory” Columbia: A Journal
of Literature and Art 46 (2009): 32-36, JSTOR.
Web. 18 July 2020.

* Tagore, Rabindranath. Sanchayita(Collected
Poemis). Trans. NirsinghaSil. Calcutta: Tuli
Kalam, 2002. Print.

* Terdiman, Richard. Present Past: Modernity and
the Memory Crisis. Ithaca, NY: Comell
University Press, 1993. Print.

* Verhaeghe, Paul. “Trauma and Psychopathology
in Freud and Lacan.” Beyond Gender: From
Subject to Drive, New York: Other Press, 2001,

Print.

75



Status of Women in the Higher Education as A Victim of Gender
Discrimination: Issues And Challenges
Dr. Papia Gupta

ABSTRACT

According to Indian Census 2011, 35% women are illiterate and out of 65% literate women, the percentage of their

participation in higher education is very depressing. Present Government has provided countless facilities and
scholarships for the education of women like BETI BACHAO BETI PADHAO ABHIJAN, UDAAN, PRAGATI,
SWAMI VIVEKANANDA SINGLE GIRL CHILD SCHOLARSHIP FOR RESEARCH IN SOCIAL SCIENCE with
a great hope to decrease the inferior situation of them keeping in mind woman is a precious human resource as man

for a country. This paper aimed at exploring the present scenario of the status of women in the higher education sectors

of India and also the reasons behind that along with the view that education is one of the most powerful instruments

for empowering women to promote gender equality towards social justice.

Keywords: Gender inequality, Higher education, Women empowerment,Social justice.

Though it is accepted universally that male and
female are the two basic components of human
society, still women are oppressed, suppressed
and always rejected from their rights in male
dominated society which proves that high
gender inequalitystill persists in every sphere,
like in family, social position. work situation
and in literacy level also. Twomain inequalities
are educational inequality and health inequality,
as pointed out by Amartya Sen, which indicate
clearly the actual situation ofcountry’s socio-
economic progress. Now, most of the
constitutions of the world declare Right to life,
Equality, Dignity as the fundamental rights,
must be available to every individual
irrespective of gender difference. In Indian

constitution also certain provisions are declared
solely for the well-being and development of
women and girl child. It is stated in Article no.
14, 15 & 16 that men and women are not only
equal but they should be treated in equal
manner under the law and state government has
a special provision to make affirmative
discrimination for the development of women.
But the actual scenario in family, society,
pélitics or economy, everywhere, is men’s
sovereignty, his monopoly and women'’s
unconditional and forced obedience as a victim
of gender inequality. Irrespective of cast,
religion and social status male child is preferred
over a girl child due to religious as well as
socio-economical reason that only son has the
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right to keep clan or continue the family line,
look after parents or provide financial and
emotional care in their old age or has the right
to perform rituals in their last rites, so the birth
of a boy is celebrated as a blessings of God in
the family. Whereas the birth of a girl child is
treated as a disaster or curses due to the
common belief that she is nothing but a liability
or burden rather than an asset like boy child,
mostly because of dowry system. Inspite of the
fact that women possess a biological advantage
over men for longevity and survival yet of the
India’s total population, women
constitute48.18% in 2017, as reported by World
Bank collection of development indicators
compiled from officially recognized sources.
Basically gender differences are rooted in our
socio-cultural mentality. Biological or sexual
differences are natural but Gender is
constructed by the patriarchal society which
imposed different types of roles or behavior to
men & women that intends to reduce women
to a status of second class citizen. I must
mention here that patriarchy is not the
discipline or rule of father or individual man
but a social trick to continue the male
domination over women. We can define it
following Sylvia Walby -”A system of social
structures and practices in which men
dominate, oppress and exploit women”.!So

patriarchal society always has an evil intention

to issues autocratic whip over women’s entire
life.

Report of Indian Education Commission
(1964-66) focused the view that for any country

education plays a significant role for the rapid
process to acquire a sustainable social and
human development by stating “The realization
of the country’s aspiration involves changes in
the knowledge, skills and values of the people
as a whole. If this ‘change in a grand scale’ is
to be achieved without a violent revolution,
there is one and only instrument that be used-
Education”. At the same time it is also the most
vital instrument for the empowerment of
women, the power of which can reduce the
unjustified gender difference or gap between
male and female not only within family but in
social standard, economy, culture and other
respect also. After the completion of primary
& secondary education, higher education is
essentially needed for them to achieve social
and occupational mobility. Financial
independence of women on the one handcan.
change the societal attitude of son preference
for then parents have the option to depend on
them regarding responsibility and care like a
male child and the evil of dowry system also
be eradicated gradually on the other. In fact
education is one of the major conditions for
women’s employment, enjoyment of legal and
constitutional rights and equal status. In the
view of Amartya Sen, the underlying
importance of education and health is that they
are closely related to human success and
independence.

Now take a look of census report which
focus the wide gap in between male literacy
and female literacy in spite of different
initiatives taken by the Government.

4

77



Anudhyan An International Journal of Social Sciences (AIJSS)

Male/Female Literacyrate in India from 1971 to 20112

var | foeemet | etmbe | ol | e
1971 34.45 45,96 21.98 23.98
1981 43.57 56.37 29.75 26.62
1991 52.21 64.13 39.29 24.84
2001 63.38 75.26 53.67 21,69
2011 74.04 £2.14 65.46 16.68

Therefore, as per census 2011, 16.68%
gender gap exist in the field of literacy. But
some significant ﬁnims also deserve to mention
here for considering the fact that the progress
of Women’s education had in a positive mode
at Pre-independent period.

1. The systemized educational data collection
was started on 1882 that openedthe close
door of assessing the progress of status
women’s education.
During 1882-1947, under the British rule,
in the formal educational institution, the
enrolment of female students was increased
from 0% to 25% of the total enrolment, the
credit of which goes to the foreign rulers for
their good intention to initiate the necessary
infrastructure & conditions for the
improvement of women’s education in India.
3. Two Indian women graduated in 1883 & the
number of students in women’s school

established at Bombay, now known as
shrimati Nathibai Damodar Thackersey
Women’s University that can be treated as
a milestone in the history of women’s
education in India because of its unique
objectives and perception of making
provision of higher education through the
mother tongue as a mode of teaching,

So the initiatives taken by the British on
the matters relating to women’s education
appeared to strengthen the rights of women but
the overall picture of Pre-independent India
regarding higher education was not so very
bright for the limited access for women.

The following table can reflect the actual
status higher education from Pre-independence
to post independence?

It should be noted that ancient India, from
4" Century B.C to 3 Century B.C. male -
female both had option to receive universal

Year 1883 1928 1947 1961-62
No of College 139 307 591 2,282
No of Enrolment 16,088 90,677 2,28.881 11,77,245

andcolleges increase from 1.27 lakhs in
1882 to 3.93 lakhs in 1902.
4. In 1916 an Indian Women’s University was
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education even though the early Vedic family
was ‘patriarchal in nature it never deprived
women from their rights or privilege they
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deserved. Both of them went through the
ceremony of upanayana before entering
Gurukul for studying. As a result, that time a
number of women, known as Brahmavidinis,
dedicatedly spent their whole life in studying
philosophy & theology and committed to
involved in debates challenging the nature of
Brahman also. That time of women had also
the right like men to pursue her brahmachari
life without any constraints of getting
married.Apala, Ghosha, Vishwavara,
Lopamudra are the renowned lady scholars of
that period, who used to compose the mantras
and hymns of Rgveda of which Vishwavara’s
hymn is dedicated to Agni, Apala’s to Indra and
Lopamudra’s hymn, consisting of sex verses
are dedicated to Goddess Rati. From the above
discussion, undoubtedly Women’s success
along with their intellect has reflected with a
strong conclusion that Vedic women were given
equal status & opportunities in education in
comparison to man. But after that gradually
many other rights, including right to education,
began to be taken away from women.

Now, after independence, the right to enter
in higher education is not only neglected but
almost rejected which was reflected in the
suggestion of University Education
Commission report that vehemently oppose the
system of women’s education as nothing but
wastage of money- “Women’s present
education is entirely irrelevant to the life they
have to lead. It is not only a waste but often a
definite disability”.*(Report of the University

Education Commission, Government of India
1948-49. Vol (i), Chapter XII). What a
depressing perception of the so called
intellectual mind. The scenario was changed
in 1958, when a national committee for the
education of women was constituted & a huge
number of recommendations in favor of
women’s education is submitted for execution.

As per the 2011 Census, over 80 per cent
ofthe young female population (age 7 to 29) is
literate. But although the female literacy rate
in India is increasing rapidly, it is much lower
than that of men. In urban zones of the country,
girls are almost equal to boy in terms of child
education. However, in rural areas girls are still
less educated. According to the Educational
Statistics Report released by MHRD in 2011,
the overall literacy rate in Urban India is 79.5
per cent in which 74.8 per cent female and 83.7
per cent male are literate. But in Rural India,
the overall literacy rate is 64.7 per cent among
which females are 56.8 per cent and males are
72.3 per cent. It can be said from the above
statistics that gender gap in literacy rate still
persists in India.

In spite of various types of prevention or
barriers the rate of participation of women in
higher education in a slow but steady process
has been increasing in almost all the states of
India since 2011 with the increase inthe number
of Women’s Higher Education Institutions.

The table below shows the percentage of
women participation in Higher Education
Institutes from the year 2011 to year 20135.
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STATE X11 X12 X13 X14 X15
Andhra Pradesh 8.94 8.99 8.15 7.84 7.84
_Assam 8.40 7.58 6.94 691 6.90
Bihar 8.4 9.09 1049 11.02 1120
Chandigarh 31.82 29.17 3043 25.00 25.00
Chhattisgarh 7.76 7.61 6.95 6.61 6.60
Delhi 16.15 16.13 16.89 14.65 14.57
Goa 2.17 2.04 1.96 351 3.51
Gujarat 8.33 8.31 8.17 7.89 7.89
Haryana 1641 16.20 1534 14.51 14.62
| Himachal Pradesh - 6.93 7.35 823 8116 8.13
| Jammu and Kashmir _ 6.47 6.53 1530 528 526
Jharkhand N 12.05 11.66 891 8.93 8.71
Karnataka 6.12 6.22 7.11 732 |1732
Kerala 7.01 6.93 651 6.25 624
Madhya Pradesh 8.30 7.60 739 5.76 574
Maharastra 6.81 6.11 6.17 7.10 7.10
Odisha §.24 9.89 8.89 | 8.62 8.62
Puducherry 11.63 10.26 L1LIT 930 9.30
Punjab 18.50 19.65 2145 20.48 20.56
Rajasthan 2497 25.44 25.45 25.43 25.50
Tamilnadu 15.57 15.70 15.76 15.57 15.57
Telangana 12,05 11.79 11.32 997 9.97
Tripura___ 4.76 4.17 444 377 n
Uttar Pradesh 1118 12.36 1261 13.08 13.11
Uttaranchal 8.24 7.92 6.76 696 696
West Bengal 1040 10.04 949 | 852 8.52
INDIA 1017 10.03 1020 1070 | 1072

As well as the following table focuses the ranks in respect of women enrolment in higher education
of India at that period.
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STATE REW11 REWI2 _REWI3 | REWI4 | REWIS

Andhra Pradesh 17 2 | 24 21 21
Assam 5 4 | s 6 6
Bihar 24 4 | 23 | 25 24
Chandigarh 2 14 4 3 3
Chhattisgarh 8 11 13 | 8

Delhi 15 12 12 | 19
Goa 3 2 2 | 4 4
Gujarat 23 23 2 | 24 25
Haryana 16 19 2 16 16
Himachal Pradesh 6 7 | 2 2
Jammu and Kashmir 4 3 5 5
Jharkhand 13 6 15 | 14 14
Karnataka ' 1 10 8 7 7
Kerala 1 1 1 1

Madhya Pradesh 25 26 25 23 23
Maharastra 2 21 19 py) 2
Odisha 19 16 16 18| 18
Puducherry 9 9 10 9 | 9
Punjab 20 17 9 12 1
Rajasthan 26 25 26 20 20
Tamilnadu 12 13 1 11 12
Telangana 14 5 | 11 | 15 15
Tripura - 20 20 1 26 26
Uttar Pradesh 10 6 10 10
Uttaranchal 7 14 13 13
West Bengal i ] 18 18 17 17

REW= rank corresponding to women

This increasing rate of participation and
improvement in rank proves that in this modern
erano one feels hesitation to acknowledge that
higher education is necessary and appreciable
for both men and women for the same reason
and undoubtedly women can acquire same
grade of maturity or understanding through
proper education.But still now some traditional
conservative attitude believes that women must

be educated for playing her role better as wives
or mothers in family.

As per All India Survey on Higher
Education released by the Ministry of Human
Resource Development in 2015, the enrolment
in higher education has been estimated to be
33.3 million, of which 17.9 million were male
and 15.4 million females. Present Govt. has
made a strong commitment to improve the
access of women in Higher Education levgl
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through introducing different Policies and
Yojana. Some of them are as follows,
Swami Vivekananda Scholarship for single
girl child to research in social sciences in
intention of to compensate direct costs of
Higher Education especially for the girls who
happen to be the only girl child in their family.
Pragati is another such scholarship for girls
in technical Education with an aim to encourage
them to pursue their technical Education.
Govt, has also introduced Post-doctoral
Fellowship for SC/ST and Women. Residential
Coaching Academy for SC/ST, Minorities and
Women in Universities and Colleges are
established also by the Govt. to prepare students
for NET and All India & State Civil Services
Examinations.
Ministry of Human resource Development,
Government of India in its Draft National
Education Policy 2019 recommends to set up
a Gender Inclusion Fund to build the nations
capacity to vrovide quality and equitable
education for all girls.
But we have to agree with the fact that
women participation remains almost same as
before at many sectors of higher education,
especially in technical and scientific research
field despite the increasing rate of enrolment.
The reasons of which primarily as follows
1.Limited access to primary education due to
poverty and stereo type mentality.

2.As a victim of gender inequality female
students face different types of adverse and
negative situations and are afraid to come
forward in higher education. This is actually
one of the countless reasons behind the fact
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that presence of women in primary and
secondary level is higher than higher
education. According to a research study,
female students began to lack their
confidence in secondary school due to the
bad faith that they are less intelligent in
Science than male students which originated
from a socio-cultural root.® So a large number
of them take admission in Humanities or
Business branch instead of Science branch.

3.Due to the commitment for family
responsibilities and restrictions cannot afford
much time for laboratory work what is most
essential for science

4.Discouraging phenomena including the
biased consideration that Arts and medicine
are the most appropriate, safe and dignified
‘profession for women.

5.Unable to avail the opportunities of going
abroad for higher studies or to participate in
Seminar/ workshop and ever: field work due
to lack of security or family objection.

6.In spite of being eligible most of the time
women have no right to express their decision
of choice for higher studies under the
restricted socialstigma based family structure
where the parental family before marriage
and family of groom after marriage play the
super directive role in each and every
decision of their life including education.

7.Lack of higher educational institution in rural
and tribal area.

8.Impact of conservative patriarchal attitude
that secondary education is enough for them
to become a caring wife and ideal mother.
More importantly, it is expected in society
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that wife should be less qualifiedthan her
husband in fear ofwhat parents try to avoid
higher education for daughters.

9.Under financial constraints, families tend to
pursue higher education for male child rather
than daughters because they are future bread-
winner for the family and so it seemed wise
to invest in his education.

10. Low cost and the short duration of Arts and
Humanities sometimes attract women rather
than any other professional course.
So, there are various hindrances including
psychological and social factors that have to
be overcome to ensure female participation in
higher education system and the following
policies may recommended for the above
purpose.
1.Most of the women at the Post Graduate and
PhD level are involved in family
responsibilities and child rearing that often
interferes in their research process. Now, if
the responsibility of parenting is shared by
both male and female then a women scientist
can continue her research practice smoothly.

2.More attractive scholarship for financially
poor but intelligent student to continue her
study.

3.More Women’s University need to be
established, so that the conservative families
do not object to their female member’s higher
education. As stated in the All India Survey
on Higher Education 2015-16, 14
Universities are thereexclusively for women,
4 in Rajasthan, 2 in Tamil Nadu & leach in
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Delhi, Haryana,
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Uttarakhand and

West Bengal.

4,Increase the number of women teachers in
Institution of Higher Education. According
to the All India Survey of Higher Education
(AISHE) by the HRD Ministry 2018-19, the
total number of teachers are 14,16,299, out
of which about 57.8 per cent are male
teachers and 42.2 percent are female teachers.
The lowest gender gap is recorded in Bihar
where 78.97 percent are male teachers when
only 21.03 percent are females.

5.Post-Secondary Vocational Training
Institution is needed for the women.

6.Increasehostel and transport facilitiesfor
female students.

And the most important point

7.Society should change the depriving and
neglecting attitude towards women.

In this modern age, none is there to deny
the factual truth that man & woman have the
same ability and intellectual power that can be
flourished and manifested through proper
nurture in a gender- equal socioeconomic
environment. So, every country should plan the
strategy that can encourage their member- states
& other in providing opportunities to strengthen
the participation of women in Higher education
because it helps women to be mentally stronger
and to face challenges as well as to overcome
the obstacles in life. Not only with the help of
formulation andimplementation of powerful
laws and policies but also by breaking all kinds
of stereo type, the gender gap in academics and
gender discrimination in a wider respect can
be reduced. Basically higher education is
neither an investment norany additional criteria
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for marriage as it is believed still that women
must be educated for playing her role better as
wives or mothers in family, rather in individual
level, as an enhancement, it empowers women
with knowledge and skillthat enables them to
cultivate confidence, power of understanding
and capacity of handling adverse situations
with a hope of better future.Whereas at the
national level gender equal higher education
system will ultimately leads to a successful
economy because of the increased availability
of skilled and talented human resources.
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Yearning For A Walk: Reading Fiction in an Obstinate Dystopia
Medhashri Mahanty

ABSTRACT

Text is a living organism and it is more about that, than its enterprise as an object. The following essay attempts to
read two texts, namely Italo Calvino’s [fon a winter s night a traveller in tandem with Sarnath Banerjee’s graphic
novel Corridors primarily from a yearning to gaze and move around. The dystopia that we are currently residing in
has been playing with our dwelling structures for a long time. Our presence is simply a matter of being present, our
dialogues are processed by screens and it is this overwhelming realization that if one lives, one lives perhaps in
misconstrued totalitarian fiction, It is in such a time that one looks forward to an all-encompassing fiction, to search
for a kind of solace that comes from dwelling in *heterotopias’ and ‘heterochronies’. This essay does that in an
intimate way to belong into a life where space is not a mere restriction, a living in solitude and protection but one
where desire sublimates to the extent that space becomes an incredibly personalized amorphous organism.

Key words: Fiction, reading, city, deterrence, collection.

“A man whom I do not know was to meet me
as soon as I got off the train, if everything
hadn’t gone wrong. A man with a suitcase on
wheels, exactly like mine, empty. The two
suitcases would bump into each other as if
accidentally in the bustle of travellers on the
platform, between one train and another. An
event that can happen by chance, but there
would have been a password that that man
would have said to me, a comment on the
headline of the newspaper sticking out of my
pocket, on the results of the horse races. “Ah,
Zeno of Elea came first!” And at the same time
we would disentangle our suitcases, shifting
the metal poles, perhaps also exchanging
remarks on horses, forecasts, odds; and we

M phil fellow, Department of English, Jadavpur University.

would go off toward different trains, each
pushing his suitcase in his own direction. No
one would have noticed, but I would have left
with the other man’s suitcase and he would
have taken away mine.”
I
The thinking of space, its process of
production and existence incorporates a very
cerebral function. It is not simply an intellectual
pursuit but also choosing a way to perform that
pursuit. It is physical in its existence, very
‘rhythmanalytical’®, to use the words of the
French philosopher Henry Lefebvre. In this
way, it is cerebral. Very much akin to de
Certeau’s understanding of the function of
Wandersmanney’, it is essentially in moving
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around the text of the city that the thinking
space of the city acquires a very textual space.
Calvino illustrates this excellently in his
novellf On a Winter's Night A Traveller with
the use of space within space, books leading
to books, the reader running from one city to
another to finally get one concrete story to get
hold of, getting kidnapped by the police to be
taken to a library of banned books, to finally
coming back to the space of a bed, beside his
beloved and fellow reader who had initially
arisen this need for pursuit in him. Ludmilla
and the reader has one vital connection and
perhaps the only connection, that is they want
to be engrossed by the totality of a fiction such
that they are unable to, or perhaps desire not
to classify the challenge thrown by it. They
want to be like these walkers who are
continuously walking because there is an
absence of destination as well as the city is
both becoming and it is almost an impossibility
to have the perfect city.

Similarly, they are also like the laterally
inverted images of the author as they too are
trying to find a fiction that stays in an
improbable book shelf.* In the excerpt above,
taken from Calvino’s text, the story illustrates
one of its techniques to disintegrate to the
reader. The station is the heterotopia that runs
in respect with time and also at the same time
containing both real and produced spaces. It
becomes the first space for the reader to lose
sight of the story as well as the space for the
narrator in that story to disappear. The reader
thereafter sets on a trail induced by his reader-
friend and finds himself in several heterotopias
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and even heterochronies.® This book shows the
crafting of the textual space by situating the
reader and the protagonist as urban dwellers.
In defining the space urban, what is intended
is that urbanity is a very given thing in the
language of power because language, like the
city is marked by intrusions or ‘implosions®,
thus very fundamental yet invisible movements
within the fabric of its existence.

Thus, the essay will look at space from the
context of textual urbanity that occupies the
‘polyvalent’ space and illustrates ifs
deterrence’. Calvino’s novel is an exercise in
this deterrence in the sense that it demonstrates
the goal and mechanism of fiction using fiction.
The author not only employs language to
indicate the forming of the spectacle but also
is aware that the reader is willingly
participating in this game. Here, the entire
space inhabited by the characters, authors and
each one of them often interchanging the roles,
is a poetic image that renders the desire of the
readers possible. The desire is to read an
improbable book, just like the author dreams
of placing his book in an improbable book
shelf.!As Gaston Bachelard writes in his
introduction to The Poetics of Space, this awe
for the poetic image is perhaps one of the
‘phenomenological benefits’ of the reader that
places her on the same line as the author. After
losing tract of every book, the reader meets
another reader and they discuss these
discrepancies together. The other reader who
is a woman and who also fulfils the very
condition in the discourse which is giving the
first reader his purpose and the narrative a
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closure, is crucial.

Like the two sides in ruin and progress
inhabiting Benjamin’s Angelus Novus,
Ludmilla and Lotaria, her sister, become the
twin spaces of past and future, while the lover
and the former lover dance between the zones
of reader and non-reader sharing a coterminous
space in the realm of the reader. The reader
faces towards Ludmiila, his other, who he has
met in a book shop and bought the same book.
They are both facing the dilemma of unfinished
novels giving away to new ones under the guise
of the fabric of one novel they are trying to
read. On the other side is Lotaria, a professor
in literature at the university, and she struggles
with each word of the texts, deciphering the
signs and assigning them a network where they
exist in harmony, because of a very
paternalistic function. The orders are named-
she employs tools to decimate the text by
tracing and segregating the threads of the story,
thereby not even considering the totality of the
poetic image.

The space of the poetic image for Lotaria
then is suspended, because she cannot submit
herself to the ‘felicity’® of the poetic image.
Lotaria constantly claims that the efforts of
Ludmilla and the reader are nothing but futile
and romantic. For Lotaria is a truth seeker, and
instead of the journey, her aim is her destination
in the future that makes it totalizing, The non-
reader here is the translator, deceiver and
former lover of Ludmilla who believes that the
author while narrating the fiction might become
invisible and at the same time, someone else.
He was jealous of Ludmilla’s constant gaze on

the books and therefore decided to unveil the
figure of the author and replaced pages aft=r
pages of various books in a characteristic
manner. He would only use translations.
Therefore at the very beginning, the text that
the reader gets is in translation.

I

There is no way of reading, while
investigating, the real book. Through
simulations of this technique, the deterrence
enunciates itself when the reader as his last
resort from these constant kidnappings and
threat and simulacra of discovering translations
like opening up ofMatryoshka dolls, finds
himself in the library. It is the library as yet
another heterotopic archive that explains to him
the increasing poetic space as he looks at the
past. These shall turn into ruins once he is
drawn backwards into the future by the
progress storm manifested by Lotaria’s vigilant
gaze and the translator’s constant game of hide
and seek. The space of the poetic image
increases as he looks into the past, till he sees
that all stories actually combine to nothing but
his struggle as a reader and traveller.

He walks from one story to another, like a
flaneur, connecting the threads of the city into
a text using the ‘synecdochic’ function and at
the same time, existing in a recluse of coffee
shop, or street or Ludmilla’s house or a library
and in the very end the bed, as a very
‘asyndeton’', a space where he leaps over,
glides casually and yet passes through it, very
ordinarily, a space for which he is
unanswerable. These are the spaces that
illustrates the space of thinking about these
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technical procedures. These spaces are
representational! in the sense that they are so
cerebral that they are detached and hidden by
the constant passing by of the represented
textual space.

In the library, the reader learns that not
only this increasing poetic space indicates the
ever increasing nights of one thousand and one
more nights of the Arabian Nights but that none
of these stories are really different. This is the
moment the deterrence enunciates itself as the
reader recognizes his primary character as that
of a traveller walking to the book store and
thereafter like a detective, travelling in search
of clues. The past engages in an ‘anterior order
of simulacra’ that now continues to provide an
endless sequence of contents that have learned
the function of production so well, that really
it is an all-engrossing flow where the signifiers
and the signified, the form and the contents
are not differentiated. The mass participates
in this precisciy because mass becomes the
space of its operation just like reader. The
reader is celebrating as well as the mass
because the ‘labour of the death’!? of the
production of that one fiction is enacted. It is
precisely for this reason that in the library, one
of the characters say that the story of the
Arabian Nights started when the king, Haroun
Al Rashid’s life was at stake when a woman,
from whose lot he drew a black pearl and was
asked him to kill the khalifa, after which she
shall bed him. This threat kept him alive and
he asked her the reason for this. There in, began
a story.

The ‘implosion’, by virtue of which the
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very constituents break out internally causing
a very intimate violence is understood when
the reader realizes that he is no more different
from the very space of the poetic imagination.
It is a very immersion of selfhood that occurs,
in the space of poetic imagination, because as
Baudrillard notes in his essay, ‘[...] All
philosophies of the release of energy, of the
radiation of intensity, and of the
molecularization of desire tend in the same
direction: that networks are capable of infinite
and interstitial saturation.’"?

Calvino writes towards the end,

“But, look here, there’s a
misunderstanding,” you try to warn him. “This
isn’t a book...these are only titles...the
Traveler...”

“Oh, the traveller always appeared only in
the full pages and then was never mentioned
again- he had fulfilled his function, the novel
wasn’t his story.”

I

The library reminds one of the collector.
The collector of books, Walter Benjamin writes
in his essay ‘Unpacking the Library’, is the one
who has collected books he himself has
composed because he doesn’t like the books
he can afford. Therefore the author is again
situated before his desire of a secret shelf,
where he wants his book to be seen with books
that have never been written yet. It is an
improbable shelf, as Calvino writes in The Uses
of Literature.'* Yet because of the creation of
this personalized fluid space of the collector,
the library can fully execute the operation of
deterrence to the reader. Collection for
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Benjamin thus not only becomes a way to
comprehend the function of the author but also
becomes a represented space where these very
collections holds memories of space, of cities
that he has been to. The books themselves take
the representational space since they create the
space of reminiscence by making the collector
re-enact his past,

Benjamin writes, “Not thoughts; images,
memories. Memories of the cities where |
found so many of these things: Riga, Naples,
Munich, Danzig, Moscow, Florence, Basel,
Paris[...]” Since this is a deliberate struggle
to comprehend the uncountable structures of
expansion and production of space flowing
from one domain to another, topoanalysis (in
order to understand the space of the poetic
image) gives way to topophilia, which is
described by Yi-Fu Tuan as a term that “couples
sentiment with place.”'*Sarnath Banerjee, the
graphic novelist, describes this love for cities
very evidently in the interview published
online by the Guernica on April 1%, 2016.
Banerjee compared his organizing principle of
telling his story by comparing the city as a
library filled with a set of catalogues, He
organizes his story as a compilation of ‘tonal
history’ of the city that he receives through
pursuing these catalogues. It is perhaps for this
non-informational nature of the book that
archives history, collecting it on the streets like
a flaneur, that Corridor, Banerjee’s first
graphic novel comes to mind.

Scott Mc Cloud says in Understanding
Comics that in the depiction of the comic strip,
there is progression of images and words in

space and that while doing so, the very basic
expressions of the physique renders itself at
disposal for the artist. They are very simple
and precise expressions that are moulded and
given an animated quality which progresses
over space. In Banerjee’s novel, this quality is
obviously present given the medium of the text,
but the author’s topophilia has rendered these
animations very memorable, almost like a
collection in the space of the text. In
Bachelard’s words, these characters must be
viewed through the lens of topoanalysis.
Another thing is the site of this topophilia is
Delhi. The narrator needs to go to Delhi for a
book he intends to collect and he meets the
second hand book seller, wise man and
generous tea giver, JehangirRangoonwalla.
He not only searches for the books, he does
what a collector of cityscapes do-he illustrates
the everyday things of the city-the Amul milk
stores, the metro where he meets the girl he
will never see, even in the coffee house, he
talks of Ibn Batuta. There is a very general
awareness of the fabric of everyday life through
the very activities of the narrator, namely
walking in Lutyens’ Delhi, going to old Delhi
book shops, referring to Ibn Batuta, ruminating
about lost love in a metro. He is simply passing
his way through oriental wares to a more
Beauborg'® like state (Beauborg also holds the
Public Library) and while doing so, like the
collector and the walker, he doesn’t stop.
This walking is his way of archiving the
spaces of microhistories, for example the
advertisements that claimed to solve Shintu’s
erectile dysfunction with magic and ointment.
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They are highly heterotopic places, as Foucault
contends, because they are linked with time in
a way of fleeting, of lying in a constant state
of being overlooked because of their temporal
nature'’. Thus like the author, flaneur and reader
faced towards the fiction, the author creates a
visual representative of himself, a participant
in the parody of the deterrence of culture,
where the ‘polyvalence’ of the city is lost
precisely because the narrator acts out the role
of the mass. He reaches that spot of the reader,
the mass that itself becomes site for the
implosion, the space of solitude for the walker
as he never reaches his destination and the
narrator, Brighu, finds his way back to
Rangoonwalla once again.

Thus graphic illustration at this point,
becomes integral because Banerjee puts a very
private space, like the asyndeton, in a visual
spectrum, This is where the graphic novel,
precisely because of its form, becomes a visual
catalogue which is indispensable to the
learning of the city. The poetic image that arises
from such text literally holds a space in a very
tangible way. Each column becomes a
catalogue of the city’s whereabouts. The poetic
consciousness is such that it is entirely
prevailed by the image and creates a new
language with the language already imposed
as a part of the narrative.'®

Iv

The essay will draw to a completion by
gazing over the last two scenes of the two texts.
Before this it must be remembered that for the
collector, writer, reader and lover, fate plays
an important role'’. In assigning the value of
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uncertainty, free association also gathers
momentum in the space of collecting, by virtue
of which various artefacts are organized in a
way which might resemble entropy only to the
outsider. Therefore the collector or the walker
only gathers object from the continuous past
that structures their unconscious®’.The
penultimate page of Banerjee’s novel shows
panels where Brighu goes to Rangoonwalla’s
shop and upon contemplating there, comes
back and illustrates, and as he stands up,
holding the illustrations, a voice comes from
far, “Who will know, who has time?’? The very
last page shows a single panel of Kali, a
photograph of Kali with Brighu’s thumb
touching the forehead with his index finger, as
if he is pinning it to something, He has broken
up with her, and in the metro ride, he has
understood that life is a series of *missed
opportunities’ of continuous waiting for the
other to arrive, while the waiting is actually a
form of search that takes one to various places.
It is this same search of a reader in Calvino’s
text, to find another reader of similar
propinquity to reading, who collects stories just
like him. It is the addition of every text and
thereby the textual space inhabiting the journey
of the reader that leads him to the final text he
reads with Ludmilla on the bed. The story he
is reading is not important as is his bed because
it is here that he will engage in a conversation
with the lover-reader, about what he has
thought all this while. At this moment it is a
very personal poetic image that gives the bed
a very private space of what has never been
experienced yet, but has only been consid‘ered
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in the moment of an absolute
sublimation.?*This absolute sublimation
reverberates with one particularly striking
panel in Banerjee’s work when in the coffee
house, Kali tells Brighu that people say they
prefer to be single before speaking about their
ex-lovers, and he simply keeps silent and
imagines himself as Ibn Batuta, the medieval
geographer, traveller and observer, in a panel
within the panel, holding coffee cups in both
of the panels.?
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Importance of Online Teaching - Learning Process in
Covid-19 Pandemic

Dr. Susanta Kumar Samanta

Due to outbreak of corona-virus the disastrous
disease has spread all over our country as well
as almost all other countries of the world. In
lieu of taking outright standard steps and
measures, Covid-19 pandemic situation
remains huge and prime. Responsible people
like epidemiologist, virologist, scientist, doctor,
nurse and other supportive people have
dedicated their lives and struggling to get rid
of the crucial condition at any cost. Most of
the countries also have already taken various
efficient efforts in producing safe as well as
effective vaccine and medicine which are under
advanced clinical trials and experiment. But
general people are in no way but dilemma to
compromise life with life-style. Rather, they
are feeling great trouble to combat with the
devastating character of the corona-virus. In
this situation, if we do not maintain discipline
or become desperate in our attitude and
livelihood, all the efforts will go in vain. In fact,
there is no other alternative but to continue to
follow precautionary habits such as physical
distancing, use of masks, sanitizing and all
other preventives as well as hygienic support.
Crisis has been prevailing in all the areas like
health, agriculture, commerce, travel &tour and

the economy as a whole. Most alarming matter
is the education system is messed up due to
long term closure of the school, college and
universities all along the country. All the
important academic issues like classes, plans,
assessment, evaluation, examinations have
been held up considering the safety and health
of the students, teachers and other stakeholders.
So, we urge to explore feasible and suitable
ways or mechanism to tackle or handle the
critical situation and to resume normal activities
of the educational institutions along with
others.

While spending everyday with panic,
anxiety and restlessness it has become very
much difficult to anticipate when and how the
revival of class-room education is possible,
bringing into use of proper and adequate online
teaching-learning process has come up with its
advantages to cope up with the recent crisis at
least for the time being and not compulsorily
for all along. If the most obstructing factor i.e.
lack of personal interaction of this system is
ignored, the online education system may get
first and foremost priority in

continuing of classes by anyone at
anywhere and at any time. Loss of time may

Assistant Professor, Department of Music, Raja Narendra Lal Khan Women's College, Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal, India.
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also be adjusted, solved and managed easily
through this device.

We are all sure that class-room education
system has a long tradition and it is an
indispensable one. Actually, it has no
alternative. Class-room oriented teaching-
learning has a wide range to inculcate
knowledge and wisdom. There is ample scope
to discover and ensure the protectoral
governance of the teacher along with his love
and affection. Study by group of pupils in the
single platform has the enhancing ability to
build up self- awareness, fellow-feeling of them
etc. quiet easily and effc:tively. Face to face
activities in the classroom make students feel
more connected or keenly related with the
teacher as well as between themselves. Since,
there is good opportunity to interact directly,
instantly and lively, students face no problem
to intensify their thinking, debating skill etc.
which help to conceive ideas, to formulate
opinions, put up arguments at the right time.
From the socialising point of view also it adds
better perspective towards fostering individual
progress as well as collective progress. Class-
room is such an amicable centre of study, it
creates the ambience of growing up altogether
in a cordial atmosphere. Besides, we cannot
ignore that education is not in any way confined
in the class-room only or limited with the
capacity of the space of the class, it goes beyond
the class-room boundary. Again, on the way of
journey towards school, college and university,
the students have every opportunity to be
acquainted with different and variety classes
of people of the society, to be in close touch

with them which helps in improving their social
thought and behaviour through nourishment of
their mind. As a whole, it enables to evolve
standard way of living, preparation for future
life keeping pace with the time and eventually
the students acquire the ability to become a
social man and a good citizen. All kinds of
possibilities are available in this format of
teaching-learning to shape the future
generations through psychological expression
as well as exchange of views and ideas. The
most unique and unparalleled feature of this
system is that the blooming mind somehow
finds the thythm of manifestation on its way.

Nevertheless, to overcome the corona-
distressed circumstances in education domain
as well as to revive the teaching-learning
system immediately, we have no other option
but to welcome the online teaching-learning
process without

any delay further. To make up the
individual loss and the collective loss as a
whole, we cannot waste time furthermore only
in preparing our mind. Online teaching-
learning process may have some limitations,
but got some remarkable benefits in changing
the nature of education and knowledge sharing.
It helps to promote the scope of restructuring
the remaining teaching-learning process by
providing lot of information from unlimited
resources and opportunities of the virtual world
and optimization of the system for optimum
result. Already we are aware that diverse set of
educational tools or devices are usually used
to ensure the quality of education by storing
and managing information, by creating and
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communicating information as well as by
disseminating information adequately. From
the experience we also know, how the powerful
use of potential information and
communication technologies enables to fill the
gap of direct human mode of education as well
as to reach a large number of learners
simultaneously. To maintain the learning
environment as it were and to extend
educational opportunities as a whole online
education system is necessary to transfer
education to the learners instantly.

Now, the question is how could we assure
that none of the students is deprived of the
benefit of knowledge revolution of 21st.century
and ensure that all inclusive as well as equitable
quality education is easily available for all. For
this, the primary importance is to be given on
the infrastructural competence of the online
system as well as the convenience and
inconvenience in accepting this pattern of
learning by each and every student of different
parts of the country. It is evident that our
country is not ready, in every respect from the
view point of infrastructure and educational
atmosphere, to reach the opportunity of
transforming education system to each and
every corner of the society. It cannot be
forgotten that on an average 68-70% people still
lying below poverty line and they live in the
villages of this country. In bringing students of
different sections under such multidimensional

education method, proper and clear attention
as well as carefulness is required to ensure that
the 'digital divide' would not take place in any
way. A larger part of the learners come out from
remote corner of the villages where internet
connectivity is very poor rather unavailable.
Again, there is lack of financial ability to
purchase digital- platform oriented devices like
computer, smart phone, laptop etc. by most of
the parents. Even, due to hardship most of the
learner lack of capacity for bearing the cost of
everyday net-service. In spite of

geographical limitation, social limitation
and financial limitation, the use of digital-
platform becomes tough and problematic when
audio-visual quality fails or does not support
adequately in course of teaching-learning
period resulting inattention and loss of
concentration in study. Another remarkable
thing which could not be ignored that there is
dearth of adequate number of properly trained
teacher in this respect. Discontent from both
the side i.e. students side as well as the teacher
side regarding this mode of teaching-learning
can never be lingered, it must be eradicated in
the root. In this regard, the active and adequate
role of Government as well as its associates
towards initiative, involvement and investment
is highly solicited to introduce the new system
and make it effective. Equity along with justice
only may help us to improve ourselves as well
as to carry the education system beyond the time.
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Guru in Indian Classical Music: Reassessment of Tradition
Dr. Sujata Roy Manna

ABSTRACT

Guru is more than a teacher or a trainer in the perspective of Indian Classical Music, especially in the practical
knowledge, since the ancient era till date in India (both in North & South),

Keywords: Classical music, Gharana, Ustad, Pandit, Taalim

Indian Classical Music has its own pedigree of
a long journey with the rich and strict guidance
of Guru. Guru is not only a Teacher, but more
than that, who is responsible for importing the
acceptance of Music, as a lifestyle to a disciple.
In the ancient era ‘Guru’ (in Hinduism) means
a personal spiritual teacher or guide. The
knowledge of Guru is actually transmitted to
the educational system since the Vedic period.
There are some important differences between
a Guru and a teacher. Firstly, a Guru makes a
disciple wise, whereas a Teacher gives the
student knowledge. Secondly, a Guru wants
never-ending trust and endless dedication from
his or her disciples, whereas a Teacher demands
or requires utmost obedience and firm
discipline from his or her students. Thirdly and
mostly, a Guru has the capability to explain
one’s nature and he or she wishes soulful-good-
wishes by any means for the disciples, whereas
a teacher explains and informs the aspects of
the world and he or she may not enhance the

creativity and constructive thoughts of the
students through their allowance, acceptance
and guidance.

In connection of the meaning of Guru in
ancient Sanskrit explanation, a Guru is only a
spiritual guide. Byt, later this concept was
changed and its meaning becomes broader. The
Guru is not only a sage as previously regarded;
rather he or she is always absorbed in own inner
self and always eager to reach to the supreme
thoughts. Guru is very meaningful as well as
important to a disciple. Guru is too reliable to
accept their words to be confident, genuine and
quality element to their disciples. A Guru is the
pathfinder for a disciple: — how to live life,
how to learn something wisely to achieve the
lessons and how to apply those in works. So,
Guru is the precious gift or valuable part of a
disciple, to whom he or she is found as a true
Guru. Hence, we can easily get the idea that
Guru is a Guide, Expert, Master and more than
a Teacher.

Assistant Professor, Department of Music (UG) & Hindusiani Vocal Music (PG), Raja Narendra Lal Khan Women's College,

Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal, India.
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Now, we are in the stage to understand the
tradition of Guru-Shishya. It actually meansa
succession between teachers and disciples in
our ancient era — Vedic culture and religions.
The concept of Guru is broader and different
in Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism and Sikhism
with their separate views in ‘Gurukula’ and
‘Akhra’. Hence, we can name this tradition as
‘Guru-Shishya-Parampara’. In this system
disciples can achieve the ‘jnan’ (deeper than
outward knowledge) through soulful surrender,
trust and dedication to their Gurus. In ancient
age, this method was specifically maintained by
them with the strict discipline of residential
training or Taalim staying in the house of Gurus.

Now-a-days, the Government of most of
the states in our country wants to bring back
this tradition with the help of our society, to
teach the students through this system, in the
residential institutions. Some of these modern
institutions are as similar as ancient era in their
residential environment; but they have all the
facilities of using technology, by which the
disciples can connect the whole world and can
communicate with others, too.

For a better apprehension of the concept
of Guru, we need to have a look into the other
similar terms such as Trainer, Master, Tutor,
Leader, Mentor, Sage, Swami, Maharishi ,
Pandit and Acharya :

Trainer: One who gives practical training
mostly in one or few areas.

Master: One who has the excellence in his
teaching and he or she rules over or dominates
the students to obey his or her instructions.

Tutor: Generally, who teaches in the

theoretical ground, often in the practical
ground.

Leader: One who leads the followers in
certain activity or schemes.

Mentor: One who involves himself or
herself for grooming the candidates to enhance
their skills specially in practical ground, less
in theoretical.

Sage: They are always absorbed within
themselves to reach their spiritual goals or
involving them with Meditation and Yoga.
Through their silent activities, they sometimes
ask his or her followers to follow those. Buta
sage takes no liability to force or to teach
someone with mandatory methods.

Swami: One who serves themselves
specially to the God or Almighty, being
attached with the people of society regarding
various upliftiments or help of the people, by
organising an association or group of people.

Maharishi: This is a name of an
unannounced upgradation of a Rishi or Sage.
He (Female sages were too rare in the ancient
age) —is the greater one than a Rishi , who
achieves most of the philosophical knowledge
or spiritual ultimate in one birth. He used to
analyse the scenario of life in the view of
philosophy and he can sacrifice his all eternal
luxuries for his goal. From him one can proceed
or enhance one’s power of spirituality and
philosophical thoughts.

Pandit. He (the masculine gender) is
actually meant a too-much wise and pure in
his knowledge and mind, especially in Hindu
religion. He seems to be great and ultimate to
his knowledge that he teaches to his disciples
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regarding any one or more subjects. Pandit is
used to mean as the same in Indian Classical
Music. Similarly, Ustad is the person just like
a Pandit in Muslim religion. Later, this word
Pandit adorned the outstanding performance or
the Artist relevant to the area of Indian Classical
Music. Similarly Ustad adorned the Muslim
outstanding artist.

Acharya: Usually, when Guru becomes idol
by all means to his or her disciples with his
behaviour and activities, than he is called
Acharya. Actually an Acharya who speaks or
gives advice to his disciples by uttered lessons
or by theoretical knowledge, his activities and
practical expressions should have the keen
similarly or oneness with his verbal
instructions and theories with the firm belief
and extreme innovative excellence of the
subject matter or the topic. Here, the residential
‘Guru-Shishya —Parampara’ is the ideal system,
where the disciples can be able to follow their
Gurus and Acharyas from dawn to dusk. In
this way, a Guru, the supremo of knowledge,
may become Acharya, the icon of the same to
his disciples or admirers or to the nation.

In the conservative paramparas, the styles
and the methods of teaching -learning of music
should not be revealed by the Gurus because
they have limitations in their minds as well as
the reservations in teaching. Even in the era of
the Charyapad and the Charyageeti, we get a
clear picture that the Gurus (Luipad,
Bhasukupad, Domburipad and so on) used to
apply the Sandhya -Bhasha (the half cleared
languages or lyrics) while teaching their
disciples or followers, because they didn’t want
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to reveal their teaching as well as the core of
the subject matter to any of the outsiders or
other than their own schools. In spite of these
reasons, their teaching-methods and their
creations were destroyed or deformed by the
aggressive rulers or the enemies. So, the Gurus
or the Ustads used to try to conceal their actual-
creations in half-uttered or half-taught for their
disciples.

After that time, when the Muslim Emperors
become the ruler of our country, the Ustads
(same as the Gurus ) usually deliberately
maintained their conservativeness regarding
their teaching (Zaalim : Activities that impart
knowledge or skill during educating or
instructing ) to their disciples. There were four
types of Taalim: i) ‘Aam- Taalim’ (Ordinary
teaching for ordinary and non-Muslim
students); ii) “Khaas-Taalim’ (Special teaching
for the Muslim students); iii) ‘Khaas-E-khaas
Taalim’ (Best teaching for the students, who
are the family members). Those types of Taalim
were found not only among the Ustads, butalso
among the Gurus.

All of us, more or less, know that ‘Sangeet’
means the Vocal, Instrumental, rhythmic Music
intrio. There are different Gurus in every item
as said above. Usually, the Gurus of Dance
are the Hindus, less in Muslims. All streams of
Classical Vocal, Classical Dance, Classical
Instrumentals and Rhythm-instrumentals have
their different Gurus or Ustads. From their
teaching-methods and the places in which they
resided, we have Gharana (school or tradition)
such as Gwalior Gharana, Lucknow Gharana,
Banaras Gharana, Senia Gharana, Kigana
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Gharana, Patiala Gharana, Betiya Gharana,
Farukabad Gharana, Agra Gharana and so on.
Most of the Gurus or Ustads used to be
patronised by the Sultan, Badshah, Raja and
Zamindar since our ancient era. Many of the
others used to teach their students by their own
expense. Few of them received their
remunerations from their disciples by collecting
rupees or vegetables or groceries or physical
labour from those students.

Later, after much decades the ‘Guru—
Shishya Parampara’ was partly disrupted by
the socio-economical issue and the internal
destructive mentality of both of Guru and
disciples. The concept of training was changed
into academic status at the schools, colleges
and universities, being applied in the syllabus
of music. So, there are more than one teacher
or trainer of the said Institution, who are usually
from the different Gharanas (schools of the
Gurus or Ustads) or from the different Gurus.
The students or the trainees are taught from
those teachers; they complete their lessons and
courses and then they usually are not in touch
with those teachers. In this situation, the
teachers have no scope to be a Guru or Ustad
of those students. Similarly, the students do
not feel or realise to keep in touch of their
teachers and recognise the teachers as their
Guru. It means if there is at least a scope of
showing respect to them, the scenario is not
as special or as equal of Guru-Shishya-
Parampara. Hence, ‘respect’ is classified into
many forms with different intensity. In this way,
Guru -Parampara is hampered, but the existence
of them is still now in India and abroad, because

music is always a performing art to be taught
from Gurus.

It should be mentioned with a great
pleasure that the students of Indian Classical
Music are not only in our country, but in abroad
too. Moreover, since many years many of them
become true dedicated renowned artist in Vocal,
Instrumental and rhythmic instrumental. The
inheritance of the Guru cannot be grasped until
the tradition and the scenario of the roots of
Indian culture have been examined. Even when
transcribed in Staff-Notation in the Western-
Style of Music, Indian Classical Music has no
true existence until sung. In connection with
Hindustani Classical Music is true where a text
of a Vandish (couple of lines) is written only,
but it is not cleared until it is sung. So, it is
needed that only a good and efficient and
moreover, a knowledgeable Guru can teach the
exact music with proper form and rendition,
The Hindustani Classical Music is not kept in
the classroom-format since it is not based on a
set of curriculum. The limitations of time of a
classroom of any curriculum-oriented-
institution are not sufficient for teaching-
learning in the ocean of Indian Classical Music.
But, in front of Guru in his residential- training,
the perfection and the satisfaction of the both
are more valuable and justified. Indian
Classical Music is mainly based on Ragas, but
we use to forget or being ignorant, we are in
the firm-belief that, it is far from Indian
Folklore. Actually, only the knowledgeable
Guru is capable to explain to his or her disciples
regarding the aforesaid characteristics with
appropriate illustration with the help of
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practical efficiency. Learning about the Ragas Gurursakshat ParamBrahma tasmai Shree
only through the Vocal demonstrations by the Gurave Namaha...” .

Gurus, who were usually illiterate, is too

amazing since the ancient era. The Ragas Reference

become immortal and the Gurus also. So, this | Raghava R. Menon. Indian Classical Music: An
Guru-Shishya-Parampara is almost against the ~ Invitation. New Delhi: Vision Books, 1996.
syllabus, the Semester-system; and it mocks at 2. Swami Prajnanananda. 4 History of Indian Music.

the institutional class-rooms. So, Indian Classical ~ Kolkata: Ramakrishna Vedanta Math, 1963.

. : la Goswami. Lectures on Music Appreciation
Music always utters according to our Vedas: 3.Utpa P :
Y 8 Course. Kolkata: West Bengal State Music

GururBrahma GururVishnu GururDevo Academy, 1989,

Maheshwarah,
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